NEFRC
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Meeting

February 1, 2018
10:00 a.m.

Northeast Florida Regional
100 Festival Park Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32202

MEMORANDUM
DATE:

FEBRUARY 1, 2018

TO:

NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL BOARD MEMBERS

FROM:

BRIAN D. TEEPLE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

RE:

APRIL 5, 2018 BOARD MEETING

The next meeting of the Northeast Florida Regional Council Board of Directors will be held at
10:00 a.m. on Thursday, April 5, 2018 at the Northeast Florida Regional Council, 100 Festival
Park Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32202.
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Northeast Florida Regional Council
BOARD of DIRECTORS
AGENDA
Northeast Florida Regional Council
100 Festival Park Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32202
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2018
10:00 a.m.
(ADDED OR MODIFIED ITEMS IN BOLD)
(*Denotes Action Required)

TAB
1. Call to Order, Roll Call, Introductions – President Anderson
2. Pledge of Allegiance / Invocation
* 3. Approval of October 5, 2017 Meeting Minutes – President Anderson
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4. Invitation to Speak – President Anderson
Members of the public are welcome and encouraged to speak on any item brought before the
Council. Please fill out one of the blue speaker cards located at the sign-in table.
5. Committee Reports
A. Affordable Housing Committee – Chair Bourre
* 1. Affordable Housing Needs Plan – Chair Bourre
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B. Executive Committee – President Anderson
C. Personnel, Budget and Finance Policy Committee – Chair Register
* 1. November 2017 Financial Report – Donna Starling
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* 2. December 2017 Financial Report – Donna Starling

4

D. Other Reports/Action Items
1. City of Jacksonville Transmitted Amendment 17-9ESR (Info Only) – Ed Preston
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2. St. Johns County Transmitted Amendment 17-4ESR (Info Only) – Ed Preston

6

3. City of Palm Coast Transmitted Amendment 17-3DRI (Info Only) – Ed Preston

7

4. City of Palatka (3010 Browns Landing) Transmitted Amendment 18-1ESR
(Info Only) – Ed Preston

8
2

5. City of Palm Coast Adopted Amendment 17-2ESR (Info Only) – Ed Preston

9

6. Nassau County Adopted Amendment 17-3ESR (Info Only) – Ed Preston

10

* 7. Flagler County Transmitted Amendment 18-1ESR – Ed Preston

11

* 8. Nassau County Transmitted Amendment 18-1ESR – Ed Preston

12

* 9. City of Palatka EAR Based Amendment – Ed Preston

13

* 10. Governors Park DRI Development Order NOPC – Brian Teeple

14

* 11. Assignment of Deliverable Signature/Approval Authority to the Region 3

Healthcare Coalition Alliance Board – Elizabeth Payne

15

12. DRAFT 2017 Annual Report – Brian Teeple

16

* 13. Proposed Mission Statement – Brian Teeple

17

14. Policy Update – Margo Moehring
15. Legislative Update – Brian Teeple




18

January 12, 2018 FRCA Bill Tracking Report
Adopted House Select Committee: Hurricane Response and Preparedness Report
2018 Northeast Florida Regional Council Legislative Priorities

16. Florida Regional Councils Association Update – Brian Teeple
17. Council Contracts Update – Brian Teeple
6. Public Comment – LIMITED TO 3 MINUTES PER SPEAKER
7. Voting Members’ Reports
8. Ex-Officio Members’ Reports
 Florida Department of Economic Opportunity – Mr. Darryl Register
 Florida Department of Environmental Protection – Mr. Russell Simpson
 Florida Department of Transportation – Ms. Karen Taulbee
 St. Johns River Water Management District – Mr. Geoffrey Sample
9. President’s Report
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19

10. Chief Executive Officer’s Report – Teeple Time
A. Highlights
B. StreamLines
C. Upcoming Events:
Feb. 12, 2018 – Putnam Transportation Disadvantaged LCB Meeting, Putnam County
Feb. 12, 2018 – Clay Transportation Disadvantaged LCB Meeting, Clay County
Feb. 14, 2018 – Local Emergency Planning Committee Meeting, Duval County
Feb. 15, 2018 – Baker Transportation Disadvantaged LCB Meeting, Baker County
Feb. 15, 2018 – Nassau Transportation Disadvantaged LCB Meeting, Nassau County
Feb. 15 & 16, 2018 – EPCRA and EPlan “How to Comply” Training, St. Johns/Duval Counties
Feb. 19, 2018 – PRESIDENT’S DAY– COUNCIL CLOSED
Feb. 21, 2018 – Northeast Florida Healthcare Coalition General Membership Meeting,
Duval County
Feb. 23, 2018 – Healthcare Coalition Active Assailant Working Group, Duval County
Feb. 27 & 28, 2018 – Healthcare Coalition MGT 319 Points of Dispensing Training,
Duval County
Mar. 1, 2018 – NEFRC Executive Committee Meeting, NEFRC

7. Next Meeting Date and Location:

THURSDAY, APRIL 5, 2018
Northeast Florida Regional Council
100 Festival Park Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32202

8. Adjournment

4

Agenda
Item
Tab 1
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Tab 1
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Tab 1

NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL
Board of Directors Meeting
December 7, 2017
MINUTES
The Northeast Florida Regional Council held a meeting on Thursday, December 7, 2017 at 10:10
a.m. at the Northeast Florida Regional Council, 100 Festival Park Avenue, Jacksonville, FL
32202.
2nd Vice President Robinson welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order with the
following members present:
BAKER:

James Bennett
Michael Griffis
Darryl Register

CLAY:

None

DUVAL:

John Crescimbeni
Tom Gulliford
Sean Lynch

FLAGLER:

Catherine Robinson
David Sullivan
Helga Van Eckert

NASSAU:

John Drew
Len Kreger
Robert Spaeth
George Spicer

PUTNAM:

Buddy Goddard
Larry Harvey

ST.JOHNS:

Roxanne Horvath
James Johns
Paul Waldron

EX-OFFICIO

Curtis Hart
Jimmy Peluso for Geoff Sample
Russell Simpson for Greg Strong
Karen Taulbee for Robert Parks

Excused:

Jimmy Anderson, Michael Bourre, Elaine Brown, Doug Conkey, Terrill Hill
and Kelly Redford

Guests:

Shelly Hirsch, Kristen Reed and other members of the public.
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Staff Present:

Eric Anderson, Michael Calhoun, Margo Moehring, Tyler Nolen, Beth Payne,
Ed Preston, Donna Starling, Brian Teeple and Sheron Forde
*APPROVAL OF MINUTES

nd

2 Vice President Robinson called for a motion on the October 5, 2017 meeting minutes.
Commissioner Harvey moved approval of the October 5, 2017 Minutes; seconded by
Commissioner Johns. Motion carried.
INVITATION TO SPEAK
2nd Vice President Robinson invited the public to speak on any item brought before the
Council.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Affordable Housing Ad-Hoc Committee
Ms. Moehring stated that the Committee met and reviewed the revised draft Affordable Housing
Needs Plan, and has approved the plan, subject to some minor corrections, for the Board’s
adoption consideration. Ms. Moehring provided an overview of the Plan, highlighting the
economic and fiscal benefits to the community and the business sector, overview of county
meetings, the goal, how success is measured, and strategies. Ms. Moehring stated that a
convening of interested parties would take place prior the updating of the Strategic Regional
Policy Plan in 2019. Should the Board approve the Plan, staff would provide updates to the
Committee and Board every six months. Vice Chair Griffis stated that the Committee offered
two options: 1) vote today to proceed or 2) allow staff to tweak the Plan and present it at the
February meeting. Discussion followed.
Councilman Gulliford stated, regarding land banking, he would like the Board to possibly
consider a resolution to request the Legislature to establish a statutory framework for land
banking in the State of Florida similar to what the State of Michigan has done. It could be very
important in North Florida as there is a great potential if we could construct land banks the same
way they’ve done in other states.
Commissioner Harvey suggests that the conversation should be about affordable housing, not
low income housing. Commissioner Bennett stated that the strategy regarding convening land
use and social service planners should not be to convene but to educate.
Councilman Crescimbeni motioned for staff to finalize the document, including
Commissioner Bennett’s change, for a vote in February, 2018; seconded by Commissioner
Spicer. Motion carried.
Executive Committee
The Committee report was provided in the agenda packet for the Members’ information.
Personnel, Budget and Finance Policy Committee
Chair Register recognized the month September (end of the fiscal year) financials for the
Council showed a year-to-date net income was $113,857. This does not include any proceeds
from the building sale.
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Chair Register stated the Committee reviewed and approved the October 2017 Financial Report
for consideration by the Board and, on behalf of the Committee, moved approval of the
October 2017 Financial Report; seconded by Commissioner Spicer. Motion carried.
Chair Register stated the 1st Vice President, Mr. Stan Totman, was not reappointed to the
Board; leaving the position vacant. The Committee, acting as the nominating Committee,
nominates Mayor Robinson to move from 2nd Vice President up to 1st Vice President.
Commissioner Kreger motioned to approve Mayor Robinson as the 1st Vice President;
seconded by Commissioner Spicer. Motion carried.
A question was raised as to the pension liability numbers, currently reported as the same as last
year. Ms. Starling stated that the pension liability numbers are currently the same because staff
has not yet received the audited numbers for the last fiscal year.
Chair Register stated that after the sale of the building, there was $175,000 cash that the
Council realized and the Committee has been discussing ways to invest the funds, such as:
$25,000 EDA match towards the Innovate 2.0 Regional Development Economic Plan, $25,000
towards a Regional Evacuation Study, $25,000 Regional Fiscal Impact Analysis tool, and
$50,000 match to an EDA $200,000 grant for a Disaster Recovery Coordinator. This leaves
$50,000 remaining. The Committee would like to ask any Member of the Board to send
suggestions to Mr. Teeple for consideration by the Committee at their next meeting.
Mr. Teeple stated that the Council realized more than $175,000 from the sale of the building.
However, the Committee asked how much of the net proceeds could be used without affecting
cash flow or working capital and staff developed this amount.
OTHER REPORTS/ACTION ITEMS
City of Jacksonville Transmitted Amendment 17-8ESR (Ord 2017-666)
Mr. Preston presented the City of Jacksonville Transmitted Amendment 17-8ESR, a proposed
large-scale future land use map amendment change from Business Park (BP) (66.4 acres) and
Community/General Commercial (CGC) (28.51 acres) to Low Density Residential (LDR). The
change will accommodate the development of a single family residential development that will
serve as phase 3 of the adjoining Bainebridge Estates residential subdivision. However, a
potential significant or adverse impact to Thomas Creek, a regional facility, is possible from the
proposed development. Staff suggests that the City take steps to address the impacts prior to
adoption.
Discussion followed regarding the potential impacts to Thomas Creek, airport access and traffic
volume. Additional discussion covered the process based on NEFRC’s Board comments to local
governments and the State. Mr. Teeple stated that the vote is not to approve city ordinance, but
to approve the staff review report on the transmitted amendment. The approved report will then
be sent to the City for their consideration as they go into the second step of the process, which is
to consider it for adoption.
1st Vice President Robinson inquired what the pleasure of the Board is regarding City of
Jacksonville Transmitted Ordinance 2017-666, with the clarification that the approval will be for
the staff report.
NEFRC December 7, 2017

Board Meeting Minutes

Page 3

Mr. Drew moved approval of the staff review report on City of Jacksonville Transmitted
Ordinance 2017-666 with the words ‘strongly recommend that the City look into the
drainage issue’, seconded by Commissioner Spicer.
Councilman Crescimbeni inquired about how, if approved by this Board, this amendment
would come back to this body. Mr. Teeple stated it would be as an adoption by the City. Then
this Board would determine whether the City has adequately taken the Board’s concerns
seriously. If they have, the Board would find the amendment consistent with the Strategic
Regional Policy Plan. If they have not, the Board can recommend to the Department of
Economic Opportunity that they challenge the comprehensive plan amendment.
Discussion continued on the process once the Council’s concerns have been provided to the local
government and the State.
Commissioner Harvey motioned to call the question. On voice vote the motion carried with
Mr. Hart opposing.
1st Vice President Robinson called for a vote on the motion on the floor. On voice vote
motion carried with the following opposing: Councilman Crescimbeni, Mr. Drew,
Councilman Gulliford, Commissioner Spicer and Mr. Spaeth.
City of Jacksonville Adopted Amendment 17-1ER
Ms. Moehring presented the City of Jacksonville Adopted Amendment 17-1ER, a proposed text
amendment to the Conservation and Coastal Management Element. In adopting the amendment,
the City designates an Adaptation Action Area (AAA) using the boundary of the CHHA, a way
to bring focus to the vulnerabilities of an area that emergency preparedness-related policies
already recognize as requiring special attention. They specifically reference the designation as an
opportunity to consider current and future risks associated with sea level rise. Perhaps most
significantly, the policies include a working group to focus on the AAA. As well as being
consistent with the Emergency Preparedness and Resiliency Goals of the Strategic Regional
Policy Plan (SRPP), the adopted amendment aligns with the following SRPP policies:
Emergency Preparedness Policies 20-28, Natural Resources Policies 8, 10, and 11 and the “Our
Vision for Resiliency” section of First Coast Vision, which is part of the SRPP. Staff
respectfully recommends that the Board of Directors find the City of Jacksonville Adopted
Amendment 17-1ER consistent with the Strategic Regional Policy Plan.
Mr. Hart left the meeting.
1st Vice President Robinson called for a motion. Mr. Drew motioned find the City of
Jacksonville Adopted Amendment 17-1ER consistent with the Strategic Regional Policy
Plan; seconded by Commissioner Harvey. Motion carried.
Mr. Hart returned to meeting.
City of Palm Coast Adopted Amendment 17-1ESR
Mr. Preston presented the City of Palm Coast Adopted Amendment 17-1ESR, which changes the
Future Land Use Map (FLUM) designation of approximately 90 acres on the subject site from
Greenbelt to Residential and Industrial. The amendment also includes the delineation of a
Conservation area to follow more closely the environmental features of the site as well as the
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addition of a footnote on the FLUM to limit residential development to 348 dwelling units and
non-residential development to 350,000 square feet for the 145-acre parcel. No regional adverse
effects have been identified and no extra-jurisdictional impacts that would be inconsistent with
the comprehensive plan of an affected local government were identified.
1st Vice President Robinson called for a motion. Commissioner Harvey motioned to find
the City of Palm Coast Adopted Amendment 17-1ESR consistent with the Strategic
Regional Policy Plan; seconded by Commissioner Spicer. Motion carried.
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) Approval
Ms. Moehring presented the updated CEDS, which includes two additional projects on the
projects list; JHealth, a feasibility study for establishing a healthcare innovation center in the
region, and the Regional Community Institute’s water plan – Water Beyond Borders. The
Committee also recommends the alignment of the Innovate process with the upcoming CEDS
plan update for one clear and united vision for economic development of Northeast Florida.
During the open comment period, no comments were received. Staff respectfully request
approval of adding the two new projects to the CEDS for submission to the Economic
Development Administration. A brief discussion followed.
1st Vice President Robinson called for a motion. Commissioner Kreger motioned to
approve the addition of JHealth and Water Beyond Borders to the CEDS project list;
seconded Commissioner Harvey. Motion carried.
Innovate NEFL 2.0 Consultant Selection
Mr. Teeple provided a brief overview of the request for proposal for a consultant to undertake
the comprehensive strategic regional economic development plan (Innovate Northeast Florida
2.0). The RFP was issued and a review committee was formed to rank the proposals received.
The Committee was comprised of representatives from NEFRC, CareerSource, JAXUSA, St.
Johns County Economic Development, Jacksonville Civic Council, and Northeast Florida
Regional Transportation Committee. Based on the ranking, staff respectfully requests that the
Board authorize the Chief Executive Officer to negotiate and execute a contract. Discussion
followed.
1st Vice President Robinson called for a motion. Mr. Register motioned to authorize the
CEO to negotiate and execute a contract with the highest ranked firm; failing successful
negotiations with the highest ranked firm, authorize the CEO to negotiate and execute a
contract with the second highest ranked firm. The motion was seconded by Commissioner
Spicer. Motion carried.
Resolution 2017-11: Recognizing Stan Totman
Mr. Teeple presented Resolution 2017-11 recognizing, the City of Baldwin’s former Mayor, Mr.
Stan Totman’s service on the Regional Council Board of Directors as a Municipal representative
for Duval County.
1st Vice President Robinson called for a motion. Mr. Register motioned to approve
Resolution 2017-11; seconded by Mr. Harvey. Motion carried.
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Resolution 2017-12: Recognizing Ronald Timonere
Mr. Teeple presented Resolution 2017-12 recognizing Mr. Ronald Timonere for is service on the
Regional Council Board of Directors as a gubernatorial representative.
1st Vice President Robinson called for a motion. Commissioner Harvey motioned to
approve Resolution 2017-12; seconded by Mr. Register. Motion carried.
2017 Award Winners
The Members were provided with the list of award winners as selected by the Executive
Committee. The winners will be honored at the Elected Officials Luncheon and Awards
Ceremony immediately following this meeting.
Draft Mission Statement
Mr. Teeple directed the Members attention to a draft Mission Statement that is provided for their
review and consideration at the February 2018 meeting.
Policy Update
Ms. Moehring stated that the 2018 Regional Leadership Academy (RLA) Class of 2018 is
nearing finalization. P2R2 Committee will be meeting 12/15/17 here at the NEFRC. She
recently attended a US Green Building Coalition meeting in which the City of Orlando’s
Director of Sustainability, Mr. Chris Castro, provided information on the return on investment
for sustainability. Mr. Castro offered that, for those who wanted more information, the Orlando
Mayor is willing to visit our Region to share the reasons for his commitment to sustainability.
The City of Jacksonville has expressed in interest along with the City of St. Augustine and the
City of Atlantic Beach. Ms. Moehring stated that if any of the Members are interested to please
contact her and she will pass the information on to the USGBC.
Legislative Update
Mr. Teeple stated that staff is still awaiting one county’s priorities. Once it is received, the 2018
Legislative Priorities will be published shortly thereafter.
Florida Regional Councils Association Update
Mr. Teeple stated that the Policy Board will meet on January 12th in Tallahassee.
Council Contracts Update
The City of Atlantic Beach has asked the Council to update their land development regulations;
and two health departments (Bradford/Union and Baker Counties) have requested active
continuity of operations exercises. All contracts are to be finalized shortly.
PUBLIC COMMENT
None.
EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS’ REPORTS
Florida Department of Economic Opportunity
Mr. Register reported on a survey of approximately 450 regions regarding states with the best
business climates. The survey ranked Florida as the second best with Texas being named the
state with the best business climate.
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Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Mr. Simpson stated that Department of Environmental Protection will be holding their annual
workshop Large Quantity Generators and hazardous waste on January 10, 2018. Please feel free
to contact him with any issues they can assist with or to help facilitate any assistance.
Florida Department of Transportation
Ms. Karen Taulbee stated there was nothing new to report.
St. Johns River Water Management District
Mr. Peluso stated that the SJRWMD’s Cost Share Program unveiling is being moved up to
January from the February/March time frame. This is to allow awareness of the Program by
local governments, utilities and stakeholders during the Legislative Session. In the event that a
particular appropriation project does not get funded through the Legislature, the WMD’s Cost
Share Program could be an optional funding source. He stated that 33% of construction costs
could be paid for through the program, up to $2 million, and the WMD will cover up to 50% of a
water conservation project.
1ST VICE PRESIDENTS REPORT
The Members were reminded that the luncheon and awards ceremony begins at 12 noon in
Studio A of WJCT.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT
Mr. Teeple introduced new employee, Mr. Tyler Nolen, to the Board of Directors. The Council
Highlights was provided for the Members information.
Next Meeting Date
The next Council Board of Director’s meeting is scheduled for February 1, 2018 at the Northeast
Florida Regional Council, 100 Festival Park Avenue, Jacksonville, 32202 at 10:00 a.m.
Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 12:12 p.m.

____________________________________
Jimmy Anderson
President
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MEMORANDUM

DATE:

JANUARY 24, 2018

TO:

NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

THRU:

BRIAN D. TEEPLE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

FROM:

MARGO MOEHRING, POLICY DIRECTOR

RE:

DRAFT AFFORDABLE HOUSING NEEDS PLAN

.
Attached is the draft Affordable Housing Needs Plan that the Affordable Housing Committee
approved for the Board’s consideration. As requested by the Board, the Plan has been finalized
and addressed Commissioner Bennett’s concern. Therefore, staff respectfully request that the
Northeast Florida Regional Council Board of Directors adopt the Affordable Housing Needs
Plan at their February 1, 2018 meeting.

NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL

AFFORDABLE HOUSING NEEDS PLAN

Contents
INTRODUCTION .................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 3
ECONOMIC AND FISCAL BENEFITS TO THE COMMUNITY............................................................................................................................................................. 4
ECONOMIC AND FISCAL BENEFITS TO THE BUSINESS SECTOR ...................................................................................................................................................... 5
COUNTY OVERVIEW ............................................................................................................................................................................................................ 5
GOAL ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 10
MEASURES OF SUCCESS ..................................................................................................................................................................................................... 10
REGIONAL AFFORDABLE HOUSING STRATEGIES ...................................................................................................................................................................... 12
Training .................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 12
Clearinghouse .......................................................................................................................................................................................................... 12
Partnerships ............................................................................................................................................................................................................. 12
Create More Affordable Units ................................................................................................................................................................................. 13
Regional Strategy ..................................................................................................................................................................................................... 13
Champion ................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 14
Appendix ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 15
ALICE ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 15
Affordable/Available Rental Analysis ....................................................................................................................................................................... 16
Homelessness .......................................................................................................................................................................................................... 18
SHIP Program Investment and Households/Individuals Served .............................................................................................................................. 19
Exhibit 1 – Excerpt from 2017 Update for Florida, United Way ALICE Report ........................................................................................................ 20
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INTRODUCTION
Northeast Florida has been focused on how it wants to grow since 300 leaders played “Reality Check” with Legos and yarn in 2009
and told the world where they wanted jobs and housing to be in 2060. Since that time, the Lego game was played in all seven counties
in Northeast Florida and twice with young people from throughout the region, the region was polled regarding its preferences and the
regional growth pattern of Multiple Growth Centers was chosen by a wide margin. This allows for job centers in each county, so that
residents can choose to work close to home. First Coast Vision, the 2011 regional visioning effort that preceded the update to
NEFRC’s Strategic Regional Policy Plan, imagined a future where a range of housing choices is available, affordable and works for
all of our residents. The Strategic Regional Policy Plan (SRPP) incorporates the vision and includes the following Goal:
A safe, sanitary, efficient and resilient housing supply that provides lifestyle choice (agricultural, rural, suburban, and urban) and
affordable options for all income, age and ability groups, equitably placed in vibrant, viable and accessible communities throughout
the region.
The SRPP also includes the need for an “Affordable Housing Needs Plan”, without defining the parameters of such a plan. This
recognizes that regions must think through what they want to become, and then determine what they need to accomplish their goals.
This Affordable Housing Needs Plan includes what the Ad Hoc Affordable Housing Committee of the Northeast Florida Regional
Council believes is needed to achieve the affordable housing goal, what metrics will help us determine success, and how leadership
will be provided to guide implementation. They began with a concern that affordable housing is a purely local issue, and ended with a
focus on the regional gaps that may be filled to make it easier for localities to provide affordable housing. They address the range of
affordable housing, as does the goal: “affordable options for all income, age and ability groups”, and so address the full spectrum of
income levels, from extreme poverty to 120% of area median income.

The affordable/available rental analysis included with the

metrics at the end of this plan estimate that there is a deficit of more than 29,000 units regionally needed by households making up to
30% of average median income, more than 30,000 units needed for those making up to 50% of average median income and more than
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17,000 units needed for those making up to 80% of average median income. Ultimately, the prosperity of the residents and businesses
in Northeast Florida depends on overcoming challenges at both the local and regional level, and it is only in partnership that we will
succeed.

ECONOMIC AND FISCAL BENEFITS TO THE COMMUNITY
Affordable housing has short and long term benefits that are often overlooked or misunderstood.

According to the Planning

Commissioners Journal in 20111, not only are there short term benefits of building or rehabilitation affordable units as seen in the
building construction field, but they estimate 100 affordable units will generate 120 jobs during the construction phase. The
misunderstanding comes in with units once they are occupied. Those 100 units generate approximately 30 jobs, which is similar to the
job generation of market rate units. According to a Chattanooga, Tennessee example cited in The Urban Land Institute’s “Ten
Principles for Developing Affordable Housing”, affordable housing provides jobs, tax revenues and local business income well
beyond a 1.65% multiplier to the affordable housing developer’s direct investment2. Like market rate units, affordable units generate
one-time revenue for local governments, in the form of permit, impact and utility fees. This factor provides an opportunity to support
affordable housing without spending local government funds, as waiving of such fees can be an option in the “tool box’ of local
governments. Another area of misunderstanding is the effect of affordable housing on nearby property values. Affordable housing
that is well designed, built, managed and maintained is most likely to have a neutral or positive impact on nearby property values.
Affordable development in areas that are “taking off” or “revitalizing” are positive factors that add to and speed up overall success.
Another misunderstanding is that affordable housing costs communities more money than market rate housing because lower income
families tend to have more children, and this costs money for schools. Overall, the average number of children per household has
1

Cohen, Rebecca and Wardrip, Keith, The Economic and Fiscal Benefits of Affordable Housing, Planning Commissioner Journal Number 83 Summer 2011
Bach, Alexa, Prema Katari Gupta, Richard,Haughey, George Kelly, Michael Pawlukiewicz,and Michael Pitchford,. Ten Principles for Developing Affordable
Housing. Washington, D.C.:ULI–the Urban Land Institute, 2007.
2
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been falling for many years, and there is only a small difference in the number of children per household when comparing income
levels. Affordable and moderate –income purchasers have a lower risk of delinquency and foreclosure than buyers with prime or subprime loans. In addition, taking advantage of homes in foreclosure for affordable housing programs saves communities costs in
maintenance, and also reduces the risk that nearby homes will experience loss in property value, and local governments in tax revenue,
that occur when vacancies exist near occupied homes.

ECONOMIC AND FISCAL BENEFITS TO THE BUSINESS SECTOR
The cited Planning Commissioners Journal article further notes that in a national survey of 300 companies, 55% of the largest
respondents cited an insufficient level of affordable housing in their proximity, and 2/3rds of the same respondents believed that the
shortage negatively affected their ability to hold onto qualified employees. From this perspective, lack of affordable housing becomes
a competitive disadvantage for Northeast Florida.

Living in affordable housing also increases the residual income that those

households have to spend, and this increased buying power allows businesses to gain additional business.

COUNTY OVERVIEW
In order to get a more complete understanding of what was and wasn’t working in affordable housing in each of the seven counties in
the region, the Committee invited each county and interested parties to an information gathering meeting in November 2016, and
Council staff conducted a “listening tour” during November 2017. As the SHIP Program data and information are covered elsewhere
in this report that information will not be repeated here. The results are presented below.
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Baker County
In addition to SHIP activities, the Northeast Florida Community Action Agency, USDA, the Baker County Veterans Council, the
Macclenny Housing Authority and nearly all of the community churches participate at some level in providing housing assistance to
needy households. The Macclenny Housing Authority manages 80 public housing units and 147 Section 8 Vouchers, both with
waiting lists. While the overall rental market is extremely tight, Baker County currently has a new 30 unit multi-family affordable
housing development under construction by a private developer. Baker County also allows close family members to develop homes on
family land too small to otherwise meet density requirements. In order to reduce the price of housing, Baker County has suspended
transportation impact fees on new home construction. Only Macclenny has the infrastructure needed to support multi-family housing.
The gap between affordable housing needs and affordable housing resources is very pronounced in Baker County. It was summed up
at the November, 2017 meeting with a general consensus that the approaches Baker County is using to address affordable housing are
working, but more of all of them would be needed to address the problem.
Clay County
The Clay County Housing Finance Authority (CCHFA) was created to provide safe, sanitary, and decent housing; to encourage
investment by private enterprise and stimulation of construction and rehabilitation of housing through the use of public funds. The
HFA issues bonds to raise money for affordable housing. They also buy and rehabilitate houses that are then used for affordable
rentals.
Clay County also has an entity called Mercy Support Services that provides the communication and coordination between social
service agencies and faith-based groups and provides access to resources and services to the low income, needy and homeless. Mercy
Support Services serves the people of Clay County who are circumstantially in need by providing services that guide them to selfsufficiency through a network of compassionate-hearted people and organizations.
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Through these two organizations Clay County has embarked on a homeless initiative by rehabilitation apartments for the homeless.
Duval County
The City of Jacksonville is served by a number of agencies and organizations dedicated to the affordable housing issue. The City of
Jacksonville is a CDBG Entitlement Community, and as such, funds come directly from HUD for a variety of activities including
affordable housing. Use of the CDBG funds is governed by the required Consolidated Plan.
The Jacksonville Housing Finance Authority exists for the purpose of addressing affordable housing needs in Duval County, Florida
by stimulating the construction and rehabilitation of housing through the use of public financing. The JHFA is empowered to alleviate
the shortage of affordable residential housing and to provide capital for investment in such facilities for low, moderate or middle
income families and persons anywhere within Duval County, Florida through the issuance of its mortgage revenue bonds.
The Jacksonville Housing Authority operates the public housing program and the Section 8 Voucher program. The public Housing
program has properties across the City and houses approximately 2,378 families.
Various other organizations in the City such as LISC, Habitat for Humanity and Ability Housing also provide affordable housing
related services. Organizations like these operate throughout the region and are valuable in all counties, but as the county with the
largest population, Duval has the widest diversity of such organizations.
Currently there are a couple of affordable multi-family projects being developed in the Downtown area. These projects are targeted
for persons making 60% if average median income. However, in general, Duval County has found that market rental rates have
increased therefore making it difficult to serve the full range of households making 30% to 140% of the average median household
income.

Page 7

In 2016 the City passed an ordinance to connect surplus city owned land with developers who want to construct affordable housing.
Also the City is exploring the possibilities of repurposing empty commercial structures for affordable housing.
Flagler County
Flagler County has two distinct geographical areas, the largely rural west and the more urbanized areas of Palm Coast and the beaches.
The needs and types of affordable housing in these two areas are different with mobile homes predominating the west and
conventional built housing in the east.
HUD tables for subsidies allowable for renters based on HUD guidelines are far below the local market prices. The supply of available
rental units, especially for affordable housing is very, very tight. Land and home prices have climbed so high that entry level teachers,
firefighters and law enforcement households are now moving into Daytona and into the more rural areas of the County causing
commuting demands on the road network.
Palm Coast recently became a CDBG Entitlement Community and through its Consolidated Plan uses some of that funding for
affordable housing.
Nassau County
The Fernandina Beach Housing Authority manages 57 public housing units and 47 Section 8 vouchers. Fernandina Beach allows for
higher densities for projects that include affordable housing and recently worked with a developer to provide 10% of the units in a
market rate multi-family project as affordable units. Fernandina Beach has waived impact fees for affordable housing. Nassau County
has asked the University of Florida’s Shimberg Center to perform a housing needs assessment plan which will encompass a variety of
analyses including an overview of existing housing stock, cost burdens, commuting workforce and will divide the County into 3
regions. Nassau County intends to use small area plans to proactively plan for the needs and goals of the County, which includes the
incentivization of affordable housing and fiscally responsible development patterns that provide high quality services and amenities to
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strengthen the work/life balance. This includes working with transit partners to create and implement advanced transit and walkability
opportunities and working with economic development partners to create vibrant and sustainable places.
Putnam County
The Palatka Housing Authority operates public housing and Section 8 Voucher programs.

Limited other affordable housing

organizations/initiatives exist in the County. Due to relatively inexpensive housing costs citizens of modest means from nearby
counties, priced out of their home county markets have migrated to Putnam County to take up residence. This, plus local needs, has
led to a critical shortage of available rental housing. There are only two affordable housing apartment complexes in Putnam County.
About half of all residential building permits issued are issued for mobile homes. No infrastructure to support multifamily is available
in many parts of the County. There is currently a moratorium on residential impact fees.
St. Johns County
In 1980 St. Johns County established a Housing Finance Authority. The Authority is authorized, in furtherance of the public purposes
described in it organizational documents, to alleviate the shortage of affordable residential housing facilities and to provide capital for
investment in such facilities for low, moderate and middle-income families in St. Johns County by issuing its revenue bonds.
St. Johns County also has the St. Johns Housing Partnership, a not-for-profit whose mission is to promote safe, decent and affordable
housing in North Florida by creating links between the public and private sectors on projects that create low- and moderate-income
housing. They rebuild neglected homes and neighborhoods, thus benefiting disadvantaged areas and enhancing community economic
and social development.
St. Johns County recently became a CDBG Entitlement County and expenditures for affordable housing initiatives are governed by
their Consolidated Plan.

Page 9

St. Johns County had a rental market with little affordable rents before the 2016 and 2017 hurricanes and storms. Since those storms,
average rents have increased by about $200 per unit. An unexpected migration of people from the southern part of the State to the
County has also exacerbated the rental market issues. St. Johns County currently has only one shelter for the homeless.
The County has spent over $1.5 million from monies from developments of regional impact to fund five affordable housing projects.
St. Johns County is also funding four homeless projects and helping with emergency rehabilitations for mobile homes. On one project,
St. Johns County is allowing the impact fees payment to be carried for 5 years with a lien. Some decisions have been made to dispose
of County-owned surplus properties for use for workforce housing.

GOAL
Overarching Regional Goal: A safe, sanitary, efficient and resilient housing supply that provides lifestyle choice (agricultural, rural,
suburban, and urban) and affordable options for all income, age and ability groups, equitably placed in vibrant, viable and accessible
communities throughout the region.

MEASURES OF SUCCESS
We will know if we are succeeding if:


Each County positively impacts ALICE households

ALICE stands for Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed. It is a metric created and measured by the United Way, and is a
way for Florida Counties to consider the number of households that struggle to afford basic needs. The percentage of households
below the ALICE threshold in Northeast Florida varies from a high of 52% in Putnam County to a low of 28% in St. Johns County.
This number is not a fair measure of affordable housing, as it may simply be a measure of wealth. More useful indicators are the
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Housing portion of the monthly Household Survival Budget, which ranges between $644 for a family (2 adults, one infant and one
preschooler) in Putnam County and $935 in Flagler County. Counties may also positively impact ALICE households by reducing the
monthly costs within a survival budget associated with child care, food, transportation, health care or taxes, and changes to these will
be noted. In addition, ALICE provides the housing burden of homeowners and renters, or the % of those who pay more than 30% of
their income for their housing costs. This homeownership metric varies from a low of 22% in Baker and Putnam Counties, and a high
of 29% in Flagler County. The renter metric varies between a low of 45% in Clay and Nassau Counties, and a high of 59% in Putnam
County. As each of these metrics may change based on factors beyond simply the number of affordable housing units, each will be
reported as a metric of this plan each time the ALICE report is updated. The relevant data plus an excerpt from the 2017 Update to the
Florida ALICE Report from the United Way is included in the Appendix.


Each County reduces homelessness

The metric for homelessness is always subject to question, as there is no easy way to count the homeless and individual circumstances
change. It is, however, the ultimate measure of success in providing affordable housing, even if it touches on many other issues
beyond just the availability and affordability of units. Northeast Florida will combine the annual count of homeless citizens by County
(Baker County does not participate in the count) plus the estimated number of homeless households determined by the Florida
Department of Education Homeless Student Data, and the Unaccompanied Homeless Youth Data included in that report. The relevant
data plus the source data is included in the Appendix.


Each County increases the number of affordable units from local strategies

Each County and Local Government is asked to identify a strategy or set of strategies that they want the region to track to assess their
increases in affordable units. A baseline will be developed from an initial survey provided to each local government after approval of
this plan, and the number of units produced will be tracked annually, again by survey, thereafter.
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REGIONAL AFFORDABLE HOUSING STRATEGIES
Training
NEFRC will educate social service planners and land use planners by convening the two groups to discuss how they impact each
other’s activities, how they can share data, and how they can help achieve each other’s goals.
NEFRC will assemble bankers, developers and other experts to teach about pro formas. The audience will be social service and land
use planners as well as non-profit housing providers.
NEFRC will coordinate with developers on assembly of a developer’s packet. It will contain a synopsis of this plan, a list of lenders
and programs from the clearinghouse, and sample pro formas for affordable housing.
NEFRC will reach out to appraisers on the value of energy efficiency/resiliency/accessibility. The goal is recognition of the value of
these building attributes when appraising affordable housing.

Clearinghouse
NEFRC will conduct an annual survey of what services banks are providing, where, and what kind of deals they are looking for in the
Northeast Florida market. Results will be posted on a matrix available online.
NEFRC will provide a way to communicate such as a contact list or a list serve to share opportunities for investment with banks, and
banks interests with communities and providers. NEFRC will also provide a way for communities and NFPs to ask banks for what
they need, such as training, expertise, or funding.
NEFRC will coordinate with banks on a tour of projects that may serve as models for communities in Northeast Florida.

Partnerships
NEFRC will work with banks to ensure they know where funding is needed in support of affordable housing.
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NEFRC will increase its familiarity with the Florida Community Loan Fund, and will explore the possibility of making Federal Home
Loan Bank programs available to the entire region, by potentially partnering with the Housing Finance Authorities in Clay or Duval
Counties or creating other authorities.
NEFRC will launch this plan by reaching out to partners. To build a constituency for Affordable Housing, the Urban Land Institute,
the Northeast Florida Association of Realtors ULI, and the Northeast Florida Builders Association will be contacted and asked to
convene stakeholders.
Once the strategies above are underway, NEFRC will convene interested parties to consider an Opportunity Bond and the structure
and programs to implement it, or other regional approaches to funding.

Create More Affordable Units
NEFRC will share lessons learned and best practices related to land banking and land donation programs, including St. Johns
County’s experience in West Augustine and Duval County’s experience with the land donation program.
NEFRC will ask each community to have its own strategy to address its needs. These may include density bonuses, inclusionary
requirements, waiving fees, alternative infrastructure requirements, encouragement of affordable housing types (accessory units, cohabitation, etc.), funding, etc.

Regional Strategy
NEFRC will begin to implement this Affordable Housing Needs Plan immediately. With the benefit of experience and lessons learned
from the Needs Plan, but before the next update to the Strategic Regional Policy Plan (SRPP), NEFRC will convene all of its counties
to discuss how their policies and strategies relate to each other. This will include an update on regional transit initiatives. The results
of this discussion may be reflected in the Housing and other elements of the next SRPP.
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Champion
NEFRC will consider how the region might hire a regional Affordable Housing champion.
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Appendix
The Need: Metrics related to Affordable Housing in Northeast Florida

ALICE
County

Baker
Clay
Duval
Flagler
Nassau
Putnam
St. Johns

Housing Portion of
Monthly Household
Survival Budget
(Family)

$728
$931
$931
$935
$931
$644
$931

Percent of Percent of Renters
Homeowners who who Pay More than
Pay More than
30% of their
30% of their Income on Housing
Income on Housing
Costs
Costs
22%
53%
20%
45%
26%
52%
29%
47%
26%
45%
22%
59%
25%
50%
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Affordable/Available Rental Analysis

A

Place
Baker County
Clay County
Duval County
Flagler County
Nassau County
Putnam County
St. Johns County
Region

Renters 0‐30% AMI
B
C

Renter Households Affordable Units
625
560
2,220
1,360
29,945
13,560
1,135
630
1,290
1,125
1,755
1,264
2,895
1,730
39,865
20,229

Affordable @ 30% AMI
D
E

Absolute
Difference
Between Renters
and Affordable
Units (C‐B)
65
860
16,385
505
165
491
1,165
19,636

Affordable Units
per 100 Renter
Households
(C/(B/100))
90
61
45
56
87
72
60
51

F

Affordable/Available @ 30% AMI
G

Affordable &
Available Units
260
340
7,925
125
665
574
560
10,449

H

Affordable, Not Available @ 30% AMI
I

Absolute
Affordable &
Difference
Between Renters Available Units per Affordable Units
Occupied by
100 Renter
and Affordable &
Higher Income
Households
Available Units (F‐
(F/(B/100))
B)
Households (C‐F)
(365)
42
300
(1,880)
15
1,020
(22,020)
26
5,635
(1,010)
11
505
(625)
52
460
(1,181)
33
690
(2,335)
19
1,170
(29,416)
26
9,780
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A

Place
Baker County
Clay County
Duval County
Flagler County
Nassau County
Putnam County
St. Johns County
Region

Renters 0‐50% AMI
B
C

Affordable @ 50% AMI
D
E

Renter Households Affordable Units
914
1,045
4,890
3,380
51,815
34,045
2,175
1,045
2,345
2,225
3,280
2,794
5,515
3,190
70,934
47,724

Absolute
Difference
Affordable Units
Between Renters
per 100 Renter
and Affordable
Households
Units (C‐B)
(C/(B/100))
131
114
(1,510)
69
(17,770)
66
(1,130)
48
(120)
95
(486)
85
(2,325)
58
(23,210)
67

Affordable &
Available Units
915
2,735
29,150
845
1,930
2,138
2,670
40,383

C

Affordable @ 80% AMI
D
E

F

Affordable Units
1,895
13,480
110,700
4,870
4,960
5,804
12,560
154,269

Absolute Difference Affordable Units per
100 Renter
Between Renters
Households
and Affordable
(C/(B/100))
Units (C‐B)
721
161
5,135
162
30,125
137
1,280
136
1,425
140
1,089
123
3,270
135
43,045
139

Renters 0‐80% AMI
A

Place
Baker County
Clay County
Duval County
Flagler County
Nassau County
Putnam County
St. Johns County
Region

B

Renter Households
1,174
8,345
80,575
3,590
3,535
4,715
9,290
111,224

F

Affordable/Available @ 50% AMI
G

Affordable, Not Available @ 50% AMI
I

Absolute
Difference
Affordable &
Between Renters Available Units per Affordable Units
and Affordable &
100 Renter
Occupied by Higher
Income
Available Units (F‐
Households
Households (C‐F)
B)
(F/(B/100))
1
100
130
(2,155)
56
645
(22,665)
56
4,895
(1,330)
39
200
(415)
82
295
(1,142)
65
656
(2,845)
48
520
(30,551)
57
7,341

Affordable/Available @ 80% AMI
G

Affordable &
Available Units
1,529
6,775
67,610
2,240
4,065
4,803
7,170
94,192

H

H

Affordable, Not Available @ 80% AMI
I

Affordable &
Absolute Difference Available Units per Affordable Units
Occupied by Higher
100 Renter
Between Renters
Households
and Affordable &
Income Households
(F/(B/100))
Available Units (F‐B)
(C‐F)
355
130
366
(1,570)
81
6,705
(12,965)
84
43,090
(1,350)
62
2,630
530
115
895
88
102
1,001
(2,120)
77
5,390
(17,032)
85
60,077
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Homelessness
County

Baker
Clay
Duval
Flagler
Nassau
Putnam
St. Johns

2015 Homeless
Count (*Baker
County does not
participate)

147
1,566
105
140
26
1,161

UF Calculations
UF Calculations
based on FDOE based on FDOE FY
FY 14/15 Data:
14/15 Data:
Estimated Family
Unaccompanied
Households
Youth
43
9
471
100
802
170
266
57
199
42
272
58
320
68

Total

52*
718
2,538
428
381
356
1,549
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SHIP Program Investment and Households/Individuals Served

County (last
completed
SHIP Year)

Purchase
Assistance

Baker (13/14)
Clay (13/14)
Duval (14/15)

Flagler
(14/15)
Nassau
(14/15)
Putnam
(13/14)
St. Johns
(14/15)

New
Construction/
Reconstruction

Rehabilitation
Owner/Rental

Emergency
Repairs

1/$65,000

1/$11,331

4/$34,335

Disaster
Repair/
Mitigation

18/$301,401
141/$1,507,150

16/$309,375

104/$1,703,710
Owner
120/$803,005
Rental
6/$145,161

10/$204,443

3/$186,915

3/$67,588

9/$159,636
31/$681,817

Special
Needs/Non
Profit
(Clay only)

Security
Deposits
Utility
Fees

Foreclosure
Prevention

Rapid
Rehousing

Rental Housing
Development

$148,615

2/$4,990
4/$19,500
14/$148,677
15/$170,000
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Exhibit 1 – Excerpt from 2017 Update for Florida, United Way ALICE Report
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ALICE IN BAKER COUNTY
Population: 27,135 | Number of Households: 8,205
Median Household Income: $47,121 (state average: $49,426)
Florida Underemployment Rate for 2015: 11.5%
Households Below ALICE Threshold: 3,749 (46%)

How many households are struggling?

UNITED WAY ALICE REPORT – 2017 UPDATE FOR FLORIDA – EXHIBIT I

What does it cost
to afford the basic
necessities?
The bare-minimum Household
Survival Budget does not include
any savings, leaving a household
vulnerable to unexpected
expenses. ALICE households
typically earn above the Federal
Poverty Level of $11,770 for a
single adult and $24,250 for a
family of four, but less than the
Household Survival Budget.

Households by Income, 2007 to 2015
120031

10,000
8,596

8,492

90%

8,205

9,000

80%

8,000

70%

7,000

60%

6,000
54%

50%
62%

64%

40%

5,000
4,000

Total Households

100%

Percent of Households

ALICE is an acronym for Asset
Limited, Income Constrained,
Employed – households that earn
more than the Federal Poverty
Level, but less than the basic cost
of living for the county (the ALICE
Threshold, or AT). Combined, the
number of poverty and ALICE
households equals the total
population struggling to afford
basic needs. The percentage
of households below the ALICE
Threshold changes over time
(left axis, blue bars) as does the
total number of households (right
axis, dotted yellow line). The
Great Recession, from 2007 to
2010, caused hardship for many
families. Conditions started to
improve in 2010 and 2012 for
some, but not for all.

3,000

30%
20%

20%

22%

10%

N/A
#N/A

0%

Poverty

30%

2,000
1,000

14%

18%

16%

2010

2012

2015

ALICE

Above AT

-

Total HH

Household Survival Budget, Baker County
2 ADULTS, 1 INFANT,
1 PRESCHOOLER

SINGLE ADULT
Monthly Costs
Housing

$491

$728

$–

$757

Food

$165

$547

Transportation

$322

$644

Health Care

$165

$634

Miscellaneous

$130

$347

Taxes

$160

$162

Child Care

Monthly Total

$1,433

$3,819

ANNUAL TOTAL

$17,196

$45,828

POVERTY ANNUAL TOTAL

$11,770

$24,250

Sources: 2015 Point-in-Time Data: American Community Survey. ALICE Demographics: American Community
Survey; the ALICE Threshold. Budget: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD); U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA); Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS); Internal Revenue Service (IRS); Florida
Department of Education, Office of Early Learning.

How many families with children are struggling?
Children add significant expense to a family budget, so it is not surprising that many
families with children live below the ALICE Threshold. Though more Baker County
families are headed by married parents, a greater percent of single parent families
have income below the AT (left axis, blue bar). Total number of families in each
category are reflected by dotted yellow bars (right axis).

Families with Children by Income, 2015

Baker County, 2015
Total HH

% ALICE
&
Poverty

Macclenny

1,899

49%

Macclenny CCD

4,493

42%

Sanderson CCD

3,712

50%

Town

120032
1,693

1,800

8%

90%
80%

1,400

70%

60%

1,600

29%
44%

1,200

72%

1,000

50%

48%

40%

800

615

600

30%

20%
10%

48%

14%

Total Households

Percent of Families with Children

100%

400
23%

14%

175

200
0

0%
Married

Single
FemaleHeaded

Poverty

ALICE

Single
MaleHeaded

Above AT

Total HH

Ownership of assets can contribute to stability of households. Yet few families
in Baker County own liquid assets, such as a savings account, 401(k) plan,
or rental income, that are readily available to cover emergency expenses.
Vehicles, the most common asset, depreciate over time. Homeownership, the
next most common asset, can build wealth, but is not a liquid asset.

Assets, All Households, 2015

120033

120%

Percent of Households

100%
4+ Vehicles
80%

3 Vehicles

60%
2 Vehicles

With Mortgage

1 Vehicle

No Mortgage

Vehicle

Home

40%

20%
0%

Interest, Dividends, or Rental
Income

Note: Municipal-level data on this page
is for Places and County Subdivisions,
which include Census Designated Places
(CDP), and Census County Divisions
(CCD), relatively permanent statistical areas
delineated cooperatively by the Census
Bureau and state and local government
authorities. These are overlapping
geographies so totals will not match countylevel data. Municipal-level data often relies
on 5-year averages and is not available for
the smallest towns that do not report income.

UNITED WAY ALICE REPORT – 2017 UPDATE FOR FLORIDA – EXHIBIT I

What assets do households have?

ALICE IN CLAY COUNTY
Population: 203,967 | Number of Households: 71,733
Median Household Income: $58,676 (state average: $49,426)
Florida Underemployment Rate for 2015: 11.5%
Households Below ALICE Threshold: 23,925 (33%)

How many households are struggling?

UNITED WAY ALICE REPORT – 2017 UPDATE FOR FLORIDA – EXHIBIT I

What does it cost
to afford the basic
necessities?
The bare-minimum Household
Survival Budget does not include
any savings, leaving a household
vulnerable to unexpected
expenses. ALICE households
typically earn above the Federal
Poverty Level of $11,770 for a
single adult and $24,250 for a
family of four, but less than the
Household Survival Budget.

Households by Income, 2007 to 2015
120191

100%

71,733
65,307

65,889

66,918

80,000
70,000

80%

60,000

70%

50,000

60%

40,000

50%
40%
70%

30%

63%

65%

67%

30,000

Total Households

90%

Percent of Households

ALICE is an acronym for Asset
Limited, Income Constrained,
Employed – households that earn
more than the Federal Poverty
Level, but less than the basic cost
of living for the county (the ALICE
Threshold, or AT). Combined, the
number of poverty and ALICE
households equals the total
population struggling to afford
basic needs. The percentage
of households below the ALICE
Threshold changes over time
(left axis, blue bars) as does the
total number of households (right
axis, dotted yellow line). The
Great Recession, from 2007 to
2010, caused hardship for many
families. Conditions started to
improve in 2010 and 2012 for
some, but not for all.

20,000

20%

24%

26%

21%

8%

11%

11%

12%

2007

2010

2012

2015

22%

10%

0%

Poverty

ALICE

Above AT

10,000

-

Total HH

Household Survival Budget, Clay County
2 ADULTS, 1 INFANT,
1 PRESCHOOLER

SINGLE ADULT
Monthly Costs
Housing

$628

$931

$–

$990

Food

$165

$547

Transportation

$322

$644

Health Care

$165

$634

Miscellaneous

$147

$403

Taxes

$191

$285

Child Care

Monthly Total

$1,618

$4,434

ANNUAL TOTAL

$19,416

$53,208

POVERTY ANNUAL TOTAL

$11,770

$24,250

Sources: 2015 Point-in-Time Data: American Community Survey. ALICE Demographics: American Community
Survey; the ALICE Threshold. Budget: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD); U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA); Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS); Internal Revenue Service (IRS); Florida
Department of Education, Office of Early Learning.

How many families with children are struggling?
Children add significant expense to a family budget, so it is not surprising that many
families with children live below the ALICE Threshold. Though more Clay County
families are headed by married parents, a greater percent of single parent families
have income below the AT (left axis, blue bar). Total number of families in each
category are reflected by dotted yellow bars (right axis).

5,381

49%

Fleming Island CDP

10,216

19%

Green Cove Springs

2,421

47%

Green Cove Springs
CCD

5,128

43%

587

34%

Keystone Heights CCD

6,562

45%

Lakeside CDP

11,310

34%

14,000

Middleburg CDP

4,438

49%

43%

12,000

Middleburg-Clay Hill
CCD

70%

18,568

34%

60%

82%

26%

Oakleaf Plantation CDP

6,830

20%

Orange Park

3,455

41%

Orange Park CCD

33,396

31%

353

53%

5,399

31%

10,000

50%

5%

8,000

40%
30%

0%

46%

45%

20%
10%

6,000

4,994

Penney Farms
Penney Farms CCD

4,000
1,618

12%

Total Households

Percent of Families with Children

80%

Keystone Heights

16,000

29%

% ALICE
&
Poverty
23%

18,000

16,094

Asbury Lake CDP

Total HH
2,867

120192

90%

Town

Bellair-Meadowbrook
Terrace CDP

Families with Children by Income, 2015
100%

Clay County, 2015

6%

2,000
0

Married

Single
FemaleHeaded

Poverty

Single
MaleHeaded

ALICE

Above AT

Total HH

Ownership of assets can contribute to stability of households. Yet few families in
Clay County own liquid assets, such as a savings account, 401(k) plan, or rental
income, that are readily available to cover emergency expenses. Vehicles,
the most common asset, depreciate over time. Homeownership, the next most
common asset, can build wealth, but is not a liquid asset.

Assets, All Households, 2015

120193

120%

Percent of Households

100%
80%

4+ Vehicles
3 Vehicles

60%

2 Vehicles
40%

20%

1 Vehicle

With Mortgage

No Mortgage

0%
Vehicle

Home

Interest, Dividends, or Rental
Income

Note: Municipal-level data on this page
is for Places and County Subdivisions,
which include Census Designated Places
(CDP), and Census County Divisions
(CCD), relatively permanent statistical areas
delineated cooperatively by the Census
Bureau and state and local government
authorities. These are overlapping
geographies so totals will not match countylevel data. Municipal-level data often relies
on 5-year averages and is not available for
the smallest towns that do not report income.

UNITED WAY ALICE REPORT – 2017 UPDATE FOR FLORIDA – EXHIBIT I

What assets do households have?

ALICE IN DUVAL COUNTY
Population: 913,010 | Number of Households: 343,467
Median Household Income: $49,554 (state average: $49,426)
Florida Underemployment Rate for 2015: 11.5%
Households Below ALICE Threshold: 128,665 (37%)

How many households are struggling?

UNITED WAY ALICE REPORT – 2017 UPDATE FOR FLORIDA – EXHIBIT I

What does it cost
to afford the basic
necessities?
The bare-minimum Household
Survival Budget does not include
any savings, leaving a household
vulnerable to unexpected
expenses. ALICE households
typically earn above the Federal
Poverty Level of $11,770 for a
single adult and $24,250 for a
family of four, but less than the
Household Survival Budget.

Households by Income, 2007 to 2015
120311

400,000

100%
340,527

326,339

343,467

328,225

80%

350,000
300,000

70%

250,000

60%

50%
40%

200,000

57%

58%

63%

68%

30%
20%

21%

10%

100,000

27%

27%

22%
50,000

11%

15%

16%

15%

2007

2010

2012

2015

0%

150,000

Total Households

90%

Percent of Households

ALICE is an acronym for Asset
Limited, Income Constrained,
Employed – households that earn
more than the Federal Poverty
Level, but less than the basic cost
of living for the county (the ALICE
Threshold, or AT). Combined, the
number of poverty and ALICE
households equals the total
population struggling to afford
basic needs. The percentage
of households below the ALICE
Threshold changes over time
(left axis, blue bars) as does the
total number of households (right
axis, dotted yellow line). The
Great Recession, from 2007 to
2010, caused hardship for many
families. Conditions started to
improve in 2010 and 2012 for
some, but not for all.

Poverty

ALICE

Above AT

-

Total HH

Household Survival Budget, Duval County
2 ADULTS, 1 INFANT,
1 PRESCHOOLER

SINGLE ADULT
Monthly Costs
Housing

$628

$931

$–

$960

Food

$165

$547

Transportation

$322

$644

Health Care

$165

$634

Miscellaneous

$147

$399

Taxes

$191

$276

Child Care

Monthly Total

$1,618

$4,391

ANNUAL TOTAL

$19,416

$52,692

POVERTY ANNUAL TOTAL

$11,770

$24,250

Sources: 2015 Point-in-Time Data: American Community Survey. ALICE Demographics: American Community
Survey; the ALICE Threshold. Budget: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD); U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA); Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS); Internal Revenue Service (IRS); Florida
Department of Education, Office of Early Learning.

How many families with children are struggling?
Children add significant expense to a family budget, so it is not surprising that many
families with children live below the ALICE Threshold. Though more Duval County
families are headed by married parents, a greater percent of single parent families
have income below the AT (left axis, blue bar). Total number of families in each
category are reflected by dotted yellow bars (right axis).

Families with Children by Income, 2015
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Ownership of assets can contribute to stability of households. Yet few families
in Duval County own liquid assets, such as a savings account, 401(k) plan,
or rental income, that are readily available to cover emergency expenses.
Vehicles, the most common asset, depreciate over time. Homeownership, the
next most common asset, can build wealth, but is not a liquid asset.

Assets, All Households, 2015
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Note: Municipal-level data on this page
is for Places and County Subdivisions,
which include Census Designated Places
(CDP), and Census County Divisions
(CCD), relatively permanent statistical areas
delineated cooperatively by the Census
Bureau and state and local government
authorities. These are overlapping
geographies so totals will not match countylevel data. Municipal-level data often relies
on 5-year averages and is not available for
the smallest towns that do not report income.

UNITED WAY ALICE REPORT – 2017 UPDATE FOR FLORIDA – EXHIBIT I

What assets do households have?

ALICE IN FLAGLER COUNTY
Population: 105,392 | Number of Households: 39,281
Median Household Income: $48,864 (state average: $49,426)
Florida Underemployment Rate for 2015: 11.5%
Households Below ALICE Threshold: 17,688 (45%)

How many households are struggling?

UNITED WAY ALICE REPORT – 2017 UPDATE FOR FLORIDA – EXHIBIT I

What does it cost
to afford the basic
necessities?
The bare-minimum Household
Survival Budget does not include
any savings, leaving a household
vulnerable to unexpected
expenses. ALICE households
typically earn above the Federal
Poverty Level of $11,770 for a
single adult and $24,250 for a
family of four, but less than the
Household Survival Budget.

Households by Income, 2007 to 2015
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ALICE is an acronym for Asset
Limited, Income Constrained,
Employed – households that earn
more than the Federal Poverty
Level, but less than the basic cost
of living for the county (the ALICE
Threshold, or AT). Combined, the
number of poverty and ALICE
households equals the total
population struggling to afford
basic needs. The percentage
of households below the ALICE
Threshold changes over time
(left axis, blue bars) as does the
total number of households (right
axis, dotted yellow line). The
Great Recession, from 2007 to
2010, caused hardship for many
families. Conditions started to
improve in 2010 and 2012 for
some, but not for all.
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Total HH

Household Survival Budget, Flagler County
2 ADULTS, 1 INFANT,
1 PRESCHOOLER

SINGLE ADULT
Monthly Costs
Housing

$640

$935

$–

$1,060

Food

$165

$547

Transportation

$322

$644

Health Care

$165

$634

Miscellaneous

$149

$413

Taxes

$194

$307

Child Care

Monthly Total

$1,635

$4,540

ANNUAL TOTAL

$19,620

$54,480

POVERTY ANNUAL TOTAL

$11,770

$24,250

Sources: 2015 Point-in-Time Data: American Community Survey. ALICE Demographics: American Community
Survey; the ALICE Threshold. Budget: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD); U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA); Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS); Internal Revenue Service (IRS); Florida
Department of Education, Office of Early Learning.

How many families with children are struggling?
Children add significant expense to a family budget, so it is not surprising that many
families with children live below the ALICE Threshold. Though more Flagler County
families are headed by married parents, a greater percent of single parent families
have income below the AT (left axis, blue bar). Total number of families in each
category are reflected by dotted yellow bars (right axis).

Families with Children by Income, 2015
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Ownership of assets can contribute to stability of households. Yet few families
in Flagler County own liquid assets, such as a savings account, 401(k) plan,
or rental income, that are readily available to cover emergency expenses.
Vehicles, the most common asset, depreciate over time. Homeownership, the
next most common asset, can build wealth, but is not a liquid asset.

Assets, All Households, 2015
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Note: Municipal-level data on this page
is for Places and County Subdivisions,
which include Census Designated Places
(CDP), and Census County Divisions
(CCD), relatively permanent statistical areas
delineated cooperatively by the Census
Bureau and state and local government
authorities. These are overlapping
geographies so totals will not match countylevel data. Municipal-level data often relies
on 5-year averages and is not available for
the smallest towns that do not report income.

UNITED WAY ALICE REPORT – 2017 UPDATE FOR FLORIDA – EXHIBIT I

What assets do households have?

ALICE IN NASSAU COUNTY
Population: 78,444 | Number of Households: 29,674
Median Household Income: $52,005 (state average: $49,426)
Florida Underemployment Rate for 2015: 11.5%
Households Below ALICE Threshold: 11,156 (37%)

How many households are struggling?

UNITED WAY ALICE REPORT – 2017 UPDATE FOR FLORIDA – EXHIBIT I

What does it cost
to afford the basic
necessities?
The bare-minimum Household
Survival Budget does not include
any savings, leaving a household
vulnerable to unexpected
expenses. ALICE households
typically earn above the Federal
Poverty Level of $11,770 for a
single adult and $24,250 for a
family of four, but less than the
Household Survival Budget.

Households by Income, 2007 to 2015
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ALICE is an acronym for Asset
Limited, Income Constrained,
Employed – households that earn
more than the Federal Poverty
Level, but less than the basic cost
of living for the county (the ALICE
Threshold, or AT). Combined, the
number of poverty and ALICE
households equals the total
population struggling to afford
basic needs. The percentage
of households below the ALICE
Threshold changes over time
(left axis, blue bars) as does the
total number of households (right
axis, dotted yellow line). The
Great Recession, from 2007 to
2010, caused hardship for many
families. Conditions started to
improve in 2010 and 2012 for
some, but not for all.

Poverty

ALICE
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5,000

-

Total HH

Household Survival Budget, Nassau County
2 ADULTS, 1 INFANT,
1 PRESCHOOLER

SINGLE ADULT
Monthly Costs
Housing

$628

$931

$–

$983

Food

$165

$547

Transportation

$322

$644

Health Care

$165

$634

Miscellaneous

$147

$402

Taxes

$191

$283

Child Care

Monthly Total

$1,618

$4,424

ANNUAL TOTAL

$19,416

$53,088

POVERTY ANNUAL TOTAL

$11,770

$24,250

Sources: 2015 Point-in-Time Data: American Community Survey. ALICE Demographics: American Community
Survey; the ALICE Threshold. Budget: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD); U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA); Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS); Internal Revenue Service (IRS); Florida
Department of Education, Office of Early Learning.

How many families with children are struggling?
Children add significant expense to a family budget, so it is not surprising that many
families with children live below the ALICE Threshold. Though more Nassau County
families are headed by married parents, a greater percent of single parent families
have income below the AT (left axis, blue bar). Total number of families in each
category are reflected by dotted yellow bars (right axis).

Families with Children by Income, 2015
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Ownership of assets can contribute to stability of households. Yet few families
in Nassau County own liquid assets, such as a savings account, 401(k) plan,
or rental income, that are readily available to cover emergency expenses.
Vehicles, the most common asset, depreciate over time. Homeownership, the
next most common asset, can build wealth, but is not a liquid asset.

Assets, All Households, 2015
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Note: Municipal-level data on this page
is for Places and County Subdivisions,
which include Census Designated Places
(CDP), and Census County Divisions
(CCD), relatively permanent statistical areas
delineated cooperatively by the Census
Bureau and state and local government
authorities. These are overlapping
geographies so totals will not match countylevel data. Municipal-level data often relies
on 5-year averages and is not available for
the smallest towns that do not report income.

UNITED WAY ALICE REPORT – 2017 UPDATE FOR FLORIDA – EXHIBIT I

What assets do households have?

ALICE IN PUTNAM COUNTY
Population: 72,023 | Number of Households: 28,165
Median Household Income: $31,483 (state average: $49,426)
Florida Underemployment Rate for 2015: 11.5%
Households Below ALICE Threshold: 14,729 (52%)

How many households are struggling?

UNITED WAY ALICE REPORT – 2017 UPDATE FOR FLORIDA – EXHIBIT I

What does it cost
to afford the basic
necessities?
The bare-minimum Household
Survival Budget does not include
any savings, leaving a household
vulnerable to unexpected
expenses. ALICE households
typically earn above the Federal
Poverty Level of $11,770 for a
single adult and $24,250 for a
family of four, but less than the
Household Survival Budget.

Households by Income, 2007 to 2015
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ALICE is an acronym for Asset
Limited, Income Constrained,
Employed – households that earn
more than the Federal Poverty
Level, but less than the basic cost
of living for the county (the ALICE
Threshold, or AT). Combined, the
number of poverty and ALICE
households equals the total
population struggling to afford
basic needs. The percentage
of households below the ALICE
Threshold changes over time
(left axis, blue bars) as does the
total number of households (right
axis, dotted yellow line). The
Great Recession, from 2007 to
2010, caused hardship for many
families. Conditions started to
improve in 2010 and 2012 for
some, but not for all.
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Household Survival Budget, Putnam County
2 ADULTS, 1 INFANT,
1 PRESCHOOLER

SINGLE ADULT
Monthly Costs
Housing

$519

$644

$–

$730

Food

$165

$547

Transportation

$322

$644

Health Care

$165

$634

Miscellaneous

$134

$334

Taxes

$167

$136

Child Care

Monthly Total

$1,472

$3,669

ANNUAL TOTAL

$17,664

$44,028

POVERTY ANNUAL TOTAL

$11,770

$24,250

Sources: 2015 Point-in-Time Data: American Community Survey. ALICE Demographics: American Community
Survey; the ALICE Threshold. Budget: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD); U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA); Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS); Internal Revenue Service (IRS); Florida
Department of Education, Office of Early Learning.

How many families with children are struggling?
Children add significant expense to a family budget, so it is not surprising that many
families with children live below the ALICE Threshold. Though more Putnam County
families are headed by married parents, a greater percent of single parent families
have income below the AT (left axis, blue bar). Total number of families in each
category are reflected by dotted yellow bars (right axis).

Families with Children by Income, 2015
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Ownership of assets can contribute to stability of households. Yet few families
in Putnam County own liquid assets, such as a savings account, 401(k) plan,
or rental income, that are readily available to cover emergency expenses.
Vehicles, the most common asset, depreciate over time. Homeownership, the
next most common asset, can build wealth, but is not a liquid asset.

Assets, All Households, 2015
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Note: Municipal-level data on this page
is for Places and County Subdivisions,
which include Census Designated Places
(CDP), and Census County Divisions
(CCD), relatively permanent statistical areas
delineated cooperatively by the Census
Bureau and state and local government
authorities. These are overlapping
geographies so totals will not match countylevel data. Municipal-level data often relies
on 5-year averages and is not available for
the smallest towns that do not report income.

UNITED WAY ALICE REPORT – 2017 UPDATE FOR FLORIDA – EXHIBIT I

What assets do households have?

ALICE IN ST. JOHNS COUNTY
Population: 226,640 | Number of Households: 83,247
Median Household Income: $70,379 (state average: $49,426)
Florida Underemployment Rate for 2015: 11.5%
Households Below ALICE Threshold: 23,812 (28%)

How many households are struggling?

UNITED WAY ALICE REPORT – 2017 UPDATE FOR FLORIDA – EXHIBIT I

What does it cost
to afford the basic
necessities?
The bare-minimum Household
Survival Budget does not include
any savings, leaving a household
vulnerable to unexpected
expenses. ALICE households
typically earn above the Federal
Poverty Level of $11,770 for a
single adult and $24,250 for a
family of four, but less than the
Household Survival Budget.

Households by Income, 2007 to 2015
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ALICE is an acronym for Asset
Limited, Income Constrained,
Employed – households that earn
more than the Federal Poverty
Level, but less than the basic cost
of living for the county (the ALICE
Threshold, or AT). Combined, the
number of poverty and ALICE
households equals the total
population struggling to afford
basic needs. The percentage
of households below the ALICE
Threshold changes over time
(left axis, blue bars) as does the
total number of households (right
axis, dotted yellow line). The
Great Recession, from 2007 to
2010, caused hardship for many
families. Conditions started to
improve in 2010 and 2012 for
some, but not for all.
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Household Survival Budget, St. Johns County
2 ADULTS, 1 INFANT,
1 PRESCHOOLER

SINGLE ADULT
Monthly Costs
Housing

$628

$931

$–

$1,052

Food

$165

$547

Transportation

$322

$644

Health Care

$165

$634

Miscellaneous

$147

$411

Taxes

$191

$304

Child Care

Monthly Total

$1,618

$4,523

ANNUAL TOTAL

$19,416

$54,276

POVERTY ANNUAL TOTAL

$11,770

$24,250

Sources: 2015 Point-in-Time Data: American Community Survey. ALICE Demographics: American Community
Survey; the ALICE Threshold. Budget: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD); U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA); Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS); Internal Revenue Service (IRS); Florida
Department of Education, Office of Early Learning.

How many families with children are struggling?
Children add significant expense to a family budget, so it is not surprising that many
families with children live below the ALICE Threshold. Though more St. Johns
County families are headed by married parents, a greater percent of single parent
families have income below the AT (left axis, blue bar). Total number of families in
each category are reflected by dotted yellow bars (right axis).
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Ownership of assets can contribute to stability of households. Yet few families
in St. Johns County own liquid assets, such as a savings account, 401(k) plan,
or rental income, that are readily available to cover emergency expenses.
Vehicles, the most common asset, depreciate over time. Homeownership, the
next most common asset, can build wealth, but is not a liquid asset.

Assets, All Households, 2015
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Note: Municipal-level data on this page
is for Places and County Subdivisions,
which include Census Designated Places
(CDP), and Census County Divisions
(CCD), relatively permanent statistical areas
delineated cooperatively by the Census
Bureau and state and local government
authorities. These are overlapping
geographies so totals will not match countylevel data. Municipal-level data often relies
on 5-year averages and is not available for
the smallest towns that do not report income.

UNITED WAY ALICE REPORT – 2017 UPDATE FOR FLORIDA – EXHIBIT I

What assets do households have?

ALICE HOUSING DATA BY COUNTY
ALICE, an acronym for Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed, represents the growing number of
individuals and families who are working, but are unable to afford the basic necessities of housing, food, child
care, health care, and transportation.
The United Way ALICE Report uses standardized measurements to quantify the cost of a basic household
budget in each county in Florida, and to show how many households are struggling to afford it. This table
presents key housing data for each county in Florida in 2015 for owner-occupied and renter-occupied units.
The Gap in Rental Units is an average of the high and low estimates for the number of rental units necessary to
enable all households below the ALICE Threshold to spend less than one-third of their income on housing.
Source: American Community Survey, 2015; counties with populations over 65,000 use 1-year estimates; populations under 65,000 use 5-year estimates.
Starting in 2015, there are no 3-year estimates.

Housing Data by County, Florida, 2015
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County

Owner-Occupied Units

Renter-Occupied Units

Owner-Occupied

Percent Owned by
HHs Below ALICE
Threshold

Housing Burden:
Percent Owners
Pay More Than
30% of Income

Alachua

51,964

36%

Baker

6,406

43%

Bay

42,673

Bradford

6,477

Brevard
Broward

Source

Renter-Occupied

Percent Rented
by HHs Below
ALICE Threshold

Housing Burden:
Percent Renters
Pay More Than
30% of Income

Gap in Rental
Units Affordable
for All HHs Below
ALICE Threshold

American
Community
Survey Estimate

21%

44,463

70%

55%

4,140

1-Year

22%

1,799

80%

53%

351

5-Year

42%

21%

26,664

68%

52%

4,775

1-Year

48%

19%

2,293

77%

57%

242

5-Year

158,025

27%

23%

67,657

46%

51%

5,392

1-Year

414,256

37%

35%

259,614

60%

62%

90,678

1-Year

Calhoun

3,875

61%

24%

909

87%

54%

145

5-Year

Charlotte

55,131

50%

25%

17,540

72%

57%

3,065

1-Year

Citrus

49,292

41%

21%

11,249

60%

59%

7,607

1-Year

Clay

50,941

32%

20%

20,792

59%

45%

12,362

1-Year

Collier

97,414

33%

26%

37,492

56%

54%

9,647

1-Year

Columbia

16,564

48%

21%

7,674

60%

37%

4,623

1-Year

DeSoto

7,907

61%

23%

3,331

81%

53%

142

5-Year

Dixie

4,769

66%

22%

1,282

75%

53%

123

5-Year

Duval

195,353

23%

26%

148,114

50%

52%

11,264

1-Year

Escambia

71,379

26%

20%

45,435

50%

49%

1,516

1-Year

Flagler

28,702

48%

29%

10,579

58%

47%

6,150

1-Year

Franklin

3,147

55%

28%

1,191

73%

42%

81

5-Year

Gadsden

11,990

54%

25%

4,974

87%

55%

640

5-Year

Gilchrist

5,006

57%

19%

1,181

74%

49%

91

5-Year

Glades

2,908

86%

19%

1,012

89%

60%

610

5-Year

Gulf

3,923

48%

26%

1,426

85%

50%

452

5-Year

Hamilton

3,423

61%

24%

1,265

78%

59%

987

5-Year

Hardee

5,300

59%

21%

2,318

80%

49%

1,261

5-Year

Hendry

7,802

55%

28%

3,543

77%

46%

678

5-Year

Hernando

54,638

54%

24%

16,075

71%

47%

11,346

1-Year

Highlands

30,814

42%

19%

10,302

79%

61%

1,392

1-Year

Hillsborough

286,637

36%

25%

216,517

63%

54%

29,547

1-Year

5,421

62%

24%

1,407

85%

58%

240

5-Year

Holmes

Owner-Occupied Units

Renter-Occupied Units

Source

Owner-Occupied

Percent Owned by
HHs Below ALICE
Threshold

Housing Burden:
Percent Owners
Pay More Than
30% of Income

Renter-Occupied

Percent Rented
by HHs Below
ALICE Threshold

Housing Burden:
Percent Renters
Pay More Than
30% of Income

Gap in Rental
Units Affordable
for All HHs Below
ALICE Threshold

American
Community
Survey Estimate

Indian River

42,755

45%

20%

12,739

71%

47%

1,310

1-Year

Jackson

11,747

59%

26%

4,562

86%

50%

560

5-Year

Jefferson

4,150

46%

30%

1,261

80%

64%

281

5-Year

Lafayette

2,001

57%

25%

492

80%

37%

394

5-Year

Lake

95,377

44%

24%

31,142

67%

54%

5,461

1-Year

Lee

182,806

43%

27%

80,888

63%

52%

13,065

1-Year

Leon

56,747

19%

24%

52,462

59%

62%

4,565

1-Year

Levy

11,899

43%

23%

3,617

66%

52%

249

5-Year

Liberty

1,801

52%

13%

632

75%

26%

51

5-Year

Madison

5,186

64%

27%

1,428

83%

64%

179

5-Year

Manatee

92,814

42%

23%

41,876

65%

54%

7,190

1-Year

Marion

95,212

54%

23%

30,015

74%

53%

1,150

1-Year

Martin

49,010

44%

29%

16,091

61%

46%

9,891

1-Year

Miami-Dade

433,846

42%

37%

423,866

69%

66%

139,396

1-Year

Monroe

19,025

36%

35%

12,366

51%

59%

7,846

1-Year

Nassau

22,065

41%

26%

7,609

63%

45%

4,773

1-Year

Okaloosa

45,861

20%

21%

30,860

44%

52%

3,761

1-Year

Okeechobee

9,229

59%

24%

3,817

84%

53%

367

5-Year

Orange

246,508

36%

27%

211,228

65%

57%

46,567

1-Year

Osceola

57,486

46%

32%

40,815

68%

60%

13,580

1-Year

Palm Beach

367,126

37%

31%

178,654

60%

60%

57,381

1-Year

Pasco

134,828

47%

23%

57,800

68%

53%

9,274

1-Year

Pinellas

258,204

45%

28%

142,005

65%

53%

20,056

1-Year

Polk

152,419

47%

23%

74,703

73%

54%

10,823

1-Year

Putnam

19,593

46%

22%

8,572

75%

59%

6,466

1-Year

Santa Rosa

42,867

35%

24%

17,994

48%

38%

560

1-Year

Sarasota

127,664

39%

25%

50,143

57%

53%

9,182

1-Year

Seminole

104,433

34%

27%

58,306

59%

53%

14,310

1-Year

St. Johns

64,035

32%

25%

19,212

51%

50%

9,878

1-Year

St. Lucie

77,847

47%

30%

30,964

68%

59%

20,927

1-Year

Sumter

46,276

46%

21%

4,894

70%

53%

3,440

1-Year

Suwannee

10,752

57%

24%

4,897

73%

48%

167

5-Year

Taylor

5,862

63%

19%

1,743

84%

41%

360

5-Year

Union

2,547

58%

26%

1,336

75%

36%

548

5-Year

Volusia

146,531

33%

27%

63,126

60%

61%

6,605

1-Year

Wakulla

7,998

42%

24%

2,693

72%

47%

40

5-Year

Walton

16,858

35%

28%

6,632

50%

55%

747

5-Year

Washington

6,447

59%

22%

1,799

73%

54%

48

5-Year
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County
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MEMORANDUM
DATE:

DECEMBER 27, 2017

TO:

NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

THRU:

BRIAN D. TEEPLE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

FROM:

DONNA STARLING, CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

RE:

NOVEMBER 2017 FINANCIAL REPORT

DS

The Northeast Florida Regional Council posted a Net Income of $15,320 for the month of
November and a Year to Date Net Income $19,363.

Agencywide

Regional Council - Agencywide

Income/Budget Comparison

Adopted
Budget 17/18

November 2017

Represents
17% of Fiscal
Year

YTD

Budget
Variance

Revenues
County Dues

$

584,159

48,680

97,360

17%

0%

Local Government Technical Assistance

$

110,000

13,931

31,381

29%

12%

Development of Regional Impact (DRI)

$

15,000

7

200

1%

-16%

Transportation Disadvantaged (TD)

$

127,077

10,212

19,228

15%

-2%

Economic Development Administration (EDA)

$

70,000

6,200

9,791

14%

-3%

Local Emergency Preparedness Committee (LEPC)

$

59,000

8,926

15,907

27%

10%

Hazardous Materials Emergency Preparedness (HMEP) Program $

60,349

Hurricane Study

$

Healthcare Coalition

$

250,000

-

-

0%

-17%

27

782

0%

-17%

14,932

30,794

12%

-5%
-17%
-17%

Small Quantity Generator (SQG) Program

$

5,000

-

-

0%

Regional Leadership Academy (RLA)

$

3,150

-

-

0%

Special Projects

$

5,000

537

1,116

22%

5%

Other Revenue

$

4,275

301

651

15%

-2%

TOTAL REVENUES

$ 1,293,010

$

103,754

207,210

16%

TRANSFER FROM GENERAL FUND

$

66,844

$

(15,320) $

(19,363)

-29%

TOTAL REVENUE/GENERAL FUND

$ 1,359,854

$

187,847

14%

136,191

15%

-2%

88,434

$

$

Expenses
Salaries and Fringe

$

884,080

Contract/Grant Direct Expenses

$

190,000

3,709

9,759

5%

-12%

Common/Indirect - Allocated Expenses*

$

194,990

12,381

27,866

14%

-3%

General Fund Expense*

$

90,784

4,163

14,030

15%

-2%

TOTAL EXPENSES

$ 1,359,854

14%

Net Income (loss)
*Excludes Salaries & Fringe

68,181

$

88,434

$

187,847

15,320

$

19,363

Northeast Florida Regional Council
Balance Sheet
November 2017
FY 16/17
November 2016

FY 17/18
November 2017

1,303,450
205,085
328,950
1,430

2,149,833
164,477
328,950
1,589
7,400

1,838,915

2,652,249

Office Furniture and Equipment
Land
Building
Building Improvements

553,824
271,910
1,928,090
948,286

286,118
-

Less Accumulated Depreciation

1,631,873

249,361

Total Property and Equipment, net

2,070,237

36,757

Total Assets

3,909,153

2,689,006

3,022
64,205
145,133
3,588
1,385,490
565,780
367,106

8,294
79,902
177,589
565,780
367,106

2,534,324

1,198,671

1,374,829

1,490,334

1,374,829

1,490,334

3,909,153

2,689,006

ASSETS
Cash
Accounts Receivable
Pension Liability-Deferred Outflows
Prepaid Insurance
WJCT Security Deposit
Total Current Assets
Property and Equipment:

LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable
Accrued Salaries and Leave
Deferred Revenue
Tenant Deposits
Notes Payable
Pension Liability
Pension Liability-Deferred Inflows
Total Liabilities

EQUITY
Equity and Other Credits:
Retained Earnings
Total Equity and Other Credits
Total Liabilities, Equity and
Other Credits

YTD Comparison
16/17

17/18

16/17

17/18

Net Income (Loss)

Net Income (Loss)

Cash Balance

Cash Balance

AGENCYWIDE
October

$

12,548

$

4,043

$

1,203,305

$

2,043,567

November

$

23,270

$

19,363

$

1,303,450

$

2,149,833

December

$

53,574

$

2,026,009

January

$

34,662

$

2,030,113

February

$

37,621

$

2,151,316

March

$

51,584

$

1,993,153

April

$

62,943

$

2,043,537

May

$

71,672

$

2,107,287

June

$

76,133

$

1,912,467

July

$

93,175

$

2,167,696

August

$

111,757

$

2,142,269

September

$

157,941

$

2,026,462

MEMORANDUM
DATE:

DECEMBER 27, 2017

TO:

NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

THRU:

BRIAN TEEPLE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

FROM:

DONNA STARLING, CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

RE:

NOVEMBER 2017 INVESTMENT REPORT

DS

Bank Account Interest
FY 16/17

FY 17/18

November Interest

$

21

$

331

Year to Date Interest

$

42

$

684

Florida Local Government Investment Trust

Current Balance

FY 16/17

FY 17/18

$16,587

$16,723

Agenda
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Tab 4
Tab 4
Tab 4
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MEMORANDUM
DATE:

JANUARY 24, 2018

TO:

NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

THRU:

BRIAN D. TEEPLE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

FROM:

DONNA STARLING, CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

RE:

DECEMBER 2017 FINANCIAL REPORT

DS

The Northeast Florida Regional Council posted a Net Income of $9,733 for the month of
December and a Year to Date Net Income $29,096.

Agencywide

Regional Council - Agencywide

Income/Budget Comparison

Adopted
Budget 17/18

December 2017

Represents
25% of Fiscal
Year

YTD

Budget
Variance

Revenues
County Dues

$

584,159

48,680

146,040

25%

0%

Local Government Technical Assistance

$

110,000

18,923

50,303

46%

21%

Development of Regional Impact (DRI)

$

15,000

198

1%

-24%

Transportation Disadvantaged (TD)

$

127,077

9,352

28,580

22%

-3%

Economic Development Administration (EDA)

$

70,000

4,430

14,221

20%

-5%

Local Emergency Preparedness Committee (LEPC)

$

59,000

5,353

21,260

36%

11%

Hazardous Materials Emergency Preparedness (HMEP) Program $

60,349

23,151

23,151

38%

13%

774

0%

-25%

47,636

19%

-6%
-25%
-25%

Hurricane Study

$

Healthcare Coalition

$

(2)

-

(8)

250,000

16,842

Small Quantity Generator (SQG) Program

$

5,000

-

-

0%

Regional Leadership Academy (RLA)

$

3,150

-

-

0%

Special Projects

$

5,000

(11)

1,106

22%

-3%

Other Revenue

$

4,275

898

1,549

36%

11%

TOTAL REVENUES

$ 1,293,010

$

334,817

26%

TRANSFER FROM GENERAL FUND

$

66,844

$

TOTAL REVENUE/GENERAL FUND

$ 1,359,854

$

127,607

$

(9,733) $

117,874

$

(29,096)

305,721

22%

Expenses
Salaries and Fringe

$

884,080

64,949

201,141

23%

-2%

Contract/Grant Direct Expenses

$

190,000

24,142

33,901

18%

-7%

Common/Indirect - Allocated Expenses*

$

194,990

18,983

46,850

24%

-1%

General Fund Expense*

$

90,784

9,799

23,830

26%

1%

TOTAL EXPENSES

$ 1,359,854

22%

Net Income (loss)
*Excludes Salaries & Fringe

$

117,874

$

305,721

9,733

$

29,096

Northeast Florida Regional Council
Balance Sheet
December 2017
FY 16/17
December 2016

FY 17/18
December 2017

2,026,009
151,860
264,705
1,287
-

2,091,852
216,654
328,950
1,430
7,400

2,443,861

2,646,286

Office Furniture and Equipment
Land
Building
Building Improvements

268,055
-

252,365
-

Less Accumulated Depreciation

229,249

218,211

Total Property and Equipment, net

38,806

34,154

2,482,667

2,680,440

10,332
43,165
179,805
3,588
496,868
383,702

2,019
55,566
189,901
565,780
367,106

1,117,460

1,180,373

1,365,208

1,500,067

1,365,208

1,500,067

2,482,667

2,680,440

ASSETS
Cash
Accounts Receivable
Pension Liability-Deferred Outflows
Prepaid Insurance
WJCT Security Deposit
Total Current Assets
Property and Equipment:

Total Assets

LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable
Accrued Salaries and Leave
Deferred Revenue
Tenant Deposits
Pension Liability
Pension Liability-Deferred Inflows
Total Liabilities

EQUITY
Equity and Other Credits:
Retained Earnings
Total Equity and Other Credits
Total Liabilities, Equity and
Other Credits

YTD Comparison
16/17

17/18

16/17

17/18

Net Income (Loss)

Net Income (Loss)

Cash Balance

Cash Balance

AGENCYWIDE
October

$

12,548

$

4,043

$

1,203,305

$

2,043,567

November

$

23,270

$

19,363

$

1,303,450

$

2,149,833

December

$

53,574

$

29,096

$

2,026,009

$

2,091,852

January

$

34,662

$

2,030,113

February

$

37,621

$

2,151,316

March

$

51,584

$

1,993,153

April

$

62,943

$

2,043,537

May

$

71,672

$

2,107,287

June

$

76,133

$

1,912,467

July

$

93,175

$

2,167,696

August

$

111,757

$

2,142,269

September

$

157,941

$

2,026,462

MEMORANDUM
DATE:

JANUARY 24, 2018

TO:

NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

THRU:

BRIAN TEEPLE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

FROM:

DONNA STARLING, CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

RE:

DECEMBER 2017 INVESTMENT REPORT

DS

Bank Account Interest
FY 16/17

FY 17/18

December Interest

$

21

$

320

Year to Date Interest

$

62

$

1,004

Florida Local Government Investment Trust

Current Balance

FY 16/17

FY 17/18

$16,590

$16,731
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MEMORANDUM
DATE:

JANUARY 2, 2018

TO:

PRESIDENT, NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

THRU:

BRIAN TEEPLE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

FROM:

ED PRESTON, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING PROGRAMS

RE:

CITY OF JACKSONVILLE TRANSMITTED AMENDMENT 17-9ESR

Attached is Review Form 01 for the City of Jacksonville Transmitted Amendment 179ESR. It proposes to amend the Transportation Element (TE) Policy 2.3.6 and the Future
Land Use Element (FLUE) Policy 1.3.6 of the 2030 Comprehensive Plan. The current
text of these policies limits access for non-residential parcels with frontage along two or
more right-of-ways to one per roadway, one of which is limited to right turn-in/right turnout only.
Recommendation
Staff respectfully recommends that the Northeast Florida Regional Council
Board of Directors’ President approve the staff review report of the City of
Jacksonville Transmitted Amendment 17-9ESR.

FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCILS ASSOCIATION
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT REVIEW FORM 01
Regional Planning Council: Northeast Florida Regional Council
Regional Planning Council Item No. City of Jacksonville Transmitted Amendment 17-9ESR
Date to be Mailed to Local Government and State Land Planning Agency: January 11, 2018
Local Government Item No: Ordinance 2017-725-E
Pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida Statutes, Council review of proposed amendments to local
government comprehensive plans is limited to adverse effects on regional resources and facilities
identified in the strategic regional policy plan and extra-jurisdictional impacts that would be
inconsistent with the comprehensive plan of any affected local government within the region. A
written report containing an evaluation of these impacts, pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida
Statutes, is to be provided to the local government and the state land planning agency within 30
calendar days of receipt of the amendment.
DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT
This proposes to amend the Transportation Element (TE) Policy 2.3.6 and the Future
Land Use Element (FLUE) Policy 1.3.6 of the 2030 Comprehensive Plan. The current text of
these policies limits access for non-residential parcels with frontage along two or more right-ofways to one per roadway, one of which is limited to right turn-in/right turn-out only. The new
policies allow for an exemption from the right turn-in/right turn-out only requirement under
specific circumstances. However, there is no flexibility regarding the number of access points
per road frontage for instances such as parcel size, safety or adequate traffic circulation.
1. ADVERSE

EFFECTS TO SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL RESOURCES AND
FACILITIES IDENTIFIED IN THE STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN

No regional adverse effects have been identified.
2.

EXTRAJURISDICTIONAL IMPACTS INCONSISTENT WITH THE
COMPREHENSIVE PLANS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS WITHIN THE REGION

No extra-jurisdictional impacts that would be inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan of an
affected local government were identified.

Request a copy of the adopted version of the amendment?

Yes ___X___ No ______

Recommendation
Staff respectfully recommends that the Northeast Florida Regional Council Board
of Directors’ President approve staff’s review report of the City of Jacksonville
Transmitted Amendment 17-9ESR.
1
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MEMORANDUM
DATE:

JANUARY 2, 2018

TO:

PRESIDENT, NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

THROUGH:

BRIAN D. TEEPLE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

FROM:

ED PRESTON, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING PROGRAMS

RE:

ST. JOHNS COUNTY TRANSMITTED AMENDMENT 17-4ESR

Attached is Review Form 01 to amend the Future Land Use Map of the St. Johns County
Comprehensive Plan to include the lands of the former Town of Hastings and apply St.
Johns County Land Use categories to these lands; and to amend the text of the St. Johns
County Comprehensive Plan to accommodate existing FAR, density, no minimum lot
sizes, and site specific development amendments for the former Town of Hastings.
Recommendation
Staff respectfully recommends that the Northeast Florida Regional Council
Board of Directors’ President approve the staff review report of the St. Johns
County Transmitted Amendment 17-4ESR.

FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCILS ASSOCIATION
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT REVIEW FORM 01
Regional Planning Council: Northeast Florida Regional Council
Regional Planning Council Item No. St. Johns County Transmitted Amendment 17-4ESR
Date to be Mailed to Local Government and State Land Planning Agency: January 11, 2018
Local Government Item No: COMPAMD 2017-04
Pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida Statutes, Council review of proposed amendments to local
government comprehensive plans is limited to adverse effects on regional resources and facilities
identified in the strategic regional policy plan and extra-jurisdictional impacts that would be
inconsistent with the comprehensive plan of any affected local government within the region. A
written report containing an evaluation of these impacts, pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida
Statutes, is to be provided to the local government and the state land planning agency within 30
calendar days of receipt of the amendment.
DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT
This is to amend the Future Land Use Map of the St. Johns County Comprehensive Plan to
include the lands of the former Town of Hastings and apply St. Johns County Land Use
categories to these lands; and to amend the text of the St. Johns County Comprehensive Plan to
accommodate existing Floor Area Ratio, density, no minimum lot sizes, and site specific
development amendments for the former Town of Hastings.

1

1. ADVERSE

EFFECTS TO SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL RESOURCES AND
FACILITIES IDENTIFIED IN THE STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN

The dissolution of the Town’s charter would eliminate all current and existing Land Use
designations within the municipal boundary. County staff reviewed the Town’s Land Use
classifications and closely matched them up to the County’s Land Use designations. The
Town’s Land Use designations were almost identical to the County’s Land Use designations.
Converting these parcels into County Land Use designations would have no impact on
existing parcels and surrounding properties as they would inherit all the characteristics of the
Land Use designations. Any characteristics of the Land Use that would not be addressed in the
amendment of the County’s Future Land Use Maps would be preserved within the companion
Land Development Code amendment which creates an overlay district along the Town’s
Municipal boundaries.
In conclusion, no adverse impacts to Regional Resources or Facilities were identified.
2.

EXTRAJURISDICTIONAL IMPACTS INCONSISTENT WITH THE
COMPREHENSIVE PLANS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS WITHIN THE REGION

No extra-jurisdictional impacts that would be inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan of an
affected local government were identified.

Request a copy of the adopted version of the amendment?

Yes ___X___

No ______

Recommendation
Staff respectfully recommends that the Northeast Florida Regional Council Board
of Directors’ President approve the staff review report of the St. Johns County
Transmitted Amendment 17-4ESR.
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MEMORANDUM
DATE:

JANUARY 8, 2018

TO:

PRESIDENT, NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

THRU:

BRIAN D. TEEPLE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

FROM:

ED PRESTON, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING PROGRAMS

RE:

PALM COAST TRANSMITTED AMENDMENT 17-3DRI

Attached is Review Form 01 for the City of Palm Coast Transmitted Amendment 17-3DRI. The
amendment proposes to change the Future Land Use Map (FLUM). The amendment generally
consists of a proposal to change the FLUM designation of approximately 189+/- acres from the
Flagler County designations of Mixed Use High Intensity and 7+/- acres of Flagler County
Industrial to City of Palm Coast designation of Mixed Use. Additionally, the proposed
amendment will include a policy on the FLUM to limit development on the parcels to be
designated as part of the 184+/- acre Colbert Preserve/Roberts Point MPD to 1,500 dwelling
units and 200,000 sq. ft. of non-residential uses.

Recommendation
Staff respectfully recommends that the President of the Northeast Florida Regional
Council Board of Directors approve staff’s review report for the City of Palm Coast
Transmitted Amendment 17-3DRI.

FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCILS ASSOCIATION
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT REVIEW FORM 01
Regional Planning Council: Northeast Florida Regional Council
Regional Planning Council Item No. City of Palm Coast Transmitted Amendment 17-3DRI
Date to be Mailed to Local Government and State Land Planning Agency: January 11, 2018
Local Government Item No: Application 3194
Pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida Statutes, Council review of proposed amendments to local
government comprehensive plans is limited to adverse effects on regional resources and facilities
identified in the strategic regional policy plan and extra-jurisdictional impacts that would be
inconsistent with the comprehensive plan of any affected local government within the region. A
written report containing an evaluation of these impacts, pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida
Statutes, is to be provided to the local government and the state land planning agency within 30
calendar days of receipt of the amendment.
DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT
This amendment is submitted under the State Coordinated Review process instead of the Expedited
Review Process and is therefore subject to additional review approvals through the Objections,
Recommendations and Comments Report by DEO. As the result of an annexation, the amendment
proposes to change the Future Land Use Map (FLUM). The amendment generally consists of a
proposal to change the FLUM designation of approximately 189+/- acres from the Flagler County
designations of Mixed Use High Intensity and 7+/- acres of Flagler County Industrial to City of
Palm Coast designation of Mixed Use. Additionally, the proposed amendment will include a policy
on the FLUM to limit development on the parcels to be designated as part of the 184+/- acre Colbert
Preserve/Roberts Point MPD to 1,500 dwelling units and 200,000 sq. ft. of non-residential uses.
Current County Future Land Use

Proposed City Future Land Use

1

1. ADVERSE EFFECTS TO SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL RESOURCES AND

FACILITIES IDENTIFIED IN THE STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN
No regional adverse effects have been identified. However, it is evident that changing of this parcel
from County land use designations to corresponding City land use designations, even with the
accompanying policy to limit the density and intensity of use, will provide for some increase in
densities and intensities.
2.

EXTRAJURISDICTIONAL IMPACTS INCONSISTENT WITH THE
COMPREHENSIVE PLANS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS WITHIN THE REGION

No extra-jurisdictional impacts that would be inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan of an
affected local government were identified.

Request a copy of the adopted version of the amendment?

Yes ___X___ No ______

Recommendation
Staff respectfully recommends that the President of the Northeast Florida Regional
Council Board of Directors approve staff’s review report of the City of Palm Coast
Transmitted Amendment 17-3DRI and comments to the City that it be prepared to
address potential increased impacts of density, transportation and environmental
issues not yet quantified.
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MEMORANDUM
DATE:

JANUARY 8, 2018

TO:

PRESIDENT, NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

THRU:

BRIAN D. TEEPLE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

FROM:

ED PRESTON, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING PROGRAMS

RE:

CITY OF PALATKA TRANSMITTED AMENDMENT (3010 BROWNS LANDING RD.)

Attached is Review Form 01 for the City of Palatka Transmitted Amendment (3010 Browns
Landing Road). The amendment proposes to amend the Future Land Use Map from Other Public
Facilities for the wooded areas north of the railroad tracks on the City’s wastewater treatment
plant property to Agriculture.
Recommendation
Staff respectfully recommends that the President of the Northeast Florida Regional
Council Board of Directors approve staff’s review report of the City of Palatka
Transmitted Amendment (3010 Browns Landing Road).

FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCILS ASSOCIATION
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT REVIEW FORM 01
Regional Planning Council: Northeast Florida Regional Council
Regional Planning Council Item No. City of Palatka Transmitted Amendment (3010 Browns
Landing Road)
Date to be Mailed to Local Government and State Land Planning Agency: January 17, 2018
Local Government Item No: Resolution 2017-13-24
Pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida Statutes, Council review of proposed amendments to local
government comprehensive plans is limited to adverse effects on regional resources and facilities
identified in the strategic regional policy plan and extra-jurisdictional impacts that would be
inconsistent with the comprehensive plan of any affected local government within the region. A
written report containing an evaluation of these impacts, pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida
Statutes, is to be provided to the local government and the state land planning agency within 30
calendar days of receipt of the amendment.
DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT
The amendment proposes to amend the Future Land Use Map from Other Public Facilities Land Use
Designation for the wooded areas north of the railroad tracks on the City’s wastewater treatment
plant property to the Land Use Designation of Agriculture. The site consists of approximately
237.45 acres.
Current Future Land Use

Proposed Future Land Use

1

1. ADVERSE

EFFECTS TO SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL RESOURCES AND
FACILITIES IDENTIFIED IN THE STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN

No regional adverse effects have been identified. The site is within 0.5 miles of Murphy Creek
Conservation Area, separated by a wetlands and the St. Johns River. There is no language in the
amendment that restricts the type of agricultural use of the site; however, the site is owned by the
City of Palatka and the planned use is for a municipal water system spray-field /sod farm. The other
planned use is for drying of bio solids on the upland portions of the site.
2.

EXTRAJURISDICTIONAL IMPACTS INCONSISTENT WITH THE
COMPREHENSIVE PLANS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS WITHIN THE REGION

No extra-jurisdictional impacts that would be inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan of an
affected local government were identified.
2

Request a copy of the adopted version of the amendment?

Yes ___X___ No ______

Recommendation
Staff respectfully recommends that the President of the Northeast Florida Regional
Council Board of Directors approve staff’s review report of the City of Palatka
Transmitted Amendment (3010 Browns Landing Road).
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MEMORANDUM
DATE:

JANUARY 2, 2018

TO:

PRESIDENT, NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

THRU:

BRIAN D. TEEPLE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

FROM:

ED PRESTON, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING PROGRAMS

RE:

CITY OF PALM COAST ADOPTED AMENDMENT 17-2ESR

Attached is Review Form 01 for the City of Palm Coast’s Transmitted Amendment 172ESR. The application is for a 109-acre large-scale Future Land Use Map (FLUM)
Amendment that will designate the subject parcels (formerly part of the county) with the
equivalent City of Palm Coast designation. The proposed amendment will recognize and
protect the existing entitlements granted to the subject property.
Recommendation
Staff respectfully recommends that the Northeast Florida Regional Council
Board of Directors’ President find the City of Palm Coast Adopted
Amendment 17-2ESR consistent with the Strategic Regional Policy Plan.

FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCILS ASSOCIATION
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT REVIEW FORM 01
Regional Planning Council: Northeast Florida Regional Council
Regional Planning Council Item No. City of Palm Coast Adopted Amendment 17-2ESR
Date to be Mailed to Local Government and State Land Planning Agency: January 11, 2018
Local Government Item No: Ordinance 2017-25
Pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida Statutes, Council review of proposed amendments to local
government comprehensive plans is limited to adverse effects on regional resources and facilities
identified in the strategic regional policy plan and extra-jurisdictional impacts that would be
inconsistent with the comprehensive plan of any affected local government within the region. A
written report containing an evaluation of these impacts, pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida
Statutes, is to be provided to the local government and the state land planning agency within 30
calendar days of receipt of the amendment.
DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT
The proposed comprehensive plan amendment is for 109+/- acre parcel annexed into the City
on September 19, 2017. The application is for a large-scale Future Land Use Map (FLUM)
amendment that will designate the subject parcels with the equivalent City of Palm Coast
designation. As specified in a Pre-annexation agreement with the land owner, the proposed
amendment will recognize and protect the existing entitlements granted to the subject property.
Currently, the subject area has Flagler County FLUM designations of Residential-Medium
Density (88.9+/- acres), Commercial-Low Intensity (3.5+/- acres), and Conservation (17.5+/acres). The amendment will change the designations to the most equivalent City of Palm Coast
designations of Residential (88.9+/- acres), Mixed Use (3.5+/- acres), and Conservation (17.5+/acres). Additionally, the proposed amendment will include a policy on the FLUM to limit
residential development on the parcels to 615 dwelling units.
Current Future Land Use

Proposed Future Land Use

1. ADVERSE EFFECTS TO SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL RESOURCES AND

FACILITIES IDENTIFIED IN THE STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN
No regional adverse effects have been identified.

1

2.

EXTRAJURISDICTIONAL IMPACTS INCONSISTENT WITH THE
COMPREHENSIVE PLANS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS WITHIN THE REGION

No extra-jurisdictional impacts that would be inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan of an
affected local government were identified.

Request a copy of the adopted version of the amendment?

Yes ___n/a___ No ______

Recommendation
Staff respectfully recommends that the Northeast Florida Regional Council Board
of Directors’ President find the City of Palm Coast Adopted Amendment 17-2ESR
consistent with the Strategic Regional Policy Plan.
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MEMORANDUM
DATE:

JANUARY 8, 2018

TO:

PRESIDENT, NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

THRU:

BRIAN D. TEEPLE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

FROM:

ED PRESTON, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING PROGRAMS

RE:

NASSAU COUNTY ADOPTED AMENDMENT 17-3ESR

Attached is Review Form 01 for Nassau County Adopted Amendment 17-3ESR. This
amendment proposes to change the Future Land Use designation on a 196.78 acre parcel from
Industrial and Conservation to Medium Density Residential, Commercial and Conservation. The
80 acres of wetland (conservation) will not change.

Recommendation
Staff respectfully recommends that the President of the Northeast Florida Regional
Council Board of Directors find the Nassau County Adopted Amendment 17-3ESR
consistent with the Strategic Regional Policy Plan.

FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCILS ASSOCIATION
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT REVIEW FORM 01
Regional Planning Council: Northeast Florida Regional Council
Regional Planning Council Item No. Nassau County Adopted Amendment 17-3ESR
Date to be Mailed to Local Government and State Land Planning Agency: January 8, 2018
Local Government Item No: Ordinance 2017-40
Pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida Statutes, Council review of proposed amendments to local
government comprehensive plans is limited to adverse effects on regional resources and facilities
identified in the strategic regional policy plan and extra-jurisdictional impacts that would be
inconsistent with the comprehensive plan of any affected local government within the region. A
written report containing an evaluation of these impacts, pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida
Statutes, is to be provided to the local government and the state land planning agency within 30
calendar days of receipt of the amendment.
DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT
Amendment 17-3ESR proposes to change the future land use designation on a 196.78-acre parcel
from Industrial and Conservation to Medium Density Residential, Commercial and
Conservation. The 80 acres of wetland (conservation) will not change.
Existing

Proposed

1

2

1. ADVERSE EFFECTS TO SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL RESOURCES AND

FACILITIES IDENTIFIED IN THE STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN
As was noted at transmittal, the proposed amendment is estimated to generate 1,363 p.m. peak
hour trips (net 1,058 more than previously approved) based on 800 new dwelling units (350
single family, 450 Multi-family), 150,000 square feet of office, and 150,000 square feet of retail.
The amendment lies less than 1,000 feet from US 17 and less than 1 mile south of State Road
200, both of which are regionally significant roadways. State Road 200/A1A is currently above
capacity. A thorough traffic analysis was not submitted to the Council with the Transmitted
Amendment.
Subsequent to transmittal, the County has accepted a traffic study generated as an exhibit to the
companion planned unit development to this future land use amendment. The traffic study does
not address project distribution from the site on nearby SR 200/A1A which is a regionally
significant roadway. This amendment is located in the William Burgess Mixed-Use Activity
Center Overlay District
FDOT notes in their review of this amendment, “The William Burgess Mixed-Use Activity
Center is intended to alleviate and redirect traffic from SR-200 (emphasis added) through
interconnectivity and mixed use, pedestrian oriented development. As acknowledged by the
applicant, the proposed development could result in a significant increase of PM peak hour
trips. The segments of US-17 near Yulee currently operate at or better than the adopted level of
service (LOS). These segments LOS may decrease below adopted standards due to projected
traffic growth from the proposed development. These impacts to US-17 should be mitigated
through meeting the goals and principles of the Overlay District.
The County relies on its mobility plan/fee to address transportation impacts. Review of mobility
plans/fees is outside of the Council’s jurisdiction.
2. EXTRAJURISDICTIONAL IMPACTS INCONSISTENT WITH THE
COMPREHENSIVE PLANS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS WITHIN THE REGION
No extra-jurisdictional impacts that would be inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan of an
affected local government were identified.

Request a copy of the adopted version of the amendment?

Yes ___NA__

No ______

Recommendation
Staff respectfully recommends that the President of the Northeast Florida Regional
Council Board Directors find the Nassau County Adopted Amendment 17-3ESR
consistent with the Strategic Regional Policy Plan.
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MEMORANDUM
DATE:

JANUARY 9, 2018

TO:

NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

THRU:

BRIAN TEEPLE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

FROM:

ED PRESTON, PLANNING PROGRAMS DIRECTOR

RE:

FLAGLER COUNTY TRANSMITTED AMENDMENT 18-1ESR

Attached is Review Form 01 for Flagler County’s Transmitted Amendment 18-1ESR. The
application proposes to change approximately 202.2 acres, more or less, from Agriculture and
Timberlands to Residential Low Density/Single Family.

Recommendation
Staff respectfully recommends the Northeast Florida Regional Council Board of
Directors approve the staff review report of Flagler County’s Transmitted Amendment
18-1ESR.

FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCILS ASSOCIATION
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT REVIEW FORM 01
Regional Planning Council: Northeast Florida Regional Council
Regional Planning Council Item No. Flagler County Transmitted Amendment 18-1ESR
Date to be Mailed to Local Government and State Land Planning Agency: February 2, 2018
Local Government Item No: Application No. 3097
Pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida Statutes, Council review of proposed amendments to local
government comprehensive plans is limited to adverse effects on regional resources and facilities
identified in the strategic regional policy plan and extra-jurisdictional impacts that would be
inconsistent with the comprehensive plan of any affected local government within the region. A
written report containing an evaluation of these impacts, pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida
Statutes, is to be provided to the local government and the state land planning agency within 30
calendar days of receipt of the amendment.
DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT
The proposed comprehensive plan amendment proposes to change approximately 202.2 acres,
more or less, from Agriculture and Timberlands to Residential Low Density/Single Family.
Current Future Land Use

Proposed Future Land Use

1.

ADVERSE EFFECTS TO SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL RESOURCES AND FACILITIES
IDENTIFIED IN THE STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN

There are no adverse effects to significant regional resources or facilities identified in the
Strategic Regional Policy Plan. Note: No traffic impacts such as a distribution analysis was
submitted concerning I-95, a strategic regional resource.
2.

EXTRAJURISDICTIONAL IMPACTS INCONSISTENT WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE
PLANS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS WITHIN THE REGION

No extra-jurisdictional impacts that would be inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan of an
affected local government were identified. The application states that the total number of
dwelling units under the same unified plan of development (as considered in 380.0651
Statewide guidelines and standards) (Eagle Lakes) will reach 935 with approval of this
amendment. As stated in the application, “This request is considered a major plan amendment.
Staff has addressed the concurrency-related requirements of Florida Statutes, the
Comprehensive Plan, and this section of the Land Development Code (LDC) through this staff
report and the accompanying materials. Ultimately, the plan amendment process provides a
“forward look” at concurrency issues, with the LDC requiring concurrency to be met or
programmed at the time of final plat approval or permit issuance, as applicable. For purposes of
this application, limited analysis was provided by the applicant, with no proposals to address
deficiencies.”

Request a copy of the adopted version of the amendment?

Yes _X__

No _____

Recommendation
Staff respectfully recommends the Northeast Florida Regional Council Board of
Directors approve the staff review report of Flagler County’s Transmitted
Amendment 18-1ESR.
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MEMORANDUM
DATE:

JANUARY 10, 2018

TO:

NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

THRU:

BRIAN TEEPLE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

FROM:

ED PRESTON, PLANNING PROGRAMS DIRECTOR

RE:

NASSAU COUNTY TRANSMITTED AMENDMENT 18-1ESR

Attached is Review Form 01 for Nassau County’s Transmitted Amendment 18-1ESR. The
application proposes to amend the Future Land Use Map of the Comprehensive Plan for one
parcel of 11.9 acres from Agriculture to Commercial.

Recommendation
Staff respectfully recommends the Northeast Florida Regional Council Board of
Directors approve the staff review report of Nassau County’s Transmitted Amendment
18-1ESR.

FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCILS ASSOCIATION
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT REVIEW FORM 01
Regional Planning Council: Northeast Florida Regional Council
Regional Planning Council Item No. Nassau County Transmitted Amendment 18-1ESR
Date to be Mailed to Local Government and State Land Planning Agency: February 2, 2018
Local Government Item No: Application No. CPA-17-009
Pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida Statutes, Council review of proposed amendments to local
government comprehensive plans is limited to adverse effects on regional resources and facilities
identified in the strategic regional policy plan and extra-jurisdictional impacts that would be
inconsistent with the comprehensive plan of any affected local government within the region. A
written report containing an evaluation of these impacts, pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida
Statutes, is to be provided to the local government and the state land planning agency within 30
calendar days of receipt of the amendment.
DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT
The application proposes to amend the Future Land Use Map of the Comprehensive Plan for one
parcel of 11.9 acres from Agriculture to Commercial.

Source: National Wetlands Inventory
Freshwater Forested / Shrub Wetland with Hydrologic Connection to Thomas Creek
1.

ADVERSE EFFECTS TO SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL RESOURCES AND FACILITIES
IDENTIFIED IN THE STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN

There are potential adverse effects to significant regional resources or facilities identified in the
Strategic Regional Policy Plan. The County Staff Report indicates “a significant portion of the
site may be wetlands.” The site is about 1500 feet from, and connected to, Thomas Creek, a
significant regional resource.

2.

EXTRAJURISDICTIONAL IMPACTS INCONSISTENT WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE
PLANS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS WITHIN THE REGION

No extra-jurisdictional impacts that would be inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan of an
affected local government were identified.

Request a copy of the adopted version of the amendment?

Yes _X__

No _____

Recommendation
Staff respectfully recommends the Northeast Florida Regional Council Board of
Directors approve the staff review report of Nassau County’s Amendment 18-1ESR.
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MEMORANDUM
DATE:

JANUARY 22, 2018

TO:

NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

THRU:

BRIAN TEEPLE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

FROM:

ED PRESTON, PLANNING PROGRAMS DIRECTOR

RE:

CITY OF PALATKA TRANSMITTED AMENDMENT 2018R-11

Attached is Review Form 01 for the City of Palatka’s EAR-Based Transmitted Amendment
2018R-11. The proposed transmittal EAR-based amendment includes changes to the
Comprehensive Plan to respond to changes in statute that have taken place since the last
Evaluation and Appraisal Report. Specifically:
1. New policy in Housing Element regarding the provision of adequate sites for workforce
housing.
2. Revised policy in Traffic Circulation Element proposing the completion of a study
determining if City will replace transportation (road) concurrency with a mobility plan, or
retain transportation concurrency with the addition of transportation concurrency exception
areas, by June 1, 2019.
3. Eliminate references to school concurrency (repealed in 2012) in the Capital Improvement
Plan (CIP) policies. Also delete specific year timeframes for CIP and replace with CIP
maintenance on an ongoing basis.
4. Eliminate restrictions pertaining to debt management standards in the Capital Improvement
Element.
5. Through a revised policy, commit to an update of the Public Facilities Element to achieve
conformance with the North Florida Regional Water Supply Plan by July, as well as to take
the City out of the role of enforcing Water Management District rules.
Recommendation
Staff respectfully recommends the Northeast Florida Regional Council Board of
Directors approve the staff review report of the City of Palatka’s Transmitted
Amendment 2018R-11.

FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCILS ASSOCIATION
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT REVIEW FORM 01
Regional Planning Council: Northeast Florida Regional Council
Regional Planning Council Item No. City of Palatka Transmitted Amendment 2018R-11
Date to be Mailed to Local Government and State Land Planning Agency: February 2, 2018
Local Government Item No:
Pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida Statutes, Council review of proposed amendments to local
government comprehensive plans is limited to adverse effects on regional resources and facilities
identified in the strategic regional policy plan and extra-jurisdictional impacts that would be
inconsistent with the comprehensive plan of any affected local government within the region. A
written report containing an evaluation of these impacts, pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida
Statutes, is to be provided to the local government and the state land planning agency within 30
calendar days of receipt of the amendment.
DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT
The proposed transmittal EAR-based amendment includes changes to the Comprehensive Plan to
respond to changes in statute that have taken place since the last Evaluation and Appraisal
Report. Specifically:
1. New policy in Housing Element regarding the provision of adequate sites for workforce
housing Policy C.1.1.5.
2. Revised policy in Traffic Circulation Element proposing the completion of a study
determining if the City will replace transportation (road) concurrency with a mobility plan, or
retain transportation concurrency with the addition of transportation concurrency exception
areas, by June 1, 2019 Policy B.1.2.5.
3. Eliminate references to school concurrency (repealed in 2012) in the Capital Improvement
Plan (CIP) policies. Also delete specific year timeframes for CIP and replace with CIP
maintenance on an ongoing basis, Policy H.1.1.2, Goal H.2, Goal H.2, Policy H.2.1.4, Policy
H.3.1.4.
4. Eliminate restrictions pertaining to debt management standards in the Capital Improvement
Element Policy H.1.2.6, Policy H.1.2.7.
5. Through a revised policy, commit to an update of the Public Facilities Element to achieve
conformance with the North Florida Regional Water Supply Plan by July, 2018. This policy will
also be revised to take the City out of the role of enforcing water management district rules,
Policy D.1.5.2.

1.

ADVERSE EFFECTS TO SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL RESOURCES AND FACILITIES
IDENTIFIED IN THE STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN

No regional adverse effects have been identified.
2.

EXTRAJURISDICTIONAL IMPACTS INCONSISTENT WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE
PLANS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS WITHIN THE REGION

No extra-jurisdictional impacts that would be inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan of an
affected local government were identified.

Request a copy of the adopted version of the amendment?

Yes _X__

No _____

Recommendation
Staff respectfully recommends the Northeast Florida Regional Council Board of
Directors approve the staff review report of the City of Palatka’s EAR-Based
Amendment.
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MEMORANDUM
DATE:

JANUARY 24, 2018

TO:

NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

THROUGH:

BRIAN D. TEEPLE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

FROM:

ED PRESTON, PLANNING PROGRAMS DIRECTOR

RE:

GOVERNOR’S PARK DRI NOTICE OF PROPOSED CHANGE

The Governor’s Park DRI is located in Clay County, west of C.R. 15A, between S.R. 16 and
U.S. Highway 17. The applicant proposed to extend the build-out date and to change the phasing
in response to the changes in the schedule of the First Coast Expressway. The total development
proposed for the Governor’s Park DRI remains unchanged. The new Phase 1 will provide an
access from CR 15-A.
Please see the attached Governor’s Park NOPC Staff Report presented to and approved by the
Board on November 2, 2017.
The approved Development Order is consistent with the Notice of Proposed Change.

Recommendation
Staff respectfully recommends the Northeast Florida Regional Council Board of
Directors not recommend an appeal by the Department of Economic Opportunity.

Northeast Florida Regional Council
Review of
Governor’s Park Development of Regional Impact
Notice of Proposed Change

Background
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) changed the phasing of the First Coast
Expressway (FCE). Phase 2 was from Governor’s Park Interchange to I-95. Now, Phase 2 is
State Road 21 to US 17.
As a result, FDOT needs the right of way through Governor’s Park in order to bid the new Phase
2 in 2018.
Governor’s Park has a previously negotiated right of way agreement with FDOT to commence
construction of the FCE to I-95 by November of 2017, a schedule which cannot be met.
Additionally, 2011 legislation regarding “backlogged facilities” changed the methodology for
calculation of proportionate fair share transportation impacts.

Proposed Change
This Notice of Proposed Change proposes to extend the build-out date and to change the phasing
in response to the changes in the schedule of the First Coast Expressway.
The total development proposed for Governor’s Park DRI remains unchanged.
The new Phase 1 will provide an access from CR 15-A.
Review
There are three review standards that are applicable to proposed changes in DRIs:
1. Consistency with the DRI’s Development Order Conditions.
2. Consistency with the numerical thresholds in Subsection 380.06(19), Florida Statutes.
3. Impacts to Regional resources and facilities not previously reviewed.

Consistency with the DRI’s Development Order Conditions
The proposed change does not violate any condition in the Governor’s Park Development Order
and, therefore, additional mitigation is not recommended under this review standard.
Consistency with the numerical thresholds in Subsection 380.06(19), Florida Statutes

This proposed change does not exceed thresholds established in Subsection 380.06(19), Florida
Statutes.

Impacts to Regional resources and facilities not previously reviewed
No other changes are proposed that would cause impacts to regional resources or facilities that
were not previously reviewed. No additional mitigation is recommended under this review
standard.
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MEMORANDUM
DATE:

JANUARY 29, 2018

TO:

NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

THRU:

BRIAN D. TEEPLE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

FROM:

ELIZABETH PAYNE, EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS DIRECTOR

RE:

ASSIGNMENT OF DELIVERABLE SIGNATURE/APPROVAL AUTHORITY FOR REGION 3
HEALTHCARE COALITION ALLIANCE BOARD

Beginning in October of 2017, the Northeast Florida Regional Council now serves as the
administrative and fiduciary agent for three Healthcare Coalitions in North Florida, representing 18
counties. An overview of the new Coalition structure, which includes the creation of the Region 3
Healthcare Coalition Alliance, will be provided along with an update on the new requirements of
the five year contract. Accordingly, staff respectfully requests that the Board of Directors assign
the signatory/approval authority of contract deliverables to the Region 3 Healthcare Coalition
Alliance Board.

Beth Payne, Manager, Region 3 HCC Alliance

History


2014- Florida Department of Health (DOH) established 16 Health
Care Coalitions (HCC) to better prepare our health care
community to cope with disasters.



2014- NEFRC becomes responsible for the Northeast Florida
HCC – 6 counties.



2017- DOH consolidated HCCs from 16 to 10.



2017- NEFRC became responsible for consolidation of 3 HCCs
into a single 18-county Coalition.



2017 – NEFRC established the Region 3 HCC Alliance governed
by the 3 coalitions thereby preserving each Coalition’s local
identity.



2017- NEFRC receives a 5-year $3.5 contract to administer
Region 3.

Structure
Region 3 HCC
Alliance

Northeast Florida
Regional Council

CHAMP

NEFLHCC

NCFLHCC

(One County)

(Six Counties)

(Eleven Counties)

Diversity in the Region
18 Counties
 12,000 square miles
 28 Hospitals
 6,000 + Acute Care Beds
 10,000 + Nursing Home Beds


Contract
5 Year Contract with Florida Department
of Health
 $3.2 million in funding over five years
 Funding allocated across the three
Coalitions by the Alliance Board
 Contract Deliverables & Coalition funded
projects


Deliverables


Some of the deliverables over the next five
years….










Continuity of Operations
Operational Plan
Evacuation Plan Annex for Healthcare Facilities
Crisis Standards of Care
Mass Fatality Plan
Stop the Bleed Program
Full Scale Exercises
Training Events
Active Shooter/Hostile Events Working Group

Motion


Staff requests that the NEFRC Board of
Directors “Assign the signatory/approval
authority of contract deliverables to the
Region 3 Healthcare Coalition Alliance
Board.
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The Regional Leadership P2R2
The Public/Private Regional
Resiliency Committee continues
Academy

Twelve candidates graduated as part of the Regional
Leadership Academy in 2017. This program introduces
established leaders from all segments of the community
to regional issues, strengthens the network of existing
leaders who are ready and eager to collaborate, and
forms the foundation for the policy think tank that
advises the NEFRC, the Regional Community Institute.
Success: RLA Graduates routinely present to RLA Classes, and
have been known to win Regional Awards for
Excellence in their fields!
Success: The Regional Leadership Academy
did not need to recruit for the Class of 2018, graduated
regional
as nominations were received from previous
graduates sufficient to fill the class!
leaders

to provide leadership and action
on sea level rise in Northeast
Florida, and what the business
communityneedsto know, and do,
about it. They a currently focusing on Pre-FIRM buildings, investigating
where they are, their vulnerabilities, if and how they can be made more
resilient, and what might be done to finance improvements.
Success: P2R2 action item on Regional Evacuation Planning has become
a NEFRC policy priority.

The Regional Community
Institute

NEFRC is under contract with Pomona Park, Interlachen and
Beverly Beach to provide assistance with planning and zoning
issues as needed. Preliminary preparations were made for the local
governments to adopt ordinances concerning the new requirement
of a Water Supply Facilities Work Plan.
Success: The local governments were assisted with three rezonings
and a road right of way dispute that was settled.

Success: P2R2 consists of volunteers with a business focus. There is no
structure to the committee, as it operates by consensus. It works!

r

NEFRC staffs the Transportation Disadvantaged Local Coordinating
Boards for Baker, Clay, Flagler, Nassau, Putnam and St. Johns Counties.
These Boards are comprised of volunteers and agency representatives
who advise on coordination of transit for the transportation
disadvantaged. They assist the service providers in this very challenging
field, helping them to address this very important need.
Success: Regional coordination of transit is a top priority for LCBs in
Northeast Florida.

D

Over the last two years, five of the Transportation
Disadvantaged Service Plans overseen by NEFRC have
been significantly updated.

Affordable Housing Needs Plan

NEFRC’s Board prepared to adopt a Regional Housing Needs Plan with
three major goals and five broad strategies. The NEFRC invited the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation’s Banker’s Roundtable Meeting to be held
at the Council’s offices in June where regulators and banks discussed
affordable housing opportunities for cooperation.
Success: The Affordable Housing Needs plan, a goal of the Strategic
Regional Policy Plan, is on track for approval by the NEFRC Board in 2018.

SHIP Program

The NEFRC is now partnering with St. Johns Housing Partnership
to house needy residents of Putnam County. St John’s Housing
Partnership manages the rehabilitation contracting and the NEFRC
manages the planning tasks and provides staffing for the Local
Housing Advisory Committee.
Success:
The Putnam County
Local Housing Advisory Committee
completed a triennial review of the
Applications
Homes program.

15

Serviced

19

Processed.

NEFRC considered twenty-one comprehensive plan amendments
for eight local governments totaling 4,113.62 acres.

Economic Impact Analysis

over

25

economic
development
projects in
Northeast
Florida.

NEFRC provides economic impact
analysis modelling services for our
economic development partners to
assist in determining the level of public
investment, if any, a local government will
offer to secure an economic development
opportunity.
Success: NEFRC’s analysis helped secure
the Amazon distribution which will grow
the Region’s economy by $2 Billion/year.

8

Elevate Northeast Florida
The NEFRC in partnership with
JAXUSA and CareerSource was
awarded a matching grant from
the U.S. Economic Development
Administration to update the region’s
2011 economic development strategy
called Innovate Northeast Florida. This
new effort called Elevate Northeast
Florida is scheduled to be completed
in the fall of 2018.
Success: We have agreement that our
Comprehensive Economic Development
Strategy will align with the results of
Elevate Northeast Florida

LEPC

Northeast Florida Local Emergency
Planning
Committee
had
a
monumental year. The LEPC
was recognized at the national
level for the development and
implementation of a full scale
exercise with CSX. This was a public/
private partnership recognized and published in the nationally
distributed periodical Transcaer magazine. This event included
three phases that offered a variety of different trainings, ending
with the final phase of a full scale exercise involving NE Florida’s
three hazmat teams and over 66 participants. Since the northeast
LEPC covers the counties of Baker, Clay, Duval, Flagler, Nassau, &
St. Johns this event was designed to incorporate teams from the
whole region and is the reason this event was so successful, and
could not have been done without the partnership of CSX.

D

Transportation Disadvantaged

2017
ANNUAL
REPORT
B r i n g i n g C o m m u n i t i e s To g e t h e r

a

Every month, large scale (more than 10 acres) comprehensive plan
amendments from any of the seven counties or their municipalities
are reviewed by NEFRC Staff against two criteria as mandated
by State law. Those criteria are adverse impacts to critical
State resources, and extra-jurisdictional impacts that would be
inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan of an affected local
government.
Success: All reviews were conducted in the 30 day time period
required by statute.

a

The Regional Community Institute is working on REGIONAL
TOURISM in 2018.

Comprehensive Planning

r

Regional Leadership Academy
graduates and NEFRC current and
former Board members make up the
membership of the Regional Community Institute. This policy think
tank has advised the NEFRC on issues from sea level rise to thriving
small business, from a transportation corridor between Tampa and
Jacksonville to water issues. They also crafted First Coast Vision,
part of the NEFRC’s guiding Strategic Regional Policy Plan.
Success: RCI collaborated with southern Georgia on water issues.

ft

Technical Assistance

ft

240

partners
are investing
in Elevate
Northeast
Florida.

Healthcare Coalitions

This year was a big year for the Northeast
Florida Regional Council and Healthcare
Coalitions in the State of Florida. In 2017, the
NEFRC signed a five year contract to manage
three healthcare coalitions in North Florida –
Northeast Florida HCC, North Central Florida
HCC and CHAMP in Marion County. NEFRC
oversees budgets, subcontracts, contract
deliverables and staffing. The diversity of the
three coalitions includes:

18 counties,
28 hospitals,
6,000+
Acute Care Beds &
10,000+
Nursing Home Beds.

Specific to the Northeast Florida HCC, membership has doubled
in 2017. Nearly $150,000 in funding was awarded to members
to advance disaster preparedness across the region. Successful
training and exercises were implemented, including the First
Annual Healthcare Partners Training Summit, which included over
120 participants and guest speaker and Pulitzer Prize winning
author Sheri Fink.

Our Mission

Training & Exercises

To be a dynamic network of local governance, providing visionary leadership, advocacy, and coordination between counties and local, state and
federal governmental agencies to preserve and enhance the quality of Northeast Florida’s economic, natural, built and social environment by:
Actively serving as a convener of regional issues
Fostering public awareness of diverse regional issues
Identifying trends, issues and opportunities for the Region
Building consensus for Regional solutions through coordination and cooperation
Providing a regionally focused forum for comprehensive and functional planning
Furnishing technical and administrative assistance to local
governments and other stakeholders, and
Maintaining expertise among staff and pursuing technologies that support the successful implementation of the mission.

This year the Northeast Florida Regional Council trained nearly
1,000 individuals across a wide variety of programs. NEFRC staff
was recognized for the State’s leading training numbers from the
Northeast Florida Local Emergency Planning Committee, which
trained nearly 800 people and offering 23 courses. In addition to
all of the training classes offered by the NEFRC, we were also able
to offer eleven exercises throughout the year. This gave individuals
from a variety of agencies a chance to practice and execute their
emergency plans in a controlled environment. Topics included:

CLAY COUNTY
County Seat: Green Cove
Springs
Population: 208,311
Land Area (sq. miles): 601
Other Incorporated
Communities: Keystone
Heights, Orange Park, Penney
Farms
Established: 1858
Named for: Kentuckian Henry
Clay, Secretary of State under
John Quincy Adams

DUVAL COUNTY
County Seat: Jacksonville
Population: 926,255
Land Area (sq. miles): 774
Other Incorporated
Communities: Atlantic Beach,
Baldwin, Jacksonville Beach,
Neptune Beach
Established: 1822
Named for: William Pope
Duval, first territorial governor
of Florida

FLAGLER COUNTY
County Seat: Bunnell
Population: 108,310
Land Area (sq. miles): 485
Other Incorporated
Communities: Beverly Beach,
Flagler Beach, Marineland,
Palm Coast.
Established: 1917
Named for: Henry Flagler,
developer of the Florida East
Coast Railroad

NASSAU COUNTY
County Seat: Fernandina
Beach
Population: 80,622
Land Area (sq. miles): 652
Other Incorporated
Communities: Callahan, Hilliard
Established: 1824
Named for: Nassau Sound

PUTNAM COUNTY
ST. JOHNS COUNTY
County Seat: Palatka
County Seat: St. Augustine,
Population: 72,277
oldest permanent settlement
Land Area (sq. miles): 722
in U.S.
Other Incorporated
Population: 235,087
Communities: Crescent City,
Land Area (sq. miles): 609
Interlachen, Pomona Park,
Other Incorporated
Welaka.
Communities: Hastings, St.
Established: 1849
Augustine Beach
Named for: Benjamin Alexander
Established: 1821
Putnam (1801-69), lawyer,
Named for: St. Johns River
soldier, judge, state legislator,
first president of the Florida
Historical Society

• Initial Responding Unit to
a HazMat Incidents
• Hurricanes & Natural Disasters
• Points of Dispensing

BAKER COUNTY

Hon. Jimmy Anderson
Baker County Commissioner

Hon. Danny Becton
Jacksonville City Council

Mr. Robert “Bob” Spaeth
Nassau County Representative

*Hon. Bill Gulliford
Jacksonville City Council

Hon. George Spicer
Nassau County Commissioner

Mr. Ronald Timonere
Gubernatorial Appointee

PUTNAM COUNTY

Mr. Stan Totman
Jacksonville Representative

Hon. Buddy Goddard
Putnam County Commissioner

FLAGLER COUNTY

Hon. Larry Harvey
Putnam County Commissioner

Hon. Catherine Robinson
Mayor, City of Bunnell

*Hon. Terrill Hill
Mayor, City of Palatka

*Hon. David Sullivan
Flagler County Commissioner

*Mr. Kelly Redford
Putnam County Representative

Ms. Helga Van Eckert
Gubernatorial Appointee

Mr. Kenny Eubanks
Putnam County Representative

NASSAU COUNTY

Mr. Vernon Myers
Putnam County Municipal Representative

Hon. John Drew
Gubernatorial Appointee

Hon. E. Walton Pellicer II
Putnam County Commissioner

D

Hon. James Bennett
Baker County Commissioner

Mr. Michael Griffis
City of Macclenny Representative
Mr. Darryl Register
Gubernatorial Appointee
CLAY COUNTY

Mr. Michael Bourre
Gubernatorial Appointee
Mr. Doug Conkey
Gubernatorial Appointee
DUVAL COUNTY
Hon. Elaine Brown
Gubernatorial Appointee
Hon. Aaron Bowman
Jacksonville City Council
*Hon. John Crescimbeni
Jacksonville City Council

Hon. Len Kreger
City of Fernandina Beach Commissioner

a

Mr. Darryl Register
Secretary/Treasurer
Baker County

ST. JOHNS COUNTY

• Special Needs Sheltering

Hon. Roxanne Horvath
City of St. Augustine Commissioner

• Continuity of Operations

Hon. James K. Johns
Gubernatorial Appointee

Hon. Paul M. Waldron
St. Johns County Commissioner
EX-OFFICIO
NON-VOTING
MEMBERS

Mr. Curtis Hart
Florida Department of
Economic Opportunity
Mr. Geoffrey Sample
St. Johns River Water
Management District
Mr. Larry Parks
Florida Department of
Transportation

Mr. Gregory Strong
Florida Department of
Environmental Protection
*Appointed in 2017

Economic Development & Tourism:
PGA Tour Corporate Headquarters Project

Planning and Growth Management:
Kelly Gibson, City of Fernandina Beach

r

Hon. Stan Totman
2nd Vice President
Duval County

Culture, Historic Preservation or
Adaptive Reuse:
Princess Place Estates

Environmental Stewardship:
Fernandina Wastewater Treatment Plant
Solar Project

• Hospital Evacuation

D

a

Hon. Jimmy Anderson
1st Vice President
Baker County

r

Hon. Roxanne Horvath
President
St. Johns County

Affordable Housing:
Sara Little, Baker County

Education:
WJCT’s Be My Neighbor Day 2017

2016-2017 Board Of Directors

The Board of Directors of the Northeast Florida
Regional Council is comprised of 35 members: twothirds elected officials and one-third gubernatorial
appointees. These individuals are recognized in
the public and private sectors for their influence
and leadership. They provide the Council with
the insight and the tools to make critical decisions
that affect the quality of life within our Region.
The members named below are listed by their
affiliation and title reflective of their status at the
time of their service.

For the past 15 years the NEFRC has celebrated the service of our
elected officials and recognized the great work of people who work
tirelessly to make a difference in the quality of life in Northeast
Florida. This year we gathered on December 7th to thank our
elected officials and to present awards to the most noteworthy
projects, programs and people. This year’s winners of our Regional
Awards for Excellence are:

ft

BAKER COUNTY
County Seat: Macclenny
Population: 27,937
Land Area (sq. miles):585
Other Incorporated
Communities:
Glen St. Mary
Established: 1861
Named for: James McNair
Baker, Confederate States
senator and Florida judge

ft

• LEPC/CSX Train Derailment

Elected Official’s Luncheon and
Regional Awards for Excellence

• Pandemics – Disease
Outbreaks

Public Safety:
City of Palm Coast Fire Department
Internship Program
Inclusion:
The ALICE Report
Transportation:
Smart Region Master Plan
Quality of Life:
St. Augustine’s Mayor Shaver
Special Achievement Award:
UNDERDOG Dreams
Regional Leadership:
Fernandina Beach Vice-Mayor Len Kreger
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MEMORANDUM
DATE:

JANUARY 23, 2018

TO:

NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

FROM:

BRIAN D. TEEPLE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

RE:

DRAFT NEFRC MISSION STATEMENT

Attached is the draft new Mission Statement that was provided at the December Board meeting.
I would like the Board to discuss and adopt a new Mission Statement at the February Board
meeting.

2/1/18 Board Meeting
NEFRC Proposed Mission Statement
January 23, 2018
Page 2 of 2

Current Mission Statement
To be a dynamic network of local governance, providing visionary leadership,
advocacy, and coordination between counties and local, state and federal
governmental agencies to preserve and enhance the quality of Northeast Florida’s
economic, natural, built and social environment by:





Actively serving as a convener of regional issues
Fostering public awareness of diverse regional issues
Identifying trends, issues and opportunities for the Region
Building consensus for Regional solutions through coordination and
cooperation
 Providing a regionally focused forum for comprehensive and functional
planning
 Furnishing technical and administrative assistance to local
governments and other stakeholders, and
 Maintaining expertise among staff and pursuing technologies that support
the successful implementation of the MISSION.

Proposed Mission Statement
The mission of the NEFRC is to celebrate the unique assets of Northeast Florida
and to engage its people, businesses, governments and organizations. In doing so
we:
•





Communicate Issues
Convene Stakeholders
Collaborate with Others
Calculate and Analyze
Construct Solutions
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MEMORANDUM
DATE:

JANUARY 23, 2018

TO:

NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

FROM:

BRIAN D. TEEPLE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

RE:

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

As of the writing of this memorandum the 2018 Legislative session is in its 15th day, and is
scheduled to end on March 9th.
Attached is the January 22nd Legislative Tracking Report from FRCA.
Also attached is the final report from the House Select Committee on Hurricane Response and
Preparedness which was adopted on January 16th. The Committee made 78 recommendations
which can be found in Appendix 3 of the report (pages40-51). A number of these
recommendations are receiving active legislative attention.

February 2018 Legislative Update
FRCA Legislative Tracking Report
January 22, 2018

Print Format
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2018 Bills (78)
Number Title

Sponsor

Last
Action

Date Foldered

Burton

01/12/18

10/20/17
03:27PM

HB 0007

Local Government Fiscal
Transparency

(S: 1426 )

Local Government Fiscal Transparency: Revises Legislative Auditing Committee duties; specifies purpose of local government fiscal
transparency requirements; requires local governments to post certain voting record information on websites; requires property
appraisers & local governments to post certain property tax information & history on websites; requires public notices for public
hearings & meetings prior to certain increases of local government tax levies; specifies noticing & advertising requirements; requires
local governments to conduct debt affordability analyses under specified conditions; provides method for local governments that do
not operate website to post certain required information. Effective Date: July 1, 2018
08/23/17

HOUSE Filed

08/30/17 HOUSE Referred to Ways & Means Committee
08/30/17

HOUSE Now in Ways & Means Committee

10/03/17

HOUSE On Committee agenda - Ways & Means Committee, 10/10/17, 3:00 pm, 17 H

10/10/17

HOUSE Favorable by Ways & Means Committee; 15 Yeas, 4 Nays

10/10/17

HOUSE Placed on Calendar, on 2nd reading

01/08/18

HOUSE Placed on Special Order Calendar, 01/11/18

01/11/18

HOUSE Read Second Time; Placed on Third Reading, 01/12/18

01/12/18

HOUSE Read Third Time; Passed (Vote: 91 Yeas / 12 Nays)

HB 0011 Government Accountability

(C: 1019
1279 1804
)
(S: 354 )

Metz

01/12/18

10/20/17
03:27PM

Government Accountability: Requires Governor & Commissioner of Education, or their designees, to notify Legislative Auditing
Committee of entity's failure to comply with certain auditing & financial reporting requirements; excludes water management districts
from certain audit requirements; revises reporting requirements applicable to Florida Clerks of Court Operations Corporation; revises
certain lodging rates for purpose of reimbursement to specified employees; provides requirements for statewide travel management
system; revises responsibilities of specified entities to include establishment & maintenance of certain internal controls; revises
auditing requirements for certain agencies, councils, & state schools; requires the Legislative Auditing Committee to determine
whether governmental entity should be subject to state action under certain circumstances; requires counties & municipalities to
maintain certain budget documents on entities' websites for specified period; provides annual financial audit requirements for Florida
Virtual School. Effective Date: July 1, 2018
08/28/17

HOUSE Filed

09/06/17

HOUSE Referred to Government Accountability Committee

09/06/17 HOUSE Now in Government Accountability Committee
10/31/17

HOUSE On Committee agenda - Government Accountability Committee, 11/07/17, 1:30 pm, 17 H

11/07/17 HOUSE Favorable with CS by Government Accountability Committee; 22 Yeas, 1 Nay
11/07/17 HOUSE Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
11/08/17 HOUSE Placed on calendar, on 2nd reading

HB 0017

01/08/18

HOUSE Placed on Special Order Calendar, 01/11/18

01/11/18

HOUSE Read Second Time; Amendment Adopted (105187); Placed on Third Reading, 01/12/18

01/11/18

HOUSE Engrossed Text (E1) Filed

01/12/18

HOUSE Read Third Time; Passed (Vote: 101 Yeas / 1 Nay)

Community Redevelopment
Organizations

Raburn

01/12/18

10/20/17
02:39PM

1/22/2018, 1:25 PM
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(S: 432 )

Community Redevelopment Organizations: Provides reporting requirements; revises requirements for operating community
redevelopment agencies; prohibits creation of community redevelopment agencies after date certain; provides phase-out period;
creates criteria for determining whether community redevelopment agency is inactive; provides hearing procedures; authorizes
certain financial activity from inactive community redevelopment agencies; revises requirements for use of redevelopment trust fund
proceeds; revises county & municipal government reporting requirements; revises criteria for finding that county or municipality failed
to file report; requires DFS to provide report to DEO concerning community redevelopment agencies with no revenues, no
expenditures, & no debts. Effective Date: October 1, 2018
09/18/17

HOUSE Filed

09/19/17

HOUSE Referred to Government Accountability Committee

09/19/17 HOUSE Now in Government Accountability Committee
11/07/17 HOUSE On Committee agenda - Government Accountability Committee, 11/14/17, 1:00 pm, 17 H
11/14/17 HOUSE Favorable with CS by Government Accountability Committee; 20 Yeas, 1 Nay
11/20/17 HOUSE Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
11/22/17 HOUSE Placed on Calendar, on 2nd reading
01/08/18

HOUSE Placed on Special Order Calendar, 01/11/18

01/11/18

HOUSE Read Second Time; Placed on Third Reading, 01/12/18

01/12/18

HOUSE Read Third Time; Passed (Vote: 72 Yeas / 32 Nays)

SB 0076

Small Business Saturday Sales Tax
Holiday

(I: 519 )

Small Business Saturday Sales Tax Holiday; Defining the term "small business"; providing that small businesses are not required to
collect the sales and use tax on the retail sale of certain items of tangible personal property during a specified timeframe, etc.
APPROPRIATION: $200,000.00 Effective Date: 7/1/2018

11/07/17

10/20/17
03:27PM

08/09/17

SENATE Filed

08/28/17

SENATE Referred to Commerce and Tourism; Appropriations Subcommittee on Finance and Tax; Appropriations

09/26/17

Bill to be Discussed During the Office of EDR's Revenue Estimating Impact Conference, 09/28/17, 9:00 am, 117 K (No Votes
Will Be Taken)

09/27/17

Removed from agenda - Office of EDR's Revenue Estimating Impact Conference, 09/28/17, 9:00 am, 117 K

10/04/17

Bill to be Discussed During the Office of EDR's Revenue Estimating Impact Conference, 10/06/17, 9:00 am, 117 K (No Votes
Will Be Taken)

10/30/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Commerce and Tourism, 11/06/17, 4:00 pm, 110 S

11/06/17

SENATE Favorable by Commerce and Tourism; 8 Yeas, 0 Nays

11/07/17

SENATE Now in Appropriations Subcommittee on Finance and Tax

HB 0079 Public Meetings
(S: 192 )

Garcia

Roth

01/19/18

10/20/17
03:07PM

Public Meetings: Specifies conditions under which members of board or commission of state agency or authority or of agency or
authority of county, municipal corporation, or political subdivision may participate in fact-finding exercises or excursions. Effective
Date: upon becoming a law
08/22/17

HOUSE Filed

08/30/17 HOUSE Referred to Oversight, Transparency & Administration Subcommittee; Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs
Subcommittee; Government Accountability Committee
08/30/17 HOUSE Now in Oversight, Transparency & Administration Subcommittee
01/19/18

HOUSE On Committee agenda - Oversight, Transparency & Administration Subcommittee, 01/23/18, 3:30 pm, 17 H

HB 0097 Florida Hurricane Catastrophe Fund
(C: 1454 )

Santiago

01/19/18

10/20/17
03:29PM

Florida Hurricane Catastrophe Fund: Revises reimbursements SBA must make to insurer to include 25 percent & 60 percent of
insurer's losses; revises obligation of board with respect to all contracts covering particular contract year; revises amount of charges
that reimbursement premium must include; requires money to be used by Division of Emergency Management for certain purposes;

1/22/2018, 1:25 PM
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authorizes temporary rapid cash build-up factor to be used if fund balance drops below specified amount; authorizes board to direct
OIR to levy emergency assessment on specified premiums to cure certain deficits in fund. Effective Date: July 1, 2018
08/24/17

HOUSE Filed

08/30/17 HOUSE Referred to Insurance & Banking Subcommittee; Appropriations Committee; Commerce Committee
08/30/17 HOUSE Now in Insurance & Banking Subcommittee
01/19/18

HOUSE On Committee agenda - Insurance & Banking Subcommittee, 01/23/18, 12:00 pm, 404 H - PCS

HB 0131 Coastal Management

(I: 174 )

Peters

09/14/17

10/20/17
02:56PM

Coastal Management: Revises criteria for state & local participation in authorized projects & studies relating to beach management &
erosion control; revises procedures for prioritizing & funding beach restoration, beach management, & inlet management projects;
requires certain funds from Land Acquisition Trust Fund be used for beach preservation & restoration projects. Effective Date: July 1,
2018
09/01/17

HOUSE Filed

09/14/17

HOUSE Referred to Natural Resources & Public Lands Subcommittee; Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations
Subcommittee; Government Accountability Committee

09/14/17 HOUSE Now in Natural Resources & Public Lands Subcommittee

Property Tax Exemption and
SB 0136 Assessment/Manufacturing
Equipment

Steube

11/14/17

10/20/17
03:27PM

Property Tax Exemption and Assessment/Manufacturing Equipment; Proposing amendments to the State Constitution authorizing the
Legislature to exempt certain manufacturing equipment from the tangible personal property tax or permitting such equipment to be
assessed at less than just value pursuant to an accelerated depreciation method established by general law, and providing an
effective date, etc.
08/10/17

SENATE Filed

08/28/17

SENATE Referred to Judiciary; Appropriations Subcommittee on Finance and Tax; Appropriations; Rules

10/10/17

Bill to be Discussed During the Office of EDR's Revenue Estimating Impact Conference, 10/13/17, 9:00 am, 117 K (No Votes
Will Be Taken)

11/06/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Judiciary, 11/14/17, 2:00 pm, 110 S

11/14/17

SENATE Favorable by Judiciary; 10 Yeas, 0 Nays

11/14/17

SENATE Now in Appropriations Subcommittee on Finance and Tax

HB 0145 Nonnative Animals
(S: 168 )

Beshears

12/08/17

10/20/17
03:16PM

Nonnative Animals: Directs FWCC to establish pilot program for eradication of priority invasive species & submit report to Governor &
Legislature; authorizes FWCC to enter into specified contracts; requires pet dealers to implant specified tags in certain nonnative
species before sale or resale; provides appropriations. Effective Date: July 1, 2018
09/14/17

HOUSE Filed

09/19/17

HOUSE Referred to Natural Resources & Public Lands Subcommittee; Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations
Subcommittee; Government Accountability Committee

09/19/17 HOUSE Now in Natural Resources & Public Lands Subcommittee
10/18/17

HOUSE On Committee agenda - Natural Resources & Public Lands Subcommittee, 10/25/17, 9:00 am, 12 H

10/25/17

HOUSE Temporarily Postponed by Natural Resources & Public Lands Subcommittee

12/04/17

HOUSE On Committee agenda - Natural Resources & Public Lands Subcommittee, 12/06/17, 2:00 pm, 12 H

12/06/17

HOUSE Favorable with CS by Natural Resources & Public Lands Subcommittee; 13 Yeas, 0 Nays

12/07/17 HOUSE Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
12/08/17

HOUSE Now in Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee

1/22/2018, 1:25 PM
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SB 0158 Florida Communities Trust

(I: 1097 )

08/28/17

10/20/17
02:56PM

Florida Communities Trust; Revising the permissible activities and projects that may be undertaken, coordinated, or funded by the
Florida Communities Trust to include flood mitigation projects; specifying the purpose of flood mitigation projects under the trust;
specifying a maximum grant award for such projects; requiring the Department of Environmental Protection to establish by rule an
application process for such grants, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2018
08/16/17

SENATE Filed

08/28/17

SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment and
Natural Resources; Appropriations

SB 0168 Nonnative Animals

(S: 145 )

Brandes

Steube

01/19/18

10/20/17
03:16PM

Nonnative Animals; Requiring the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission to establish a pilot program for the eradication of
priority invasive species; specifying procedures for the capture and disposal of animals that belong to priority invasive species;
requiring animals that belong to certain nonnative species to be implanted with a passive integrated transponder tag before sale,
resale, or being offered for sale by a pet dealer, etc. APPROPRIATION: $600,000.00 Effective Date: 7/1/2018
08/17/17

SENATE Filed

08/28/17

SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment and
Natural Resources; Appropriations

01/04/18

SENATE On Committee agenda - Environmental Preservation and Conservation, 01/09/18, 2:00 pm, 37 S

01/09/18

SENATE Favorable by Environmental Preservation and Conservation; 10 Yeas, 0 Nays

01/09/18 SENATE Now in Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment and Natural Resources
01/19/18

SENATE On Committee agenda - Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment and Natural Resources, 01/24/18, 9:00
am, 301 S

SB 0170

Rural Economic Development
Initiative

(S: 1403 )

Rural Economic Development Initiative; Revising the duties, responsibilities, and membership of the Rural Economic Development
Initiative; deleting a provision limiting the number of rural areas of opportunity that may be designated; deleting a provision listing the
economic development incentives for which the Governor may waive criteria requirements or similar provisions, etc. Effective Date:
Upon becoming a law

01/16/18

10/20/17
02:39PM

08/17/17

SENATE Filed

08/28/17

SENATE Referred to Commerce and Tourism; Agriculture; Governmental Oversight and Accountability; Rules

10/30/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Commerce and Tourism, 11/06/17, 4:00 pm, 110 S

11/06/17

SENATE Favorable by Commerce and Tourism; 8 Yeas, 0 Nays

11/07/17

SENATE Now in Agriculture

01/08/18

SENATE On Committee agenda - Agriculture, 01/11/18, 9:00 am, 301 S

01/11/18

SENATE Favorable with CS by Agriculture; 6 Yeas, 0 Nays

01/11/18

SENATE Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed

01/16/18

SENATE Now in Governmental Oversight and Accountability

SB 0174 Coastal Management

(I: 131 )

Grimsley

Hukill

10/26/17

10/20/17
02:56PM

Coastal Management; Revising the criteria to be considered by the Department of Environmental Protection in determining and
assigning annual funding priorities for beach management and erosion control projects; requiring that certain projects be considered
separate and apart from other specified projects; revising requirements for the comprehensive long-term management plan; requiring
certain funds from the Land Acquisition Trust Fund to be used for projects that preserve and repair state beaches, etc. Effective Date:
Except as otherwise provided in this act, this act shall take effect July 1, 2018
08/18/17

SENATE Filed

08/28/17

SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment and
Natural Resources; Appropriations

1/22/2018, 1:25 PM
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09/05/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Environmental Preservation and Conservation, 09/12/17, 1:30 pm, 37 S

09/06/17

SENATE Meeting Cancelled - Environmental Preservation and Conservation, 09/12/17, 1:30 pm, 37 S

10/02/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Environmental Preservation and Conservation, 10/07/17, 1:00 p.m., 37 S

10/09/17

SENATE Favorable by Environmental Preservation and Conservation; 10 Yeas, 0 Nays

10/10/17 SENATE Now in Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment and Natural Resources
10/16/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment and Natural Resources, 10/25/17, 1:00
pm, 301 S

10/25/17

SENATE Favorable by Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment and Natural Resources; 7 Yeas, 0 Nays

10/26/17 SENATE Now in Appropriations

SB 0176 Traffic Infraction Detectors
(S: 548
6001 )

10/20/17
03:22PM

08/18/17

SENATE Filed

08/28/17

SENATE Referred to Transportation; Community Affairs; Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and
Economic Development; Appropriations

Steube

08/28/17

10/20/17
03:29PM

E911 Systems; Requiring that the Technology Program within the Department of Management Services develop and implement a
plan to require that emergency dispatchers be able to transfer an emergency call from one E911 system to another E911 system in
the state, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2018
08/22/17

SENATE Filed

08/28/17

SENATE Referred to Communications, Energy, and Public Utilities; Appropriations Subcommittee on General Government;
Appropriations

SB 0192 Public Meetings
(S: 79 )

08/28/17

Traffic Infraction Detectors; Repealing provisions relating to the installation and use of traffic infraction detectors to enforce specified
provisions when a driver fails to stop at a traffic signal, provisions that authorize the Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles, a county, or a municipality to use such detectors, and the distribution of penalties collected for specified violations, etc.
Effective Date: 7/1/2020

SB 0190 E911 Systems
(S: 1057 )

Hutson

Baxley

01/22/18

10/20/17
03:07PM

Public Meetings; Specifying conditions under which members of any board or commission of any state agency or authority or of any
agency or authority of any county, municipal corporation, or political subdivision may participate in fact-finding exercises or
excursions, etc. Effective Date: Upon becoming a law
08/22/17

SENATE Filed

08/28/17

SENATE Referred to Ethics and Elections; Community Affairs; Rules

10/02/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Ethics and Elections, 10/10/17, 2:00 p.m., 412 K

10/10/17

SENATE Favorable by Ethics and Elections; 8 Yeas, 0 Nays

10/11/17

SENATE Now in Community Affairs

10/16/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Community Affairs, 10/24/17, 9:00 am, 301 S

10/24/17

SENATE Favorable by Community Affairs; 7 Yeas, 0 Nays

10/24/17 SENATE Now in Rules
01/08/18

SENATE On Committee agenda - Rules, 01/11/18, 9:00 am, 110 S

01/11/18

SENATE Favorable by Rules; 11 Yeas, 0 Nays

01/11/18

SENATE Placed on Calendar, on 2nd reading

01/22/18

SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar, 01/24/18

1/22/2018, 1:25 PM
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HB 0203

Environmental Regulation
Commission

(I: 316 )

Environmental Regulation Commission: Requires Governor to make appointments to fill commission vacancies within certain time
frame; requires that specified rules submitted to commission receive certain vote totals for approval or modification. Effective Date:
July 1, 2018

Willhite

11/06/17

10/20/17
03:16PM

09/28/17

HOUSE Filed

10/03/17

HOUSE Referred to Natural Resources & Public Lands Subcommittee; Judiciary Committee; Government Accountability
Committee

10/03/17 HOUSE Now in Natural Resources & Public Lands Subcommittee
10/18/17

HOUSE On Committee agenda - Natural Resources & Public Lands Subcommittee, 10/25/17, 9:00 am, 12 H

10/25/17

HOUSE Favorable by Natural Resources & Public Lands Subcommittee; 13 Yeas, 0 Nays

11/06/17 HOUSE Now in Judiciary Committee

SB 0204 Land Acquisition Trust Fund

Bradley

01/19/18

10/20/17
02:59PM

Land Acquisition Trust Fund; Revising the specified appropriation for spring restoration, protection, and management projects;
requiring a specified appropriation for certain projects related to the St. Johns River and its tributaries or the Keystone Heights Lake
Region, etc. APPROPRIATION: Indeterminate Effective Date: 7/1/2018
08/22/17

SENATE Filed

08/28/17

SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment and
Natural Resources; Appropriations

09/05/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Environmental Preservation and Conservation, 09/12/17, 1:30 pm, 37 S

09/06/17

SENATE Meeting Cancelled - Environmental Preservation and Conservation, 09/12/17, 1:30 pm, 37 S

10/02/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Environmental Preservation and Conservation, 10/07/17, 1:00 p.m., 37 S

10/09/17

SENATE Favorable with CS by Environmental Preservation and Conservation; 10 Yeas, 0 Nays

10/10/17

SENATE Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed

10/12/17 SENATE Now in Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment and Natural Resources
11/27/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment and Natural Resources, 12/07/17, 9:00
am, 301 S

12/07/17

SENATE Favorable by Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment and Natural Resources; 6 Yeas, 0 Nays

12/07/17 SENATE Now in Appropriations
01/12/18

SENATE On Committee agenda - Appropriations, 01/18/18, 4:00 pm, 412 K

01/18/18

SENATE Favorable by Appropriations; 18 Yeas, 0 Nays

01/19/18

SENATE Placed on Calendar, on 2nd reading

HB 0207 Growth Management

(S: 362 )

McClain

10/12/17

10/20/17
02:39PM

Growth Management: Requires local governments to address protection of private property rights in their comprehensive plans;
requires comprehensive plan to include private property rights element; requires counties & municipalities to adopt or amend land
development regulations consistent with private property rights element; provides deadlines; requires state land planning agency to
approve private property rights element if it is substantially in specified form. Effective Date: July 1, 2018
09/28/17

HOUSE Filed

10/12/17 HOUSE Referred to Agriculture & Property Rights Subcommittee; Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee; Commerce
Committee
10/12/17

HOUSE Now in Agriculture & Property Rights Subcommittee

SB 0232 Coral Reefs

Book

01/19/18

10/20/17
03:05PM

1/22/2018, 1:25 PM
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(I: 53 )

Coral Reefs; Establishing the Southeast Florida Coral Reef Ecosystem Conservation Area, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2018
08/30/17

SENATE Filed

09/22/17

SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment and
Natural Resources; Appropriations

10/30/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Environmental Preservation and Conservation, 11/06/17, 1:30 pm, 37 S

11/06/17

SENATE Favorable by Environmental Preservation and Conservation; 10 Yeas, 0 Nays

11/07/17

SENATE Now in Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment and Natural Resources

11/27/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment and Natural Resources, 12/07/17, 9:00
am, 301 S

12/07/17

SENATE Favorable by Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment and Natural Resources; 6 Yeas, 0 Nays

12/07/17 SENATE Now in Appropriations
01/12/18

SENATE On Committee agenda - Appropriations, 01/18/18, 4:00 pm, 412 K

01/18/18

SENATE Favorable by Appropriations; 19 Yeas, 0 Nays

01/19/18

SENATE Placed on Calendar, on 2nd reading

HB 0237

Advanced Well Stimulation
Treatment

(C: 834 )
(I: 462 )

Advanced Well Stimulation Treatment: Prohibits performance of advanced well stimulation treatments; provides that permits for
drilling or operating wells do not authorize performance of advanced well treatments; provides applicability. Effective Date: upon
becoming a law
10/05/17

Peters

10/12/17

10/20/17
03:00PM

HOUSE Filed

10/12/17 HOUSE Referred to Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee; Natural Resources & Public Lands
Subcommittee; Appropriations Committee
10/12/17

HOUSE Now in Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee

HB 0243

Charter County and Regional
Transportation System Surtax

(S: 688 )

Charter County and Regional Transportation System Surtax: Requires certain counties to use surtax proceeds for specified purposes
related to fixed guideway rapid transit systems & bus systems; authorizes use of surtax proceeds for certain purposes; prohibits use
of such proceeds for certain purposes. Effective Date: July 1, 2018

Avila

01/09/18

10/20/17
03:11PM

10/06/17

HOUSE Filed

10/18/17

HOUSE Referred to Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee; Ways & Means Committee; Government Accountability
Committee

10/18/17

HOUSE Now in Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee

11/29/17 HOUSE On Committee agenda - Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee, 12/06/17, 10:30 am, 102 H
12/06/17

HOUSE Favorable with CS by Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee; 12 Yeas, 0 Nays

12/08/17 HOUSE Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
12/11/17 HOUSE Now in Ways & Means Committee
01/05/18

HOUSE On Committee agenda - Ways & Means Committee, 01/09/18, 4:30 pm, 17 H

01/09/18

HOUSE Favorable by Ways & Means Committee; 14 Yeas, 6 Nays

01/09/18 HOUSE Now in Government Accountability Committee

Domestic Wastewater Collection
SB 0244 System Assessment and
Maintenance

Brandes

09/22/17

10/20/17
02:59PM

1/22/2018, 1:25 PM
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(S: 837 )

Domestic Wastewater Collection System Assessment and Maintenance; Establishing the blue star collection system assessment and
maintenance program and providing its purpose; requiring the Department of Environmental Protection to review and approve
program applications for certification; creating a presumption of compliance for certain total maximum daily load requirements for
certified utilities; requiring the department to provide extended operating permits when a certified utility applies for permit renewal,
etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2018
08/31/17

SENATE Filed

09/22/17

SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Communications, Energy, and Public Utilities;
Appropriations; Rules

HB 0251 Reemployment After Retirement
(I: 406 )

Clemons (C)

10/18/17

10/20/17
03:24PM

Reemployment After Retirement: Authorizes retiree of FRS to be reemployed under certain circumstances. Effective Date: July 1,
2018
10/06/17

HOUSE Filed

10/18/17 HOUSE Referred to Oversight, Transparency & Administration Subcommittee; Appropriations Committee; Government
Accountability Committee
10/18/17 HOUSE Now in Oversight, Transparency & Administration Subcommittee

SB 0272 Local Tax Referenda
(C: 317 )

Brandes

01/18/18

10/20/17
03:24PM

Local Tax Referenda; Revising the voter approval threshold required to pass a referendum to adopt or amend local government
discretionary sales surtaxes when the referendum is held at any date other than a general election, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2018
09/07/17

SENATE Filed

09/22/17

SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Appropriations Subcommittee on Finance and Tax; Appropriations; Rules

10/16/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Community Affairs, 10/24/17, 9:00 am, 301 S

10/24/17

SENATE Favorable with CS by Community Affairs; 6 Yeas, 1 Nay

10/24/17

SENATE Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed

10/30/17

SENATE Now in Appropriations Subcommittee on Finance and Tax

12/07/17

Bill to be Discussed During the Office of EDR's Revenue Estimating Impact Conference, 12/08/17, 9:30 am, 117 K (No Votes
Will Be Taken)

01/11/18

SENATE On Committee agenda - Appropriations Subcommittee on Finance and Tax, 01/16/18, 10:00 am, 401 S

01/16/18

SENATE Favorable with CS by Appropriations Subcommittee on Finance and Tax; 6 Yeas, 0 Nays

01/18/18 SENATE Now in Appropriations

SB 0284

Nursing Home and Assisted Living
Facilities

(C: 327
372 655
896 933
1260 1874
)
(S: 479 )

Nursing Home and Assisted Living Facilities; Requiring the Agency for Health Care Administration to determine compliance with
standards for electricity and emergency power sources during the routine inspection of a licensed nursing home facility; requiring the
agency, in consultation with the Department of Health and the Department of Elderly Affairs, to adopt and enforce rules requiring a
licensed nursing home facility to have adequate electrical equipment, an emergency power source, and a supply of fuel which meets
a specified criterion, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2018

Book

09/29/17

10/20/17
03:05PM

09/15/17

SENATE Filed

09/29/17

SENATE Referred to Health Policy; Appropriations Subcommittee on Health and Human Services; Appropriations; Rules

HB 0299 Florida Building Commission

McClain

11/15/17

10/20/17
03:29PM

Florida Building Commission: Revises membership of the commission; revises membership qualifications. Effective Date: July 1,
2018
10/11/17

HOUSE Filed

10/18/17

HOUSE Referred to Careers & Competition Subcommittee; Commerce Committee

10/18/17

HOUSE Now in Careers & Competition Subcommittee

1/22/2018, 1:25 PM
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10/18/17

HOUSE On Committee agenda - Careers & Competition Subcommittee, 10/25/17, 4:00 pm, 212 K

10/25/17

HOUSE Temporarily Postponed by Careers & Competition Subcommittee

11/08/17 HOUSE On Committee agenda - Careers & Competition Subcommittee, 11/15/17, 10:30 am, 212 K
11/15/17 HOUSE Favorable by Careers & Competition Subcommittee; 10 Yeas, 4 Nays
11/15/17 HOUSE Now in Commerce Committee

SB 0316

Environmental Regulation
Commission

(I: 203 )

Environmental Regulation Commission; Requiring the Governor to appoint a new member to the commission within a certain
timeframe after the occurrence of a vacancy; requiring certain proposed rules submitted to the commission to receive specified vote
totals for approval or modification, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2018

11/07/17

10/20/17
03:16PM

09/21/17

SENATE Filed

10/12/17

SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Ethics and Elections; Rules

10/30/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Environmental Preservation and Conservation, 11/06/17, 1:30 pm, 37 S

11/06/17

SENATE Favorable by Environmental Preservation and Conservation; 10 Yeas, 0 Nays

11/07/17

SENATE Now in Ethics and Elections

HB 0317 Local Tax Referenda
(C: 272 )

Stewart

Ingoglia

01/19/18

10/20/17
03:24PM

Local Tax Referenda: Provides that a referendum to adopt or amend a local discretionary sales surtax must be held at a general
election. Effective Date: upon becoming a law
10/12/17

HOUSE Filed

10/18/17

HOUSE Referred to Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee; Ways & Means Committee; Government Accountability
Committee

10/18/17 HOUSE Now in Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee
11/01/17 HOUSE On Committee agenda - Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee, 11/08/17, 8:00 am, 12 H
11/08/17 HOUSE Favorable with CS by Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee; 12 Yeas, 2 Nays
11/09/17 HOUSE Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
11/13/17 HOUSE Now in Ways & Means Committee
11/28/17 HOUSE On Committee agenda - Ways & Means Committee, 12/05/17, 4:00 pm, 17 H
11/29/17 Bill to be Discussed During the Office of EDR's Revenue Estimating Impact Conference, 11/30/17, 8:30 am, 117 K (No Votes
Will Be Taken)
12/05/17

HOUSE Favorable by Ways & Means Committee; 18 Yeas, 0 Nays

12/05/17 HOUSE Now in Government Accountability Committee
01/16/18

HOUSE On Committee agenda - Government Accountability Committee, 01/18/18, 10:30 am, 17 H

01/18/18

HOUSE Favorable with CS by Government Accountability Committee; 17 Yeas, 3 Nays

01/19/18 HOUSE Committee Substitute Text (C2) Filed

SB 0324 Impact Fees
(S: 697 )

Young

01/10/18

10/20/17
02:39PM

Impact Fees; Specifying the earliest time of collection that a local government may require for impact fees, etc. Effective Date:
7/1/2018
09/21/17

SENATE Filed

10/12/17

SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Appropriations Subcommittee on Finance and Tax; Appropriations

11/27/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Community Affairs, 12/05/17, 10:00 am, 301 S

1/22/2018, 1:25 PM
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12/05/17

SENATE Favorable with CS by Community Affairs; 6 Yeas, 0 Nays

12/07/17

SENATE Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed

12/13/17

SENATE Now in Appropriations Subcommittee on Finance and Tax

01/10/18

Bill to be Discussed During the Office of EDR's Revenue Estimating Impact Conference, 01/12/18, 9:00 am, 117 K (No Votes
Will Be Taken)

HB 0327

Emergency Power for Health Care
Facilities

(C: 284
479 655
896 933
1260 1874
)
(S: 372 )

Emergency Power for Health Care Facilities: Requires nursing homes & ALFs to have operational emergency power source &
sufficient fuel supply. Effective Date: July 1, 2018

10/26/17

10/20/17
03:29PM

10/13/17

HOUSE Filed

10/26/17

HOUSE Referred to Health Innovation Subcommittee; Health Care Appropriations Subcommittee; Health & Human Services
Committee

10/26/17

HOUSE Now in Health Innovation Subcommittee

HB 0337 Community Development Districts
(I: 1686 )

Richardson

Cortes (J)

10/26/17

10/20/17
03:08PM

Community Development Districts: Requires community development districts to obtain a valuation before acquiring certain property.
Effective Date: July 1, 2018
10/16/17

HOUSE Filed

10/26/17

HOUSE Referred to Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee; Government Accountability Committee

10/26/17 HOUSE Now in Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee

HB 0339 Land Acquisition Trust Fund
(S: 786 )

Harrell

10/26/17

10/20/17
02:59PM

Land Acquisition Trust Fund: Provides appropriation for certain projects related to Indian River Lagoon Comprehensive Conservation
& Management Plan; authorizes DEP to make grants for such projects; directs DEP to submit annual report to Governor &
Legislature. Effective Date: July 1, 2018
10/16/17

HOUSE Filed

10/26/17 HOUSE Referred to Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee; Natural Resources & Public Lands
Subcommittee; Appropriations Committee
10/26/17

HOUSE Now in Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee

HB 0341 Film and Television Production
(C: 1604 )
(S: 1606 )
(L: 343 )

Silvers

10/26/17

10/20/17
03:22PM

Film and Television Production: Establishes Florida Motion Picture Capital Corporation; requires board to adopt specified criteria for
evaluating financing applications; requires board to give preference to productions that meet specified criteria; specifies composition
of corporation's board of directors; authorizes creation of Florida Motion Picture Capital Account; provides for appointment of
corporation's president; requires corporation to provide certain notice of financing contracts or agreements. Effective Date: July 1,
2018
10/16/17

HOUSE Filed

10/26/17

HOUSE Referred to Careers & Competition Subcommittee; Appropriations Committee; Commerce Committee

10/26/17

HOUSE Now in Careers & Competition Subcommittee

HB 0343

Pub. Rec./Florida Motion Picture
Capital Corporation

(C: 1606 )
(I: 1604 )
(L: 341 )

Pub. Rec./Florida Motion Picture Capital Corporation: Provides exemption from public records requirements for certain application
information submitted to Florida Motion Picture Capital Corporation; provides for legislative review & repeal of exemption; provides
public necessity statement. Effective Date: on the same date that HB 341 or similar legislation takes effect
10/16/17

Silvers

10/26/17

10/20/17
03:22PM

HOUSE Filed

1/22/2018, 1:25 PM
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10/26/17

HOUSE Referred to Careers & Competition Subcommittee; Oversight, Transparency & Administration Subcommittee;
Commerce Committee

10/26/17

HOUSE Now in Careers & Competition Subcommittee

SB 0348 Disposable Plastic Bags

Rodriguez (J)

10/16/17

10/20/17
02:59PM

Disposable Plastic Bags; Defining the term “coastal community”; authorizing certain municipalities to establish pilot programs to
regulate or ban disposable plastic bags; directing participating municipalities to collect data and submit reports to the municipal
governing bodies and the Department of Environmental Protection, etc. Effective Date: Upon becoming a law
09/25/17

SENATE Filed

10/16/17

SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Community Affairs; Commerce and Tourism; Rules

SB 0354 Government Accountability

(C: 1019
1279 1804
)
(S: 11 )

09/27/17

SENATE Filed

10/16/17

SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Appropriations; Rules

10/30/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Community Affairs, 11/07/17, 10:00 am, 301 S

11/07/17

SENATE Favorable with CS by Community Affairs; 6 Yeas, 0 Nays

11/08/17

SENATE Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed

11/09/17

SENATE Now in Appropriations

10/20/17
03:27PM

Perry

10/16/17

10/20/17
02:39PM

Growth Management; Requiring local governments to address the protection of private property rights in their comprehensive plans;
requiring the comprehensive plan to include a private property rights element that sets forth principles, guidelines, standards, and
strategies to achieve certain objectives; providing a deadline by which each local government must adopt a private property rights
element; requiring the state land planning agency to approve the private property rights element adopted by each local government if
it is substantially in a specified form, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2018
09/28/17

SENATE Filed

10/16/17

SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Rules

SB 0370 Land Acquisition Trust Fund
(S: 1353 )

11/09/17

Government Accountability; Specifying that the Governor, the Commissioner of Education, or the designee of the Governor or of the
commissioner, may notify the Legislative Auditing Committee of an entity’s failure to comply with certain auditing and financial
reporting requirements; revising the responsibilities of the Justice Administrative Commission, each state attorney, each public
defender, the criminal conflict and civil regional counsel, the capital collateral regional counsel, and the Guardian Ad Litem Program,
to include the establishment and maintenance of certain internal controls; prohibiting a board or commission from requiring an
advance copy of testimony or comments from a member of the public as a precondition to being given the opportunity to be heard at
a public meeting, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2018

SB 0362 Growth Management

(S: 207 )

Stargel

Bradley

01/22/18

10/20/17
02:59PM

Land Acquisition Trust Fund; Requiring a specified annual appropriation to the Florida Forever Trust Fund; prohibiting moneys from
the Land Acquisition Trust Fund from being used for specified costs, etc. APPROPRIATION: $100,000,000.00 Effective Date:
7/1/2018
09/29/17

SENATE Filed

10/16/17

SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment and
Natural Resources; Appropriations

10/30/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Environmental Preservation and Conservation, 11/06/17, 1:30 pm, 37 S

11/06/17

SENATE Favorable by Environmental Preservation and Conservation; 10 Yeas, 0 Nays

11/07/17

SENATE Now in Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment and Natural Resources

11/27/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment and Natural Resources, 12/07/17, 9:00
am, 301 S

12/07/17

SENATE Favorable by Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment and Natural Resources; 6 Yeas, 0 Nays

1/22/2018, 1:25 PM
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12/07/17 SENATE Now in Appropriations
01/08/18

SENATE On Committee agenda - Appropriations, 01/11/18, 1:00 pm, 412 K

01/11/18

SENATE Favorable with CS by Appropriations; 17 Yeas, 0 Nays

01/16/18

SENATE Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed

01/16/18

SENATE Placed on Calendar, on 2nd reading

01/22/18

SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar, 01/24/18

SB 0372

Post-hurricane Relief for Residents
of Health Care Facilities

(C: 245
284 479
655 896
933 1260
1321 1874
)
(S: 327 )

Post-hurricane Relief for Residents of Health Care Facilities; Requiring the Florida Public Service Commission to ensure that public
utilities effectively prioritize the restoration of services to certain health care facilities in the event of emergencies; requiring the
Agency for Health Care Administration to conduct an annual inspection of each licensed nursing home facility to ensure that the
facility is in possession of the required emergency power source and fuel, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2018

Garcia

10/16/17

10/20/17
03:29PM

09/29/17

SENATE Filed

10/16/17

SENATE Referred to Health Policy; Appropriations Subcommittee on Health and Human Services; Appropriations; Rules

HB 0373

Annual Business Organization
Reports and Fees

(S: 1228 )

Annual Business Organization Reports and Fees: Authorizes domestic & foreign limited liability companies, corporations,
corporations not for profit, limited partnerships, & limited liability corporations to submit biennial reports to DOS; establishes biennial
report filing fee & biennial supplemental corporate fee; authorizes DOS to escrow amount necessary to annualize revenues collected
from biennial report filing fees & biennial supplemental corporate fees. Effective Date: July 1, 2018
10/19/17

Grant (M)

10/26/17

10/20/17
02:59PM

HOUSE Filed

10/26/17 HOUSE Referred to Oversight, Transparency & Administration Subcommittee; Ways & Means Committee; Government
Accountability Committee
10/26/17 HOUSE Now in Oversight, Transparency & Administration Subcommittee

SB 0376

Workers' Compensation Benefits for
First Responders

(C: 126
629 )
(S: 227 )

Workers’ Compensation Benefits for First Responders; Revising the evidentiary standard for demonstrating mental and nervous
injuries of first responders; deleting certain limitations relating to workers’ compensation benefits for first responders; providing that
law enforcement officers, firefighters, emergency medical technicians, and paramedics are entitled to benefits under the Workers’
Compensation Law for mental or nervous injuries, regardless of whether such injuries are accompanied by physical injuries requiring
medical treatment, under specified circumstances, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2018

Book

01/17/18

10/02/17

SENATE Filed

10/25/17

SENATE Referred to Banking and Insurance; Commerce and Tourism; Appropriations; Rules

11/27/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Banking and Insurance, 12/05/17, 10:00 am, 110 S

12/05/17

SENATE Favorable with CS by Banking and Insurance; 10 Yeas, 0 Nays

12/07/17

SENATE Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed

12/13/17

SENATE Now in Commerce and Tourism

01/11/18

SENATE On Committee agenda - Commerce and Tourism, 01/16/18, 1:30 pm, 110 S

01/16/18

SENATE Favorable by Commerce and Tourism; 8 Yeas, 0 Nays

10/20/17
03:05PM

01/17/18 SENATE Now in Appropriations

SB 0406 Retirement
(I: 251 )

Steube

10/25/17

10/20/17
03:24PM

Retirement; Providing an exception to the reemployment after retirement limitations to authorize a retiree of the Florida Retirement
System to be reemployed by an employer under certain circumstances, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2018

1/22/2018, 1:25 PM
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10/03/17

SENATE Filed

10/25/17

SENATE Referred to Governmental Oversight and Accountability; Appropriations Subcommittee on General Government;
Appropriations

SB 0432

Community Redevelopment
Agencies

(S: 17 )

Community Redevelopment Agencies; Prohibiting a person from lobbying a community redevelopment agency until he or she has
registered as a lobbyist with that agency; authorizing community redevelopment agencies to adopt rules to govern the registration of
lobbyists; requiring ethics training for community redevelopment agency commissioners, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2018

Lee (T)

11/08/17

10/20/17
02:39PM

10/05/17

SENATE Filed

10/25/17

SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic
Development; Appropriations; Rules

10/30/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Community Affairs, 11/07/17, 10:00 am, 301 S

11/07/17

SENATE Favorable by Community Affairs; 5 Yeas, 1 Nay

11/08/17

SENATE Now in Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic Development

SB 0452

Limitations on Homestead Property
Tax Assessments

(C: 503 )
(S: 501 )
(L: 454 )

Limitations on Homestead Property Tax Assessments ; Proposing amendments to the State Constitution to increase the period when
the accrued benefit from specified limitations on homestead property tax assessments may be transferred from a prior homestead to
a new homestead, etc.

Brandes

12/05/17

10/20/17
02:59PM

10/09/17

SENATE Filed

10/25/17

SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Appropriations Subcommittee on Finance and Tax; Appropriations

11/15/17 Bill to be Discussed During the Office of EDR's Revenue Estimating Impact Conference, 11/17/17, 9:00 am, 117 K (No Votes
Will Be Taken)
11/17/17 Bill to be Discussed During the Office of EDR's Revenue Estimating Impact Conference, 11/21/17, 9:00 am, 117 K (No Votes
Will Be Taken)
11/27/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Community Affairs, 12/05/17, 10:00 am, 301 S

12/05/17

SENATE Favorable by Community Affairs; 6 Yeas, 0 Nays

12/05/17

SENATE Now in Appropriations Subcommittee on Finance and Tax

SB 0454

Limitations on Homestead
Assessments

(C: 501 )
(I: 503 )
(L: 452 )

Limitations on Homestead Assessments; Revising the timeframe when the accrued benefit from specified limitations on homestead
property tax assessments may be transferred from a prior homestead to a new homestead, etc. Effective Date: On the effective date
of the amendment to the State Constitution proposed by SJR 452 or a similar joint resolution having substantially the same specific
intent and purpose, if such amendment to the State Constitution is approved at the general election held in November 2018

Brandes

12/13/17

10/20/17
02:59PM

10/09/17

SENATE Filed

10/25/17

SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Appropriations Subcommittee on Finance and Tax; Appropriations

11/15/17 Bill to be Discussed During the Office of EDR's Revenue Estimating Impact Conference, 11/17/17, 9:00 am, 117 K (No Votes
Will Be Taken)
11/17/17 Bill to be Discussed During the Office of EDR's Revenue Estimating Impact Conference, 11/21/17, 9:00 am, 117 K (No Votes
Will Be Taken)

SB 0462

11/27/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Community Affairs, 12/05/17, 10:00 am, 301 S

12/05/17

SENATE Favorable with CS by Community Affairs; 6 Yeas, 0 Nays

12/06/17

SENATE Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed

12/13/17

SENATE Now in Appropriations Subcommittee on Finance and Tax

Advanced Well Stimulation
Treatment

Young

10/25/17

10/20/17
03:00PM

1/22/2018, 1:25 PM
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(C: 834 )
(I: 237 )

Advanced Well Stimulation Treatment; Prohibiting the performance of advanced well stimulation treatments; clarifying that permits for
drilling or operating a well do not authorize the performance of advanced well stimulation treatments, etc. Effective Date: Upon
becoming a law
10/09/17

SENATE Filed

10/25/17

SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment and
Natural Resources; Appropriations

SB 0494 Linear Facilities

(I: 405 )

Lee (T)

01/17/18

10/20/17
02:39PM

Linear Facilities; Revising the definition of the term “development” to exclude work by certain utility providers on utility infrastructure
on certain rights-of-way or corridors; requiring the consideration of a certain variance standard when including conditions for the
certification of an electrical power plant; clarifying that the Public Service Commission has exclusive jurisdiction to require
underground transmission lines, etc. Effective Date: Upon becoming a law
10/11/17

SENATE Filed

10/26/17

SENATE Referred to Communications, Energy, and Public Utilities; Community Affairs

11/06/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Communications, Energy, and Public Utilities, 11/14/17, 2:00 pm, 301 S

11/14/17

SENATE Favorable by Communications, Energy, and Public Utilities; 7 Yeas, 0 Nays

11/15/17

SENATE Now in Community Affairs

11/27/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Community Affairs, 12/05/17, 10:00 am, 301 S

12/05/17

SENATE Temporarily Postponed by Community Affairs

01/11/18

SENATE On Committee agenda - Community Affairs, 01/16/18, 4:00 pm, 301 S

01/16/18

SENATE Favorable by Community Affairs; 4 Yeas, 1 Nay

01/17/18

SENATE Placed on Calendar, on 2nd reading

HB 0521

Tree and Timber Trimming, Removal,
Edwards
and Harvesting

(I: 574 )

Tree and Timber Trimming, Removal, and Harvesting: Preempts to state regulation of trimming, removal, or harvesting of trees &
timber on private property; prohibits certain local governmental actions relating to trimming or removal of trees or timber & burial of
vegetative debris on private property. Effective Date: July 1, 2018

11/15/17

11/17/17
10:36AM

11/03/17 HOUSE Filed
11/15/17 HOUSE Referred to Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee; Agriculture & Property Rights Subcommittee;
Government Accountability Committee
11/15/17 HOUSE Now in Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee

SB 0542

Public Financing of Construction
Projects

Rodriguez (J)

11/02/17

10/20/17
03:01PM

Public Financing of Construction Projects; Prohibiting state-financed constructors from commencing construction of certain structures
in coastal areas without first conducting a sea level impact projection study and having such study published and approved by the
Department of Environmental Protection; requiring the department to publish such studies on its website, subject to certain
conditions, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2018
10/18/17

SENATE Filed

11/02/17

SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Governmental Oversight and Accountability;
Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment and Natural Resources; Appropriations

SB 0544 Procurement Procedures

Brandes

12/05/17

10/20/17
03:11PM

Procurement Procedures; Specifying the applicability of procedures for the resolution of protests arising from the contract solicitation
or award process for certain procurements by specified transportation, expressway, and bridge authorities, etc.; Effective Date:
7/1/2018
10/18/17

SENATE Filed

11/02/17

SENATE Referred to Transportation; Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic Development;
Appropriations

1/22/2018, 1:25 PM
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11/06/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Transportation, 11/14/17, 2:00 pm, 401 S

11/14/17

SENATE Temporarily Postponed by Transportation

11/27/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Transportation, 12/05/17, 2:00 pm, 401 S

12/05/17

SENATE Favorable by Transportation; 7 Yeas, 0 Nays

12/05/17 SENATE Now in Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic Development

SB 0548 Traffic Infraction Detectors

(S: 176 )
(I: 6001 )

11/02/17

10/20/17
03:22PM

Traffic Infraction Detectors; Repealing provisions relating to the definitions of “local hearing officer” and “traffic infraction detector,”
respectively and relating to the installation and use of traffic infraction detectors to enforce specified provisions when a driver fails to
stop at a traffic signal, provisions that authorize the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, a county, or a municipality to
use such detectors and that cap fines and provide for the deposit and use of fines, and the distribution of specified penalties,
respectively, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2021
10/18/17

SENATE Filed

11/02/17

SENATE Referred to Transportation; Community Affairs; Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and
Economic Development; Appropriations

SB 0562 Regulation of Smoking
(S: 627 )

Campbell

Mayfield

01/19/18

10/20/17
03:00PM

Regulation of Smoking; Authorizing municipalities and counties to further restrict smoking within the boundaries of certain public
parks and designated facilities, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2018
10/19/17

SENATE Filed

11/02/17

SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Health Policy; Rules

01/11/18

SENATE On Committee agenda - Community Affairs, 01/16/18, 4:00 pm, 301 S

01/16/18

SENATE Favorable with CS by Community Affairs; 6 Yeas, 0 Nays

01/17/18

SENATE Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed

01/19/18 SENATE Now in Health Policy

SB 0572 High-speed Passenger Rail

(S: 525 )

Mayfield

01/18/18

10/20/17
03:05PM

High-speed Passenger Rail; Designating the "Florida High-Speed Passenger Rail Safety Act"; providing powers and duties of the
Florida Department of Transportation; requiring the Florida Division of Emergency Management to offer, under certain circumstances,
the local communities and local emergency services located along the rail corridor training specifically designed to help them respond
to an accident involving rail passengers or hazardous materials; requiring a railroad company operating a high-speed passenger rail
system to be solely responsible for certain maintenance, improvement, and upgrade costs, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2018
10/20/17

SENATE Filed

11/02/17

SENATE Referred to Transportation; Community Affairs; Appropriations

11/06/17

SENATE On Committee agenda - Transportation, 11/14/17, 2:00 pm, 401 S

11/14/17

SENATE Favorable with CS by Transportation; 6 Yeas, 0 Nays

11/15/17

SENATE Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed

11/27/17

SENATE Now in Community Affairs

01/18/18

SENATE On Committee agenda - Community Affairs, 01/23/18, 3:30 pm, 301 S - Workshop

SB 0574

Tree and Timber Trimming, Removal,
Steube
and Harvesting

(I: 521 )

Tree and Timber Trimming, Removal, and Harvesting; Preempting to the state the regulation of the trimming, removal, or harvesting
of trees and timber on private property; prohibiting local governments from prohibiting the burial of vegetative debris on certain
properties, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2018

11/02/17

10/20/17

SENATE Filed

11/02/17

SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Rules

11/17/17
10:36AM

1/22/2018, 1:25 PM
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HB 0575 Metropolitan Planning Organizations Beshears
(C: 807
984 )
(I: 1516 )

01/10/18

11/16/17
09:56AM

Metropolitan Planning Organizations: Revises M.P.O. voting membership requirements according to population; prohibits entire
county commission from being members of governing board; revises percentage of membership which may be composed of county
commissioners; requires adoption of certain bylaws; revises member reappointment provisions; requires compliance with certain
provisions by specified date. Effective Date: July 1, 2018
11/08/17 HOUSE Filed
11/15/17 HOUSE Referred to Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee; Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee;
Government Accountability Committee
11/15/17 HOUSE Now in Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee
11/29/17 HOUSE On Committee agenda - Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee, 12/06/17, 10:30 am, 102 H
12/06/17

HOUSE Favorable by Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee; 13 Yeas, 0 Nays

12/06/17 HOUSE Now in Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee
01/08/18

HOUSE On Committee agenda - Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee, 01/10/18, 3:30 pm, 12 H

01/10/18

HOUSE Favorable by Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee; 13 Yeas, 1 Nay

01/10/18 HOUSE Now in Government Accountability Committee

HB 0611

Regional Agency and Regional
Planning Council Meetings

(I: 1380 )

Regional Agency and Regional Planning Council Meetings: Provides requirements for establishing quorum for meetings of certain
agencies & councils when voting member appears via telephone, real-time videoconferencing, or similar real-time electronic or video
communication; requires notice of intent to appear via telephone, real-time videoconferencing, or similar real-time electronic or video
communication by specified time. Effective Date: July 1, 2018

Geller

11/15/17

11/17/17
10:36AM

11/08/17 HOUSE Filed
11/15/17 HOUSE Referred to Oversight, Transparency & Administration Subcommittee; Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs
Subcommittee; Government Accountability Committee
11/15/17 HOUSE Now in Oversight, Transparency & Administration Subcommittee

HB 0697 Impact Fees
(S: 324 )

Miller

01/19/18

12/29/17
02:10PM

Impact Fees: Revises minimum requirements for adoption of impact fees. Effective Date: July 1, 2018
11/14/17 HOUSE Filed
11/27/17 HOUSE Referred to Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee; Ways & Means Committee; Government Accountability
Committee
11/27/17 HOUSE Now in Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee
01/08/18

HOUSE On Committee agenda - Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee, 01/10/18, 3:30 pm, 12 H

01/10/18

HOUSE Favorable with CS by Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee; 14 Yeas, 0 Nays

01/10/18

Bill to be Discussed During the Office of EDR's Revenue Estimating Impact Conference, 01/12/18, 9:00 am, 117 K (No Votes
Will Be Taken)

01/11/18

HOUSE Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed

01/12/18

HOUSE Now in Ways & Means Committee

01/12/18

HOUSE On Committee agenda - Ways & Means Committee, 01/17/18, 4:00 pm, 17 H

01/17/18

HOUSE Favorable with CS by Ways & Means Committee; 15 Yeas, 1 Nay

01/19/18 HOUSE Committee Substitute Text (C2) Filed

HB 0807 Metropolitan Planning Organizations Diamond

01/19/18

11/27/17
09:55AM

1/22/2018, 1:25 PM
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(C: 575
1516 )
(S: 984 )

Metropolitan Planning Organizations: Provides voting membership requirements for certain metropolitan planning organizations
designated on or after specified date. Effective Date: July 1, 2018
11/22/17 HOUSE Filed
12/08/17

HOUSE Referred to Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee; Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee;
Government Accountability Committee

12/08/17

HOUSE Now in Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee

01/19/18

HOUSE On Committee agenda - Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee, 01/23/18, 9:00 am, 102 H

SB 0874 State Funds

Passidomo

01/17/18

11/17/17
10:36AM

State Funds; Exempting the State Housing Trust Fund and the Local Government Housing Trust Fund from a provision authorizing
the Legislature, in the General Appropriations Act, to transfer unappropriated cash balances from specified trust funds to the Budget
Stabilization Fund and General Revenue Fund, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2018
11/14/17

SENATE Filed

12/04/17

SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic
Development; Appropriations

01/11/18

SENATE On Committee agenda - Community Affairs, 01/16/18, 4:00 pm, 301 S

01/16/18

SENATE Favorable by Community Affairs; 6 Yeas, 0 Nays

01/17/18 SENATE Now in Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic Development

SB 0984 Metropolitan Planning Organizations Brandes
(C: 575
1516 )
(S: 807 )

11/21/17

SENATE Filed

12/13/17

SENATE Referred to Transportation; Community Affairs; Rules

Stewart

12/13/17

12/15/17
04:47PM

Recyclable Materials; Deleting a preemption of local law relating to regulation of auxiliary containers, wrappings, or disposable plastic
bags, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2018
11/28/17

SENATE Filed

12/13/17

SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Rules

HB 1019 Financial Reporting
(C: 11 354
)

11/27/17
09:55AM

Metropolitan Planning Organizations; Requiring the voting membership of a metropolitan planning organization (M.P.O.) that is
designated before a specified date to consist of a certain number of apportioned members, subject to certain requirements; requiring
the voting membership of an M.P.O. designated on or after a specified date as a result of a combination or merger of previously
separate M.P.O.'s to consist of a certain number of members, subject to certain requirements, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2018

SB 1014 Recyclable Materials
(I: 6039 )

12/13/17

La Rosa

01/03/18

01/12/18
06:12PM

Financial Reporting: Requires counties, municipalities, special districts, water management districts, & district school boards to
submit certain budget & financial information to specified entities; requires certain budget information to remain posted on such
entity's official website for specified period of time; revises reporting deadlines, with exception; provides penalties; requires Office of
Economic & Demographic Research to develop forms for reporting certain budget information. Effective Date: July 1, 2018
12/15/17

HOUSE Filed

01/03/18

HOUSE Referred to Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee; Appropriations Committee; Government Accountability
Committee

01/03/18 HOUSE Now in Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee

HB 1279 School District Accountability
(C: 11 354
1534 7003
)
(S: 1804 )

Sullivan

01/19/18

01/12/18
06:12PM

School District Accountability: Revises duties of Auditor General; revises provisions relating to Office of Inspector General, district
school boards, school district superintendents, Commission on Ethics, & DOE duties & responsibilities. Effective Date: July 1, 2018

1/22/2018, 1:25 PM
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01/07/18

HOUSE Filed

01/12/18 HOUSE Referred to PreK-12 Quality Subcommittee; PreK-12 Appropriations Subcommittee; Education Committee
01/12/18

HOUSE Now in PreK-12 Quality Subcommittee

01/12/18

HOUSE On Committee agenda - PreK-12 Quality Subcommittee, 01/17/18, 1:00 pm, 102 H

01/17/18

HOUSE Favorable with CS by PreK-12 Quality Subcommittee; 14 Yeas, 0 Nays

01/18/18 HOUSE Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
01/19/18

HOUSE Now in PreK-12 Appropriations Subcommittee

SB 1380

Regional Agency and Regional
Planning Council Meetings

(I: 611 )

Regional Agency and Regional Planning Council Meetings; Providing requirements for establishing a quorum for meetings of certain
agencies and councils when a voting member appears via telephone, real-time videoconferencing, or similar real-time electronic or
video communication; requiring notice of intent to appear via telephone, real-time videoconferencing, or similar real-time electronic or
video communication by a specified time, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2018

HB 2029

01/12/18

01/10/18
08:28PM

12/27/17

SENATE Filed

01/12/18

SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Governmental Oversight and Accountability; Transportation; Rules

SB 1804 School District Accountability
(C: 11 354
1534 7003
)
(S: 1279 )

Rodriguez (J)

Stargel

01/12/18

01/12/18
06:12PM

School District Accountability; Prohibiting former appointed district school superintendents from conducting certain lobbying activities;
requiring the governing body of a district school board to take specified actions under such circumstances; requiring the Office of
Inspector General to investigate certain allegations and reports made by specified individuals; requiring a district school board to limit
certain expenditures by a specified amount if certain financial conditions exist for a specified period of time, etc. Effective Date:
7/1/2018
01/05/18

SENATE Filed

01/12/18

SENATE Referred to Education; Appropriations; Rules

Treasure Coast International Airport
(TCIA) Scrub-Jay Habitat

Harrell

01/10/18

10/20/17
03:16PM

Treasure Coast International Airport (TCIA) Scrub-Jay Habitat: Provides an appropriation for the Treasure Coast International Airport
(TCIA) Scrub-Jay Habitat. APPROPRIATION: $600,000.00 Effective Date: July 1, 2018
10/10/17

HOUSE Filed

10/18/17 HOUSE Referred to Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee; Appropriations Committee
10/18/17

HOUSE Now in Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee

01/08/18

HOUSE On Committee agenda - Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee, 01/10/18, 3:30 pm, 17 H

01/10/18

HOUSE Favorable by Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee; 11 Yeas, 0 Nays

01/10/18 HOUSE Now in Appropriations Committee

HB 2037 Penney Farms Storm Water Update

Payne

01/16/18

10/20/17
03:16PM

Penney Farms Storm Water Update: Provides an appropriation for the Penney Farms Storm Water Update. APPROPRIATION:
$650,000.00 Effective Date: July 1, 2018
10/10/17

HOUSE Filed

10/18/17 HOUSE Referred to Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee; Appropriations Committee
10/18/17

HOUSE Now in Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee

01/11/18

HOUSE On Committee agenda - Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee, 01/16/18, 11:30 am, 17 H

01/16/18

HOUSE Favorable by Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee; 14 Yeas, 0 Nays

01/16/18 HOUSE Now in Appropriations Committee
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HB 2039

Martin County Turtle Creek Water
Quality Weir

Magar

01/18/18

10/20/17
03:16PM

Martin County Turtle Creek Water Quality Weir: Provides an appropriation for the Martin County Turtle Creek Water Quality Weir.
APPROPRIATION: $350,000.00 Effective Date: July 1, 2018
10/10/17

HOUSE Filed

10/18/17 HOUSE Referred to Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee; Appropriations Committee
10/18/17

HOUSE Now in Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee

01/16/18

HOUSE On Committee agenda - Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee, 01/18/18, 1:00 pm, 17 H

01/18/18

HOUSE Favorable by Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee; 13 Yeas, 0 Nays

01/18/18 HOUSE Now in Appropriations Committee

HB 2041

Jupiter Jones Creek Preserve
Hydrologic Enhancement

Magar

10/18/17

10/20/17
03:16PM

Jupiter Jones Creek Preserve Hydrologic Enhancement: Provides an appropriation for the Jupiter Jones Creek Preserve Hydrologic
Enhancement. APPROPRIATION: $19,000.00 Effective Date: July 1, 2018
10/10/17

HOUSE Filed

10/18/17 HOUSE Referred to Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee; Appropriations Committee
10/18/17

HB 2043

HOUSE Now in Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee

Loxahatchee River Whispering Trails
Magar
Septic to Sewer Conversion

10/18/17

10/20/17
03:16PM

Loxahatchee River Whispering Trails Septic to Sewer Conversion: Provides an appropriation for the Loxahatchee River Whispering
Trails Septic to Sewer Conversion. APPROPRIATION: $543,000.00 Effective Date: July 1, 2018
10/10/17

HOUSE Filed

10/18/17 HOUSE Referred to Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee; Appropriations Committee
10/18/17

HB 2049

HOUSE Now in Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee

Loxahatchee River Imperial Woods
Septic to Sewer Conversion

Magar

10/18/17

10/20/17
03:16PM

Loxahatchee River Imperial Woods Septic to Sewer Conversion: Provides an appropriation for the Loxahatchee River Imperial
Woods Septic to Sewer Conversion. APPROPRIATION: $117,500.00 Effective Date: July 1, 2018
10/11/17

HOUSE Filed

10/18/17 HOUSE Referred to Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee; Appropriations Committee
10/18/17

HB 2051

HOUSE Now in Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee

Jupiter Inlet Village Water Quality
Improvements

Magar

10/18/17

10/20/17
03:16PM

Jupiter Inlet Village Water Quality Improvements: Provides an appropriation for the Jupiter Inlet Village Water Quality Improvements.
APPROPRIATION: $628,760.00 Effective Date: July 1, 2018
10/11/17

HOUSE Filed

10/18/17 HOUSE Referred to Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee; Appropriations Committee
10/18/17

HOUSE Now in Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee

Ft. Myers Salvation Army - CoHB 2053 Occurring Residential Treatment
Program

Caldwell

11/08/17

10/20/17
03:16PM

Ft. Myers Salvation Army - Co-Occurring Residential Treatment Program: Provides an appropriation for the Ft. Myers Salvation Army
- Co-Occurring Residential Treatment Program. APPROPRIATION: $165,000.00 Effective Date: July 1, 2018
10/12/17

HOUSE Filed
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10/18/17 HOUSE Referred to Health Care Appropriations Subcommittee Appropriations Subcommittee; Appropriations Committee
10/18/17

HOUSE Now in Health Care Appropriations Subcommittee

11/01/17 HOUSE On Committee agenda - Health Care Appropriations Subcommittee,11/08/17, 4:00 pm, 404 H
11/08/17 HOUSE Favorable by Health Care Appropriations Subcommittee; 12 Yeas, 0 Nays
11/08/17 HOUSE Now in Appropriations Committee

Port St. Lucie McCarty Ranch Water
HB 2059 Quality Restoration and Storage
Project - Design

Harrell

12/06/17

10/20/17
03:16PM

Port St. Lucie McCarty Ranch Water Quality Restoration and Storage Project - Design: Provides an appropriation for the Port St.
Lucie McCarty Ranch Water Quality Restoration and Storage Project - Design. APPROPRIATION: $180,000.00 Effective Date: July
1, 2018
10/16/17

HOUSE Filed

10/26/17 HOUSE Referred to Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee; Appropriations Committee
10/26/17

HOUSE Now in Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee

11/29/17 HOUSE On Committee agenda - Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee, 12/06/17, 8:00 am, 17 H
12/06/17

HOUSE Favorable by Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee; 14 Yeas, 0 Nays

12/06/17 HOUSE Now in Appropriations Committee

HB 6001 Traffic Infraction Detectors
(S: 176 )
(I: 548 )

Avila

01/12/18

10/20/17
03:22PM

Traffic Infraction Detectors: Repeals provisions relating to installation & use of traffic infraction detectors to enforce specified
provisions when driver fails to stop at traffic signal, provisions that authorize DHSMV, county, or municipality to use such detectors, &
provisions for distribution of penalties collected for specified violations. Effective Date: July 1, 2021
08/18/17

HOUSE Filed

08/30/17

HOUSE Referred to Appropriations Committee

08/30/17 HOUSE Now in Appropriations Committee
09/19/17

Bill to be Discussed During the Office of EDR's Revenue Estimating Impact Conference, 09/22/17, 9:00 am, 117 K (No Votes
Will Be Taken)

10/03/17

HOUSE On Committee agenda - Appropriations Committee, 10/10/17, 3:00 pm, 212 K

10/10/17

HOUSE Favorable by Appropriations Committee; 16 Yeas, 10 Nays

10/11/17

HOUSE Placed on Calendar, on 2nd reading

01/08/18

HOUSE Placed on Special Order Calendar, 01/11/18

01/11/18

HOUSE Read Second Time; Placed on Third Reading, 01/12/18

01/12/18

HOUSE Read Third Time; Passed (Vote: 83 Yeas / 18 Nays)

HB 6005 Sports Development
(S: 778 )

Avila

08/30/17

10/20/17
03:27PM

Sports Development: Repeals provision relating to state funding for sports facility development by unit of local government, or by
certified beneficiary or other applicant, on property owned by local government. Effective Date: July 1, 2018
08/22/17

HOUSE Filed

08/30/17

HOUSE Referred to Careers & Competition Subcommittee; Commerce Committee

08/30/17

HOUSE Now in Careers & Competition Subcommittee

Auxiliary Containers, Wrappings,
HB 6039 and Disposable Plastic Bags Used
by Retail Establishments

Richardson

12/08/17

12/15/17
04:47PM
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(I: 1014 )

Auxiliary Containers, Wrappings, and Disposable Plastic Bags Used by Retail Establishments: Removes state preemption on
regulation of certain auxiliary containers, wrappings, & disposable plastic bags. Effective Date: July 1, 2018
11/28/17 HOUSE Filed
12/08/17

HOUSE Referred to Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee; Careers & Competition Subcommittee; Government
Accountability Committee

12/08/17 HOUSE Now in Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee
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Hurricane Irma
Floridians are no strangers to hurricanes.
From 2000 to the present, 79 tropical
or subtropical cyclones affected Florida,
including Hurricanes Charley (2004), Ivan
(2004), Jeanne (2004), Dennis (2005),
and Wilma (2005). In each instance,
Floridians took action to defend their
families and communities and to assist
with recovery in the aftermath. However,
in September 2017, Hurricane Irma posed
an unprecedented threat to our state and
a dramatic test of our preparedness and
ability to respond to extreme weather
events. It is incumbent upon us to learn
from that experience and improve our
ability to prepare for, respond to, and
recover from the inevitable storms we will
face in the future.
For days we watched this massive and
mighty hurricane crawl across the Atlantic
before it devastated our communities and
state. In the days prior, we watched as
Hurricane Harvey battered Texas. To our
dismay, the power and scope of that storm
would be dwarfed in comparison with
Hurricane Irma’s. This was the first time
on record that two category 4 hurricanes
made landfall in the United States of
America during the same hurricane season.
Hurricane Irma was a record setting
hurricane before it even hit the State
of Florida. The Hurricane exceeded the
Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale
(scale based on a hurricane’s sustained
wind speed) with top sustained winds
surpassing 150mph. The hurricane

maintained 185mph winds for 37 hours
in total, the longest period at this speed
for any cyclone on record worldwide. In
a measure of how powerful a hurricane is
by velocity and duration, the U.S National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
labeled Hurricane Irma the second most
powerful storm. This measurement is
called the Accumulated Cyclone Energy
(ACE), and Hurricane Irma scored 66.8,
which is six times more powerful than
Hurricane Harvey’s score of 11.1. Hurricane
Irma was so powerful that it generated
more energy than 17 entire Atlantic
hurricane seasons in this area (since
1966). This storm’s power and scope
was matched only by its duration and
sustainability. Hurricane Irma spent 8.5
days as a major hurricane (second most
sustained major hurricane in the satellite
era (starting in 1966)) and spent a 3.25 day
lifetime as a category 5 (most sustained
category 5 storm). Even in the face of this
nightmarish scenario, our state and local
communities held strong.
On September 4, Florida Governor Rick
Scott declared a state of emergency for
Florida and placed 100 members of the
Florida National Guard on duty to assist
in preparations. All 7,000 troops were
ordered to be on duty by September 8.
State and local emergency management
officials advised residents to stock their
hurricane kits. Governor Scott suspended
tolls on all toll roads in the state starting at
5:00 p.m. on September 5. All state offices
in Florida were closed on September
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8. Schools and colleges were closed in
44 of the state’s 67 counties, before
Governor Scott ordered all state colleges,
universities, schools, and offices to be
closed from September 8 to 11.
At 9:10 a.m. on September 10, Hurricane
Irma made landfall at Cudjoe Key as a
Category 4 storm, becoming the first
major hurricane to make landfall in Florida
since Wilma in 2005. Later that afternoon,
Hurricane Irma made landfall in Florida for
a second time, now on Marco Island as a
Category 3 storm. (A timeline of Hurricane
Irma is presented in Appendix 1.)
As Hurricane Irma moved across the state,
hurricane strength winds extended at least
80 miles, and tropical storm force winds
extended over 400 miles from the center
of the storm. At least 32 of Florida’s rivers
and creeks flooded, and 18 tornadoes
were confirmed across the peninsula.
Fifty-four of Florida’s 67 counties issued
evacuation orders to a record 6.8 million
people. Nearly 700 shelters were opened
throughout the state, housing a record
breaking peak population of 191,764
people. On September 11, as the storm
2

made its way through Florida, over 6.7
million customers lost power – over 64%
of customers in the state. Due mainly to
the widespread loss of power, cell phone
service was also significantly impacted
after battery backup power for cell phone
towers ran out and backup generators
ran out of fuel. According to an impact
report by the Federal Communications
Commission, on September, 12, 89 of
108 (82%) cell phone towers were nonfunctioning in Monroe County, 154
of 212 (73%) were non-functioning in
Collier County, 36 of 46 (78%) were nonfunctioning in Hendry County, and an
additional six counties had 41-60% of cell
phone towers not functioning, including
Lee County and Miami-Dade County.
The State Emergency Response Team
(SERT) began operations by initiating
coordination calls with the National
Hurricane Center and county emergency
management officials on September 4,
a week before landfall. On September 5,
the State Emergency Operations Center
(SEOC) was activated to a Level One, the
highest level of activation, and sustained
its 24-hour operations until September 21
of that same month. The SEOC remained

at Level One for a total of 35 consecutive
days.
In the SERT’s common operating platform,
EM Constellation, a total of 6,546 missions
have been entered to date – 2,000 more
than Hurricane Charley and almost 5,000
more than last year’s Hurricane Matthew.
The SERT distributed over 6.7 million meals
and 10.7 million liters of water, as well as
over 71,000 tarps and 13,000 cots.
All of Florida’s 67 counties were declared
under a Presidential Disaster Declaration.
Out of these, 47 counties were declared
for all categories of Public Assistance,
while 48 counties were declared for
Individual Assistance.
A record 6.5 million people were
evacuated, all while the SEOC and local
emergency management officials adjusted
to 10 different scenarios over the course
of Irma’s track. To facilitate evacuation,
the Florida Department of Transportation

implemented procedures allowing the
use of the left shoulder as a lane for
moving traffic on northbound Interstate 75
from Wildwood to the Georgia state line
beginning September 8 and on eastbound
Interstate 4 from Tampa to State Road
429 near Celebration for a few hours on
September 9.
This was a new technique introduced by
the Department of Transportation at the
start of the 2017 hurricane season.
Despite these efforts, this massive
evacuation caused traffic congestion
on northbound Interstate 95, Florida’s
Turnpike, and Interstate 75. The size of
Irma and the uncertainty surrounding the
storm’s projected path led evacuees from
both coasts to head north. In the week
leading up to Irma’s landfall, petroleum
supplies became limited throughout
Florida, especially along evacuation routes.
Although Hurricane Irma was not the
deadliest hurricane to strike Florida, it was
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one of the most fatal in recent times. Relying
on information from county medical examiners,
the Division of Emergency Management
currently estimates 84 deaths attributable
to the storm. The deaths of residents of the
Rehabilitation Center at Hollywood Hills
were particularly shocking. The facility was
evacuated September 13 when eight elderly
residents died in quick succession after the
facility lost power to its central air conditioning
and the facility overheated. The medical
examiner ruled 12 deaths to be homicides due
to heat exposure.
On September 13, the Agency for Health
Care Administration issued an Immediate
Moratorium on Admissions and on September
20 issued an Emergency Suspension Order
to Rehabilitation Center at Hollywood Hills.
The Hollywood Police Department and the
Florida Department of Law Enforcement are
conducting a criminal investigation.
Even now Hurricane Irma’s full damage to our
state’s economy and industries is still being
assessed, but initial estimates are concerning.
In addition to emergency response costs,
initial recovery costs were incurred for debris
removal, temporary housing, food assistance,
and other expenses. Although many of these
costs are covered at least in part by federal
assistance, state and local governments must
bear some of the burden.

Administration (FEMA). Reimbursements
for preparation and response efforts will
be processed faster than reimbursements
for recovery efforts such as longer-term
infrastructure projects. Additionally,
the State will be responsible for 25% of
“other needs assistance” payments,
which include assistance in areas such
as disaster medical, funeral costs, and
critical commodities. The program cost is
estimated to be $274 million, with a state
share of at least $68 million. This cost
could continue to rise. As of November 16,
counties had reported costs in excess of
$1 billion. The state share of these costs is
estimated to be $115 million so far. These
costs are expected to continue to rise.
The State is actively pursuing a 90/10
cost share storm designation from
FEMA, and FEMA guidelines allow for
this designation at a cumulative $2.7
billion threshold. With the inclusion of
municipalities, non-profits, debris, and
permanent work, Florida total damages
are expected to surpass this threshold.
As the costs continue to rise, there will be
some offset from the elevated cost share
program.

On September 14, Governor Scott
activated the Florida Small Business
Emergency Bridge Loan Program to
provide short-term interest-free loans to
The Florida Division of Emergency Management small businesses impacted by Hurricane
Irma. Up to $10 million was allocated for
(DEM) stated as of December 14, federal
agencies had provided more than $2.49 billion the program.
to help cover Hurricane Irma-related losses. As
On October 6, the Governor activated a
of November 14, state agencies had reported
$25 million Florida Citrus Emergency Loan
$680.2 million in public assistance costs. The
Program to provide interest-free loans
majority of these costs will be reimbursed
to citrus growers impacted by Hurricane
by the Federal Emergency Management
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Irma. According to the Florida
Small Business Development
Center, the U.S. Small Business
Administration has closed $150.3
million in disaster assistance loans
to Florida small businesses.
More long-term damage resulting
from Hurricane Irma includes,
but is not limited to, the loss of
affordable housing in the Florida
Keys and other heavily impacted
areas, damage to wastewater and
potable water infrastructure, and
severe erosion of large stretches
of Florida’s coastline. The present
estimate of Hurricane Irma’s
impact on our state’s agriculture
industry is $2.5 billion in total
estimated losses. The insurance
industry is facing $6.55 billion in
property damage claims.
This past hurricane season fully
tested our state’s abilities, and
we adapted. We weathered
Hurricane Irma and continue
to work together to restore
the lives, homes, enterprises,
and communities of Florida’s
residents. Although much is left
to be done for Florida’s citizens
and communities to recover
from Hurricane Irma, now more
than ever we must also work
to prepare for the upcoming
hurricane season, which begins
June 1, 2018.
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Hurricane Maria
Just ten days after Hurricane Irma made initial landfall in Florida, another devastating
hurricane affected the state. Although Hurricane Maria did not hit Florida, its impacts,
particularly to Puerto Rico, have significantly affected the state. The storm made landfall
on Puerto Rico Wednesday, September 20. Much of the island, which was still recovering
from Hurricane Irma two weeks prior, was devastated. To assist efforts to provide services
and commodities to individuals still residing on the island and to assist efforts to provide
services to the individuals who have traveled to Florida to escape the devastation,
Governor Scott declared a state of emergency on October 2. Although the numbers are
fluid, most recent estimates indicate more than 300,000 people have come to Florida from
Puerto Rico following Hurricane Maria. Governor Scott sent aid and personnel to help
Puerto Rico with recovery efforts, and set up resource centers at the Miami and Orlando
airports. Florida school districts have enrolled more than 11,200 displaced students from
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. On January 4, 2018, Governor Scott issued a detailed
update on state action to assist Puerto Rico.
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Creation of Select Committee on
Hurricane Response and Preparedness
In the aftermath of Hurricane Irma, Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives
Richard Corcoran created the Select Committee on Hurricane Response and Preparedness
on September 19, 2017. Speaker Corcoran directed the committee to gather information,
solicit ideas for improvement, and make recommendations to the executive branch
and suggest legislative options to address hurricane preparedness and response for
consideration during the 2018 Legislative Session. The Speaker appointed to the committee
a diverse and bi-partisan group of representatives from across Florida and named Speaker
pro tempore Jeanette Nuñez as chair.
In creating the committee, Speaker Corcoran thanked Governor Scott for his leadership
in preparing Floridians for Hurricane Irma and, in its aftermath, responding to the storm,
noting that with any event of this magnitude, lessons can be learned. In his charge to the
committee, the Speaker stated his belief that the House of Representatives must move
quickly to assess the state’s recent experience and pinpoint tangible, meaningful ways to
improve Florida’s hurricane preparedness and response capabilities. Acknowledging the
Governor’s broad emergency powers to address the immediate crisis, the Speaker declared
the Legislature has a constitutional role to ensure that our state’s laws, processes, and
infrastructure are prepared for another storm with this potential for destruction.
To assist the committee in its work, the Speaker provided the members a list of initial issues
and questions to serve as a starting point. The full list is presented in Appendix 2. The
topics included:
• Avoiding and Mitigating Future Storm Damage
• Public Safety
• Evacuation
• Critical Worker and Employee Protections
• Medical Facilities
• Medical Care
• Shelters
• Utilities
• School Closures
• Necessities
• Reconstruction
• Tax Relief
• Insurance and Banking
8

Recommendations
The path of Hurricane Irma, from south to north, and covering the entire length of the
state, is not the common path taken by storms making landfall in Florida. Typically,
hurricanes cross Florida from the east or the west. The storm’s path and its sheer size
would have strained Florida’s ability to deal with its many impacts despite the preparation
efforts of our emergency management systems and local communities. Fortunately,
despite the devastation that resulted, Florida avoided even greater levels of devastation
that could have resulted, had the path of the storm veered slightly.
The members of the Select Committee on Hurricane Response and Preparedness believe
that as Florida proceeds with recovery from Hurricane Irma and provides assistance to the
people of Puerto Rico recovering from Hurricane Maria, it is imperative that state policy
makers take advantage of the lessons learned from our recent experiences.
Following nearly 20 hours of committee hearings, the members came away from their
analysis into emergency management policy with a clear understanding that no one
group can identify all the actions required to improve Florida’s hurricane preparedness
and response capabilities, certainly not in the course of the few months available to them.
Acknowledging this limitation, the members nevertheless identified several fundamental
issues clearly requiring action. Relying on their own experiences, conversations with their
constituents and local emergency management officials, and over 16 hours of presentations
and discussions with experts from numerous fields, the committee agreed to a list of
proposed recommendations for consideration and further development by the standing
substantive and fiscal committees of the House.
A complete list of the recommendations adopted by the committee is presented in
Appendix 3. The fundamental themes addressed by the recommendations, as well as some
of the primary recommendations, are summarized in the following pages.
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Vulnerable Populations Residing in
Health Care and Residential Facilities
Nothing like the unprecedented events that led to the deaths of the residents at
Rehabilitation Center at Hollywood Hills occurred at other facilities in Florida. Nevertheless,
the committee found that while nursing homes, assisted living facilities, and other facilities
responsible for vulnerable populations generally did what was necessary to prevent such
disasters, improvements are necessary to ensure the health and safety of Florida’s most
vulnerable populations living in facilities. The committee adopted several recommendations
to ensure the protection of vulnerable citizens living in facilities during events like Hurricane
Irma.
These recommendations include:
• Require nursing homes to provide for adequate emergency power necessary to 		
			protect their residents from unsafe temperatures, and place additional requirements 		
		 on assisted living facilities, taking into account differences in populations 				
		 and capitalization.
• Require improvements to the quality of the Comprehensive Emergency 				
		 Management Plans (CEMP) required of facilities and ensure through oversight and 		
		 enforcement they are capable of and prepared to implement these plans to protect 		
		 the life and safety of the residents whose wellbeing they are responsible for 			
		ensuring.
• Require facilities to share provisions of their CEMPs with residents, a resident’s 			
		 designated family member, legal representative or guardian.
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Shelters and Vulnerable Populations
Hurricane Irma placed incredible strains on Florida’s shelter capacity and our communities’
abilities to manage the large number of people seeking shelter. The uncertainty regarding
the path of the storm and its size created unprecedented challenges. Nearly 700 shelters
were opened throughout the state, housing a record breaking peak population of 191,764
people. Occurring so soon after Hurricane Harvey made landfall in Texas, Hurricane Irma
surpassed the ability of the American Red Cross and others to manage Florida’s shelters.
Florida’s capacity to shelter people with special needs was particularly challenged. To
utilize the lessons learned from these experiences, the committee adopted several
recommendations, including:
• Provide more state assistance with shelter management training at the local level.
• Consider focusing efforts to address the adequacy of shelter availability on a county 		
			rather than regional basis.
• Consider making more information regarding shelters and which ones accept pets 		
			available several days before a storm.
• Direct the Division of Emergency Management to create a comprehensive volunteer 		
		 database to allow it to deploy volunteers quickly following disasters to assist with 		
		 shelters and to perform other emergency relief functions.
• Expand the Volunteer Leave Law to include organizations in addition to the American 		
		 Red Cross that are active in disaster response and recovery.
• Provide an exemption for information revealing the identity of persons registering for
			emergency sheltering with a local emergency management agency.
• Provide matching funds necessary to draw a 75-percent match in federal funds 			
		 through a Victims of Crime Act grant through the Office of the Attorney General to 		
		 install generators at Florida’s 42 certified domestic violence centers.
Recommendations specific to special needs shelters, included:
• Create a statewide special needs shelter registration system with standardized 			
		 information, while continuing to allow counties to set shelter eligibility/exclusions to 		
			reflect the capacity of their special needs shelters.
• Require all counties to post the eligibility criteria and registration process - 			
			including a link to the statewide registration form - on their websites.
• Require each county and local health department to develop a resource and 			
			staffing plan for the hurricane season on an annual basis.
• Require hospitals to shelter people excluded from shelters for medical reasons.
• Require licensed or contracted entities that provide home health or home and 			
			community based services to work with clients to develop individual emergency 		
		plans.
• Authorize state employees with clinical roles (nurses, certified behavior analysts, 		
		 etc.) to work in shelters.
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• Consider the need to fund generators for hardened public shelters to create more 			
		 emergency shelter capacity that can be adapted to meet the needs of vulnerable 			
			populations.
• Expand the use of the Division of Emergency Management’s Shelter Retrofit funds 			
		 provided by the Florida Hurricane Catastrophe Fund to include local projects to enhance 		
		 emergency power generation and surveys to evaluate and resolve ADA compliance 			
		 and provide for functional and access needs.

Evacuations
Although Florida successfully evacuated a record 6.5 million people in response to
Hurricane Irma, the experience clearly demonstrated improvements can and should be
made to better prepare for future storm events.
Some of the recommended improvements include:
• Consider establishing strategically located petroleum distribution centers to 			
		 alleviate storm-related impacts on fuel supply and distribution throughout the state.
• Provide Floridians a real-time, web-based evacuation route/destination resource 		
tool to assist them in making informed decisions relating to the selection of 			
evacuation routes and destinations.
• Extend the Suncoast Parkway to the Georgia state line to provide another north-		
south evacuation option.
• Consider other infrastructure enhancements to facilitate evacuation, such as 			
purchasing and deploying emergency generators at critical highway-				
railroad crossings, improving key ramps on limited access facilities, incorporating 		
		 passenger rail service into evacuation, providing generators and alternative 			
		 energy sources at key interstate interchanges, utilizing rail transport to meet fuel
		 demands, and improving technological systems to improve communication in the 		
		 fuel distribution process.
• Conduct exercises using contraflow lanes on portions of highways determined to 		
		 be appropriate for such methods during future evacuations.
• Emphasize the effectiveness of shorter evacuation options in community education 		
		 efforts for emergency preparedness.
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Hardening and Restoring Florida’s
Electric Grid
The committee heard testimony from the Public Service Commission (PSC) and the electric
utilities on the steps taken following the widespread hurricane damage to the state’s
electric grid during the 2004 and 2005 hurricane seasons. Despite these efforts, as noted
in the introduction, Hurricane Irma left over 6.7 million customers without power, with
significant consequences across our communities. Significant loss of power was inevitable
given the strength, size, and path of the storm. Nevertheless, the committee believes
more can and should be done to harden our electric grid to mitigate future damage. The
committee also received testimony indicating there is not consistent communication and
cooperation among local emergency management officials and electric utilities statewide in
relation to the identification and restoration of critical facilities.
To address these concerns, the committee adopted several recommendations for further
development, including:
• Direct the PSC to prepare a study of the efficacy and costs of all technically feasible 		
		 storm hardening measures for the electric power grid, and consider 				
		 establishing a state grant program to assist in funding some storm hardening 			
		projects.
• Consider repealing the statutory exception to statewide standards for vegetation 		
		 management within power line rights-of-way.
• Improve communication and cooperation between electric utilities and local 			
		 emergency management officials, and during power restoration, emphasize 			
		 restoration of facilities identified by the local emergency management officials 		
		 as critical to the public health, safety, welfare, and security. Such facilities may 			
		 include: emergency management and law enforcement facilities; health care facilities;
		 shelters; critical utility, transportation, communications, government, and military 		
		 infrastructure; and providers of essential goods and services.
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Restoring Our Communities
As briefly discussed in the introduction, Hurricane Irma affected all commerce and business
enterprises in Florida. Long-term damage resulting from the storm includes the loss
of affordable housing in the Florida Keys and other heavily impacted areas, damage to
wastewater and potable water infrastructure, and severe erosion of large stretches of
Florida’s coastline. As always, agriculture was particularly vulnerable to the storm, and in
addition to the $2.5 billion in total estimated agricultural losses, the storm threatened the
continued viability of some sectors of the agricultural economy. The committee adopted
several recommendations to address these long-term damages, including:
• Create within the Division of Emergency Management a real-time tracking system 		
		 for all FEMA public assistance program grant requests for aid or reimbursement.
• Create a temporary program to provide funding for affordable housing recovery 		
		 efforts to address the impact of hurricanes Irma and Maria on affordable housing 		
		 stocks, particularly in the Florida Keys and other severely damaged areas 				
		 and counties affected by Puerto Rican evacuees from Hurricane Maria.
• Identify ways to lower the cost of affordable housing development and incentivize 		
		 more units at affordable rents.
• Provide targeted state matching funds associated with Hurricane Irma for beach 		
		recovery.
• Consider exemptions from sales and use tax and other tax relief to address long-		
		 term economic impacts of Irma to the agricultural sector.
• Assist efforts to secure post disaster supplemental funding from the U.S. Congress 		
		 for Florida agriculture.
• Solicit federal funding for unreimbursed operating cost for facilities, social services, 		
		 and counseling services, and considering providing additional funding to school 		
			districts that incurred additional costs due to the influx of additional students from 		
		 hurricane Maria.
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Mitigating Future Damages
As Florida’s local governments and communities work with their federal and state partners
on restoring what Hurricane Irma damaged, the committee believes it is imperative that
we look to the future to take steps to mitigate damage from future storms. To do so, the
committee recommends:
• Produce a complete and accurate 3D map of the state for use in numerous 		
		 emergency management and infrastructure planning applications.
• Invest in plans that cost-effectively mitigate flood risks to developed areas, 		
		 including protection of greenways and blueways that act as flow ways or provide
		 temporary storage during high water events.
• Identify areas where rebuilding after a disaster may be high-risk and consider 		
		 options for not rebuilding in those areas, including the purchase of these properties
		 and using them to create additional open space and natural buffers.
• Identify additional mechanisms and incentives to harden existing homes against
		disaster.
• Consider long range plans to migrate damage to critical infrastructure, like water
		 and sewer treatment plants out of flood plains or have them hardened to prevent
		 damage during a flood event. Establish policies to discourage investment in new
		 facilities in flood plains unless they are hardened to avoid damage from floods.
• Establish in the Department of Environmental Protection a statewide voluntary 		
		 program for domestic wastewater collection system assessment, investment, 		
		 rehabilitation, and electric power outage mitigation planning.
• Consider state funding for the State Agricultural Response Team (SART) as well as
		 providing funding for an organized forensic review of agricultural storm damage and
		 identification of next steps for recovery efforts.
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Work Plan of the Select Committee on
Hurricane Response and Preparedness
Following her appointment as Chair of the Select Committee on Hurricane Response and
Preparedness, on September 21 Speaker pro tempore Nuñez reached out to the members
of the committee to congratulate them on their appointment and to announce the
committee’s inaugural meeting would be on October 12. Noting the short timeline facing
the committee due to the legislative session convening in January, Chair Nuñez also urged
each member to meet with their local emergency management officials prior to the initial
meeting to gather information to assist the committee in assessing Florida’s experience
with Hurricane Irma.
Prior to the committee’s inaugural meeting, committee members did engage their local
emergency management officials to learn about their experiences with Hurricane Irma and
to discuss lessons learned and the restoration needs of their communities. Chair Nuñez
joined other members of the committee in visits with emergency management officials in
Miami-Dade, Monroe, St. Johns, Flagler, Lee, and Collier Counties.
To facilitate the work of the committee in gathering information necessary to assess
Florida’s experience with Hurricane Irma and developing options to improve Florida’s future
preparedness and response capabilities, Chair Nuñez directed staff to begin developing a
work plan. The final work plan, which is presented in Appendix 4, was based upon the initial
list of issues and questions provided to the committee and the members’ discussions with
local and state emergency management officials. The committee’s first five meetings were
devoted to the following topics:
• Florida’s Emergency Management System, Hurricane Irma Response and Recovery, 		
		 and Florida’s Property Insurance Market
• Emergency Management Communications, Evacuation, Fuel Supplies, and Utilities
• Shelters, Special Needs Shelters, Vulnerable Populations, Health Care Facilities, 			
		 Health Practitioners
• Waterways, Sewer, Storm water and Flooding, Beaches, and Housing
• Education, Debris Removal, Agriculture, and FEMA Reimbursement and State 			
		Expenditures
Although the five meetings are summarized below, Appendix 4 provides a complete list of
all presentations provided to the committee.
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Thursday, October 12, 2017: Initial Meeting, 2 hours
Prior to the inaugural meeting, Chair Nuñez directed staff to provide members a packet of
background information on Florida’s emergency management system and related statutes,
including the 2016 draft of Florida’s Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan.
In her opening remarks to the committee, Chair Nuñez suggested to the members that
as they tackle the many issues and questions before them, the committee should focus
its attention on identifying measures that will serve to fulfill the fundamental objective of
Florida’s Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan, which is:
“To reduce the possible consequences of the emergency by preventing loss of life 		
and injuries, reducing damage to infrastructure, buildings and homes, and 			
accelerating the resumption of normal daily life activities”
Chair Nuñez shared with the committee her plan to explore key hurricane preparedness
and response issues through a series of presentations over the course of the first five
meetings, and challenged the members to keep in mind their shared purpose: to gather
information, solicit ideas for improvement, and make recommendations. The purpose
of these meetings would be to inform the members and generate ideas to develop into
informed recommendations for consideration at a future meeting.
As a starting place, the initial meeting was devoted to developing a shared understanding
of Florida’s comprehensive emergency management system. The committee received
presentations on Florida’s Emergency Management System and updates on Hurricane
Irma response and recovery from Florida’s Division on Emergency Management (DEM).
To gain an understanding of the critical role of local government in Florida’s emergency
management system and to hear their perspective on the state’s preparedness and
response to Hurricane Irma, the Select Committee heard presentations from local
emergency management officials from three Florida Counties (Lee, Monroe, and St. Johns
Counties). Finally, the committee received an update from Insurance Commissioner David
Altmaier on the status of Florida’s property insurance market.

Thursday, October 26: Issues Related to Emergency Management
Communications, Evacuation, Fuel Supplies, and Utilities, 4 hours
The second meeting focused on key aspects of Florida’s emergency management system,
including presentations from the Division of Emergency Management (DEM) on emergency
management public information and communications systems, processes and operations
during Hurricane Irma. The committee also discussed the state’s evacuation plans and
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options during a statewide emergency. The DEM Interim Director explained the division’s
role in planning and modeling for future mandatory and voluntary evacuations. The Florida
Department of Transportation Secretary briefed the Committee on the department’s role
in creating evacuation, reentry, and implementation plans during a statewide emergency.
Representatives from local government emergency management offices also briefed the
committee on their roles and perspectives.
The committee then received briefings on the state’s petroleum supply and distribution
systems. The briefings included a presentation from DEM on the division’s role in
coordinating petroleum distribution during a state of emergency, as well as presentations
from several organizations and entities involved in the supply and distribution of
petroleum.
The second meeting also addressed the central issue of electric utility service, including
preparations to prevent loss of power and efforts to restore power due to the impacts of
storms, particularly Hurricane Irma. The committee heard from the three investor-owned
electric utilities primarily affected by Hurricane Irma, as well as from representatives of the
municipal utilities and the electric cooperatives.

Thursday, November 9: Shelters, Special Needs Shelters,
Vulnerable Populations, Health Care Facilities, Health
Practitioners, 4 hours
The third meeting was devoted to issues fundamental to life, health, and safety, including
issues related to:

• Shelters,
• Vulnerable populations,
• Health care facilities, and
• Health care practitioners.
The committee first addressed issues related to shelters and special needs shelters. The
committee heard presentations from the DEM Interim Director, the Surgeon General, two
representatives from county school systems, two representatives from local government
emergency management offices, and a representative from Florida International University.
Next, the committee addressed the needs of vulnerable populations not in health
care facilities. The Florida Department of Elder Affairs Deputy Secretary explained the
department’s role in emergency management and as the contract manager for Area
Agencies on Aging (AAA). A representative from the Orlando area AAA explained the role
of AAAs in meeting the needs of Florida’s elderly and disabled residents during hurricanes.
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The committee next heard presentations regarding health care facilities and hurricane
events, beginning with a briefing from Florida’s Agency for Health Care Administration on
the agency’s emergency preparedness and response activities, particularly as they relate
to health care facilities, and an update on the agency’s emergency power rule for nursing
homes and assisted living facilities. The committee also heard from local government
emergency management officials, Memorial Healthcare System, and the Director of the
University of South Florida’s Center on Aging.
Finally, the Surgeon General explained how the department helps mobilize health care
professionals to serve patients before and after a storm.
In addition to these formal presentations, the committee also received public testimony
from representatives from several interested parties.

Monday, November 13: Waterways, Sewer, Stormwater and
Flooding, Beaches, and Housing, 3 hours
At its fourth meeting, the committee held panel discussions on the following topics:

• Waterway Debris Removal and Derelict Vessels
• Sanitary Sewer Systems, Stormwater, and Flooding
• Beaches
• Housing
Representatives from the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and the Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission discussed with the members issues and concerns related
to waterway debris and abandoned vessels. A panel consisting of representatives from
DEP, the St. Johns River Water Management District, two local wastewater utilities, and
two local entities responsible for stormwater management discussed with the members
a wide variety of issues associated with storm events and their effects on sanitary sewer
systems, stormwater management, and flooding. A representative from DEP and from the
Florida Shore and Beach Preservation Association updated the committee on the status of
Florida’s beaches, including the impacts from Hurricane Irma, and provided estimates of
the federal and state resources required to address these impacts. Finally, the committee
discussed Irma’s impacts to housing and temporary and long-term ways to address these
impacts with representatives from the DEM, the Florida Housing Finance Corporation, and
Airbnb.

Thursday, November 16: Education, Debris Removal, Agriculture,
and FEMA Reimbursement and State Expenditures, 3 hours
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At its fifth and final meeting devoted to specific hurricane related issues, the committee
heard the following presentations:
• An update on hurricane-related education issues from the Department of Education
• An explanation of the role of the Department of Transportation with debris removal
		 from the department
• A panel discussion on Hurricane Irma’s impacts to agriculture from a representative
		 of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Florida Citrus Mutual,
			the Florida Cattleman’s Association, and the Florida Nursery Growers and Landscape
		Association
• An update on FEMA programs and reimbursements from the DEM
• An update on hurricane-related state expenditures from the Governor’s budget 		
		director

December 4: Workshop on Proposed Select Committee
Recommendations, 1 hour
At the conclusion of the committee’s meeting on November 16, Chair Nuñez announced
that the next step in the process would be for the members to utilize all they have learned
from their communities and during the committee’s sixteen hours of presentations
and discussions to develop possible options for the committee to consider as
recommendations to the full House.
To make this task more manageable and to focus the committee’s efforts, the chair
grouped the many issues explored into several categories. The categories were:

• Evacuation
• Energy
• Shelters and Vulnerable Populations
• Health Care Facilities and Medical Care
• Agriculture
• Future Hurricane Expenditures and Tax Relief
• Housing
• Beaches, Sanitary Sewers, Stormwater, Flooding, and Debris Removal
• Education

In a subsequent email to the members, Chair Nuñez provided the members the list of nine
issue categories. To ensure the committee addressed all issue areas, three members were
assigned to each category and asked to work with staff during the following two weeks
to develop possible recommendations for the specific issue categories assigned to them.
Members were free to contribute suggested recommendation in other areas as well.
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Members were asked to submit their recommendations to staff by Thursday, November
30, to allow time for all members to review the possible recommendations prior to the
committee’s December 4 workshop,
The issue categories and member assignments were:
• Evacuation – Reps. Asencio, Grant, and Raschein
• Energy – Reps. Davis, Eagle, and Trumbull
• Shelters and Vulnerable Populations – Reps. Burgess, Byrd, and Shaw
• Health Care Facilities and Medical Care – Reps. Rodrigues, Sprowls, and 			
		Stark
• Agriculture – Reps. Albritton, Jacobs, and Porter
• Future Hurricane Expenditures and Tax Relief – Reps. M. Grant, Moskowitz, 		
			and Renner
• Housing – Reps. B. Cortes, Davis, and Raschein
• Beaches, Sanitary Sewers, Stormwater, Flooding, and Debris Removal – 		
		 Reps. Eagle, Jacobs, and Stevenson
• Education – Reps. Asencio , B. Cortes, and Porter
On November 21, at the direction of Chair Nuñez, staff emailed the committee members
a table summarizing the recommendations and suggestions shared with the committee
during its committee meetings and in writing. The recommendations, which were published
on the committee’s webpage, were grouped into the categories previously established
by the Chair and were provided as a resource to assist the members in developing their
proposed recommendations. This table is presented in Appendix 5.
On December 1, staff emailed committee members a table entitled “Preliminary Member
Recommendations,” which presented the 141 preliminary member recommendations
submitted to staff (See Appendix 6). The table was published on the committee’s webpage
as well. Staff shared with executive agencies recommendations affecting their jurisdiction
and requested their comments and suggestions. Comments and suggestions also were
solicited from the Florida Emergency Preparedness Association (FEPA), which is a statewide
association of emergency managers.
At the December 4 committee meeting, the committee held a workshop to discuss the
preliminary member recommendations. During the workshop, Chair Nuñez went through
the member recommendations and provided members the opportunity to elaborate on
their recommendations and to ask questions about other recommendations. In addition,
time was provided for public testimony.
At the conclusion of the workshop, Chair Nuñez explained she would follow the general
process commonly used by committee chairs to develop proposed committee bills to
develop a draft report with recommendations for the select committee to consider in
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January. The Chair also invited members to submit additional recommendations as well
as revisions to their preliminary recommendations no later than Friday, December 15.
In a follow-up email, Chair Nuñez solicited the following information from the
committee members:
• Any recommendations they had that were not included in the list of preliminary 		
		 member recommendations.
• Any revisions to the recommendations the members previously submitted
• Any specific comments the members wished to share regarding any of the 		
		 recommendations included in the list of preliminary member recommendations .
Members submitted 20 additional recommendations and 36 revised recommendations
by the December 15 deadline. Staff emailed a table presenting the new and revised
member recommendations to the members and published the table on the
committee’s webpage (See Appendix 7). Staff shared with executive agencies the
revised and new recommendations affecting their jurisdiction and requested their
comments and suggestions. Comments and suggestions also were solicited from FEPA.

January 16: Consideration of the Select Committee’s Final
Report
In preparation for the committee’s consideration of a final report, on January 9 Chair
Nuñez emailed members a list with 77 recommendations she proposed for inclusion
in the final report and requested members provide any comments or suggestions by
close of business on January 10. In submitting her suggested recommendations, the
Chair informed the members that the exclusion of a recommendation from the list of
suggested recommendations should not be viewed as indicating a lack of support for
it, and stated her intent was to propose recommendations providing clear direction,
addressing statewide issues central to the charge of the committee, and reflecting
the views of the committee as a body. The recommendations were distilled from the
published list of recommendations received by the committee during its hearings and in
writing, from member recommendations, and from comments and suggestion provided
by executive agencies and others.
Following receipt of the members’ comments and suggestions, Chair Nuñez made
revisions to the recommendations and directed staff to include them in the draft final
report submitted to members prior to the committee’s meeting on Tuesday, January 16.
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Appendix 1: Hurricane Irma Timeline
Dates from Aug. 30 by 11 a.m. - Sept. 10 by 6 p.m.
Aug. 30 by 11 a.m.

Tropical Storm Irma begins as a low-pressure system in the eastern Atlantic with
winds of 48 mph. Heading into drier air might have tempered its intensification.

Aug. 31 between 5 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Hurricane Irma intensified into a hurricane with a small and clearing eye and winds
up to 98 mph when it was about 650 miles west of the Cabo Verde Islands and
1,845 miles east of the Leeward Islands.

From Sept. 1 through Sept. 4

Hurricane Irma’s strength fluctuates as it crosses the tropical mid-Atlantic, with 110
mph winds growing by the end of this passage to 145 mph. Hurricane warnings are
issued for the U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico by 11 p.m. on Sept. 4.

Sept. 5 at 7:45 a.m.

Irma is labeled an “extremely dangerous” Category 5 storm with maximum winds
of 175 mph and stronger gusts.
By 11 a.m., the Bahamas issued a hurricane watch for Turks and Caicos Islands for
the “potentially catastrophic” storm. The north coast of Haiti also had a hurricane
watch.

Sept. 6 by 2 a.m.

Hurricane Irma’s eye passes over Barbuda. Watches and warnings are placed
across the Caribbean.

Sept. 6 by 8 a.m.

Irma’s eye passes over St. Martin, and the northern eyewall pounds Anguilla.

Sept. 6 by 1 p.m.

Buck Island in the U.S. Virgin Islands reports 110 mph wind gust.

Sept. 6 by 2 p.m.

The “extremely dangerous” core of Irma passes over the northernmost Virgin
Islands

Sept. 6 by 8 p.m.

Irma’s eye passes just north of Puerto Rico at 16 mph as a Category 5 storm with
185 mph winds.
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Sept 7 by 4 a.m.

Irma passes north of the Dominican Republic, heading toward the Turks and Caicos
Islands.

Sept. 7 by 2 p.m.

Irma’s eye moves between the north coast of Hispaniola and the Turks and Caicos
Islands.

Sept. 7 by 8 p.m.

Irma pummels the Turks and Caicos Islands with sustained winds of 175 mph.

Sept. 7 by 11 a.m.

Hurricane surge and storm warnings are issued for Florida and the Keys.

Sept. 8 by 2 a.m.

Irma’s eye passes just north of Great Inagua Island.

Sept. 8 by 5 a.m.

Irma moves over the southern Bahamas as an “extremely dangerous” Category 4
storm with 155 mph winds.

Sept. 8 by 8 p.m.

Irma’s southwestern eyewall moves over the north coast of Cuba.

Sept. 8 by 11 p.m.

Irma makes landfall on Cuba’s Camaguey archipelago as a Category 5 hurricane
with sustained winds of 160 mph.

Sept. 9 by 5 a.m.

As Irma passes over Cuba, it weakens again to a Category 4 hurricane with 155 mph
winds. By 2 p.m., Irma lingers at 7 mph over Cuba, with sustained winds dropping
to 125 mph, major hurricane-force winds were projected for the Florida Keys by the
next dawn.

Sept. 10 at 9:10 a.m.

Hurricane Irma makes landfall at Cudjoe Key in the lower Florida Keys as a
Category 4 storm with 130 mph sustained winds. A 106 mph gust was reported at
National Key Deer Refuge in Big Pine Key. The storm headed north-by-northwest
at 8 mph.
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Sept. 10 by 2 p.m.

Irma weakens to Category 3 storm with 120 mph winds. But a life-threatening
surge of 10 to 15 feet of water was forecast, with residents of Naples and Marco
Island told to move away from the water.

Sept. 10 at 3:35 p.m.

Irma makes landfall again in Florida on Marco Island as a Category 3 storm with
115 mph wind. A 130 mph wind gust was reported by the Marco Island Police
Department.

Sept. 10 by 6 p.m.

Irma winds down to a Category 2 storm with sustained winds of 110 mph. But a
gust of 142 mph was reported at Naples Municipal Airport. A tide gauge measured
a water 2.2 feet above mean higher high water, which represented a 7-foot
increase in the previous hour and a half, according to the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration.

Sept. 10. By 9:10 am

Irma made landfall at Cudjoe Key in the Florida Keys at 9:10 a.m. ET on Sunday,
marking the first time in recorded history that two Category 4 storms have made
landfall in the US in the same year.

Sept. 10. By 3:35 pm

After pummeling the Keys, the storm made landfall on the state’s peninsula in
Marco Island at 3:35 p.m. ET. The police department there reported a 130-mph
wind gust. Irma has since been moving north up Florida’s Gulf Coast.

Sep. 11, 2017, 4:54 PM

Tropical Storm Irma, which hit Florida as a major hurricane on Sunday, has finally
crossed the state line and is now slamming Georgia with powerful winds.
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Appendix 2 Disaster Response and Preparedness Issues for Select Committee
Policy Issues for Consideration by the Select Committee
Avoiding and Mitigating Future Storm Damage

1. Evaluate the performance of Florida’s building code and determine if any changes to the
code or code adoption processes are warranted.
2. Develop policies to limit electrical outages during a storm, including policies to encourage
cost-effective infrastructure hardening, auxiliary power at key interstate interchanges, and,
where appropriate, underground utilities.
3. Evaluate alternative approaches to avoid or reduce flooding, including methods to
remove excess water when traditional storm water systems are overwhelmed.
4. Enhanced funding for beach restoration and nourishment to protect property and
people.

Public Safety

1. Evaluate access to emergency management information, and identify ways to improve
statewide information regarding all roads in Florida, shelter availability and location,
government closures, food distribution, gasoline availability, etc.
2. Review the use of emergency ordinances and curfews and the roles of state, local and
federal authorities, and consider policy changes to ensure consistency and cooperation.
3. Enhance penalties for looting and other crimes committed during evacuations and
declared emergencies.

Evacuation

1. Consider alternative approaches to ensure adequate supplies of gasoline are available
to meet demand during a disaster, including the merits of establishing a Florida petroleum
reserve.
2. Consider directing the Division of Emergency Management to establish a system of
providing food, water and other necessities on major roadways at rest stops and weigh
stations.
3. Consider placing permanent generators at rest stops or repositioning generators at key
rest areas.
4. Consider utilizing closed weigh and agriculture stations as comfort stations or locations
for drivers to pull off the road when running low on gas.
5. Evaluate the benefits of improving the shoulders of key roads on southbound lanes to
facilitate reentry after an evacuation. Northbound shoulders are evacuation ready whereas
southbound shoulders are not reentry ready.
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Critical Workers and Employee Protections

1. Develop strategies to assist and support essential personnel including health
professionals and other caregivers to continue working during evacuations and other
declared emergencies.
2. Evaluate the need for support for private employers and their employees during
evacuation and declared emergencies.

Medical Facilities

1. Evaluate the adequacy of emergency management planning by nursing homes, hospices,
assisted living facilities, and group homes, and consider policies to improve such planning.
2. Assess and strengthen current regulations for health care and residential facilities to have
generators and maintain service capabilities.
3. Evaluate whether curfew orders allow critical medical personnel to travel to and from
work, and consider other strategies for maintaining essential staffing while allowing some
regulatory flexibility during evacuations.

Medical Care

1. Consider expanding access to telehealth (within and outside of Florida) as a means of
ensuring adequate access to health services.
2. Evaluate the adequacy of public information addressing refills and temporary supplies of
prescription drugs, and consider requiring pharmacies to use their patient communication
systems to provide information.
3. Consider financial supports for essential health care providers, including mental health
providers, to ease hurricane-related cash flow problems and support continuous access to
care.

Shelters

1. Determine the adequacy of current shelters, and consider providing additional funding
for schools and universities to provide hurricane shelter facilities.
2. Evaluate the adequacy of special needs shelters, and consider establishing tiers of
facilities to handle the most fragile, using nursing homes, rehabilitation center and hospital
beds.
3. For those in government-funded health care programs, consider:
a. Requiring Medicaid plans to use care managers to determine whether individuals need
help and find them a place to shelter.
b. Requiring coverage for facility admissions when no other qualified shelter is available.
c. Requiring Medicaid plans to have emergency operation plans, documenting how they will
provide these services, and proving contract relationships with facilities.
4. Determine the adequacy of communications about and the availability of pet shelters,
and consider means to improve communication and the merits of requiring a standard
population-based minimum number of pet shelters or ratio of pet and non-pet shelters.
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Utilities

1. Evaluate existing processes used to prioritize the restoration of electric service, and
consider policies to ensure the needs of the most vulnerable are addressed, including
individuals in facilities and at home.
2. Determine if avoidable impediments hampered the movement of utility trucks and
other emergency response vehicles, and consider providing a right of way and escorts as
necessary to reach affected locations.

School Closures

1. Consider allowing school districts to deduct hurricane days from required days of
instruction.
2. Consider providing additional school readiness funding for care when schools are closed.
3. Consider authorizing and funding the school readiness program to temporarily serve
additional families in areas where schools are closed for extended periods.

Necessities

1. Consider providing for one-time increase in benefits to enable restocking by those who
lose all food at home during a disaster.
2. Consider prioritizing the expenditure of affordable housing funds on replacing and
repairing affordable housing lost or damaged during a disaster.
Reconstruction
1. To facilitate reconstruction, develop policy options to expedite permitting processes, and
consider extending existing permit deadlines and reducing or waiving permit fees.
2. Consider reforms to construction law that will expedite reconstruction, including
changes to construction licensing regulations. Also consider changes to the construction
lien law to protect homeowners from double paying for construction if the construction is
paid directly by the homeowner.
3. Consider enhancing CareerSource Florida programs to train and place employees in
skilled construction trades.
4. Consider modifying the 811 (call before you dig) system to better address facility location
in extraordinary circumstances.

Tax Relief

1. Consider exempting displaced Florida residents and recovery workers from tourist
development taxes and other taxes currently assessed on hotel stays.
2. Consider creating a temporary tax holiday (exemption or credit) for all construction
supplies following declared disasters.
3. Consider providing an additional disaster preparedness tax holiday tied to hurricane
watch/warning.
4. Consider allowing agricultural lands that sit fallow or otherwise become non-income
producing following a disaster, to continue to be classified as agricultural and maintain a
minimal property tax assessment for a specific time period.
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Insurance and Banking

1. Examine insurance solvency by reviewing reserve and reinsurance levels for the Hurricane
Catastrophe Fund (CAT fund), Citizens Property Insurance, and insurance carriers in Florida.
2. Examine Florida property insurance claims exposure by region and coverage.
3. Review access to sufficient insurance adjusters and alternatives to ensure rapid adjusting
of claims.
4. Review potential alternatives to help policyholders finance insurance deductibles over
longer time periods.
5. Consider requiring all property and casualty insurance companies licensed in Florida to
report any instances of suspected price gouging by independent adjusters and to report
any suspected violations of Florida’s insurance codes, including activity by unlicensed
adjusters.
6. Consider authorizing the Commissioner of the OFR to permit banks and credit unions
to change their main office locations or establish additional branches in declared disaster
areas for a specified period of time.
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Evacuations
Draft Recommendation
Comments
On October 12, 2017, Governor Scott ordered the Department of Transportation to conduct
a comprehensive evaluation on ways to expedite evacuation routes on I-75 from Wildwood
to the Florida-Georgia border, and report its findings in January 2018. The Legislature
should review findings of the final report and address the policy recommendations as it
deems appropriate.
Mutual aid agreements with municipal, county and, when necessary, federal law
enforcement personnel should be utilized to aid in increased law enforcement presence,
traffic control, crowd control, and law enforcement response and support of evacuation
needs.
The Division of Emergency Management, in consultation with the Department of
Transportation and the appropriate local emergency management agencies, should develop
and implement a real-time, web-based evacuation route/destination resource tool to assist
the public in making informed decisions relating to the selection of evacuation routes and
destinations.
Extend the Suncoast Parkway to the Georgia state line to provide another north-south
evacuation option.
Fund a statewide statistically valid behavioral analysis for use by the state, regions and local
governments in planning for and undertaking evacuations.
The Department of Transportation should consider improvements to key ramps on limited
access facilities in developing its work plan,
The Department of Transportation should conduct exercises using contraflow lanes on
portions of highways it determines such operations could facilitate evacuation during a
future evacuation.
In community education efforts for emergency preparedness:
 Emphasize the effectiveness of shorter evacuation options
 Note the opportunity for people in non-evacuation zones to share their suitably
constructed and prepared homes with family and friends in need of shelter
 Encourage communities as part of their preparation to help neighbors with their
preparation including the installation of hurricane shutters.
As additional passenger rail service becomes available, Florida should incorporate its use to
help evacuate citizens.

Appendix 3: Final Recommendations of the Select Committee on Hurricane Response and Preparedness
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Consider providing incentives (fuel tax reduction, etc.) to drivers and transportation
companies that install common protocol GPS tracking devices, which could be activated as
needed during major disasters. The tracking devices will allow for real-time reporting of
vehicles’ statuses to state and local emergency management officials.
Consider requesting a change in dates for the crossover of seasonal fuel to alleviate the low
point in fuel inventory in tanks that occurs during hurricane season.

Energy: Electric Utilities and Petroleum
Policy Recommendation
Comments
On October 26, 2017, Governor Scott ordered the Department of Transportation to examine
options to increase fuel capacity during emergencies such as hurricanes, and report its
findings in January 2018. The Legislature should review the findings of the final report and
address the associated policy recommendations as it deems appropriate.
The Department of Transportation should contract for an independent evaluation of the
feasibility of establishing strategically located petroleum distribution centers to alleviate
storm-related impacts on fuel supply and distribution throughout the state.
The Department of Transportation should utilize generators at key interstate interchanges
and study the use of alternative energy sources for signalized intersections.
Each county should use the Homeland Security product “Guidance for Developing a Fuel
Contingency Plan” to create a better county fuel plan.
During a state of emergency declared by the Governor, when a dealer exhausts the dealer’s
supply of the lowest grade motor fuel, authorize the dealer to sell any remaining supply of
higher grade motor fuel at the same price per gallon or liter as the price the dealer charged
for a gallon or liter of the lowest grade motor fuel.
Consider optimizing the use of rail transport, before, during and after a Hurricane event, to
facilitate delivery of automotive and diesel fuel to effected areas in the state, utilizing rail
tankers and mobile fuel transfer systems moved in tandem with the tankers via rail flatbed.
State and local emergency operation centers should activate a dedicated emergency private
sector hotline for drivers distributing fuel and other emergency cargo to use as needed in
communicating with emergency management officials during a major disaster. Appropriate
hotline numbers should be made available at Florida seaports to all drivers departing with
critical emergency goods and supplies.
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Following completion of the study, establish a state grant program to be administered by the
PSC under which local governments, in conjunction with utilities, may apply for grants to
partially fund specific storm hardening projects, with such applications evaluated based on
the expected cost-effectiveness of the project and the extent of projected benefits to
customers.
Consider repealing the statutory exception to statewide standards for vegetation
management within power line rights-of-way for local governments that adopt plans that
differ from the statutory standards.
Create under the Florida Department of Transportation a category of direct appropriations
for the purpose of purchasing and deploying emergency generators at highway-railroad
crossings at Principal Arterial, Minor Arterial, and Major Collector roads as defined by the
department for powering highway-railroad crossing gates, signals and traffic safety warning

Implement a process to ensure greater communication and cooperation between electric
utilities and local emergency management officials to provide for the efficient restoration of
power and to ensure electric utilities, based on their assessments of system damages, restore
electric service to all customers in the most efficient manner. Emphasis should be placed
on facilities identified by the local emergency management officials as critical to the public
health, safety, welfare, and security. Such facilities may include: emergency management
and law enforcement facilities; health care facilities; shelters; critical utility, transportation,
communications, government, and military infrastructure; and providers of essential goods
and services.
Direct the Public Service Commission (PSC) to prepare a study of the efficacy and costs of
all technically feasible storm hardening measures for the electric power grid. The study, at
a minimum, should:
 Take into account all available post-storm forensic data,
 Identify specific storm hardening measures that are likely to be most effective at
reducing the number, frequency, and duration of storm-related power outages in
certain regions of the state or certain types of geographic regions,
 Evaluate the cost-effectiveness of each measure.
 Evaluate funding mechanisms for storm hardening projects and provide
recommendations concerning the use of specific funding mechanisms, including
processes for approval of funding for projects.
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Shelters and Vulnerable Populations
Policy Recommendation
Consider focusing efforts to address the adequacy of shelter availability on a county rather
than regional basis.
To the extent practical, make information regarding shelters available several days before a
storm. In addition, make information regarding which shelters will accept pets available to
the public sooner.
Evaluate the merits and challenges of establishing shelter assignment system(s) for
evacuees by zones. The goal would be to ensure evacuees know where their primary
shelters are located. The system(s) should flexible and allow secondary shelter relocations.
Make state owned facilities that are capable of being quickly adapted available as shelters.
Make recruitment of health care practitioners, faculty and/or medical and nursing students
from state colleges and universities part of the targeted recruitment of practitioners to serve
in shelters
Provide an exemption for individual assessment data provided by individuals to emergency
management agencies for the purpose of damage assessment. Provide an exemption for
information revealing the identity of persons registering for emergency sheltering with a
local emergency management agency.
Provide matching funds necessary to draw a 75-percent match in federal funds through a
Victims of Crime Act grant through the Office of the Attorney General to install generators
at Florida’s 42 certified domestic violence centers.
Provide more state assistance with shelter management training at the local level.
Consider the need to fund generators for hardened public shelters to create more emergency
shelter capacity that can be adapted to meet the needs of vulnerable populations.
Create a single statewide special needs shelter registration.
 Require all counties to use it.
 Get county input on the data collected for the registration form, so no additional
local process is needed – maybe convene a work group.
 Maintain registrations in a single statewide database accessible to all county EOCs
and the state EOC.

devices to protect the public from railroad traffic operating on Florida Strategic Intermodal
System rail corridors.
Comments
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Health Care Facilities and Medical Care
Policy Recommendation
Exempt from sales and use tax the purchase of any equipment that uses natural gas or
liquefied petroleum gas to generate emergency electric energy at nursing homes and



Require all counties to post the eligibility criteria and registration process –
including a link to the statewide registration form - on their websites.
Counties would continue to set shelter eligibility/exclusions to suit local capacity.
 Require hospitals to shelter people excluded from shelters for medical reasons. This
assumes a statewide special needs shelter registration process, so hospitals can
estimate the number of people who will shelter.
 Require counties to review each shelter registration to pre-determine a need for
hospital sheltering, identify the appropriate sheltering hospital, and communicate
that to the registrant.
 Require counties to establish MOUs with qualifying hospitals to shelter people, and
share registrant data with them.
To address special needs shelter registration and staffing:
 Require each county and local health department to develop a resource and staffing
plan for the hurricane season on an annual basis.
 Require licensed or contracted entities that provide home health or home and
community based services (home health agencies, nurse registries, APD group
homes and support coordinators, and Medicaid MCOs) to work with clients to
develop individual emergency plans, updated annually, including:
o evacuation shelter selection;
o documented shelter registration; and
o a plan for staffing the client in the shelter.
 Require such licensees/contractors to staff clients or groups of clients in shelters.
 Require APD to determine and communicate before storm impact whether DD
requirements will be waived for staffing in shelters (or other settings, such as group
homes taking in other clients temporarily).
 Authorize state employees with clinical roles (nurses, certified behavior analysts,
etc.) to work in shelters.
Comments
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The information required could be standardized and facilities would be required to update
and maintain its information timely.
To address review and approval of facility Comprehensive Emergency Management Plans
(CEMP):

assisted living facilities. Limit the exemption to a maximum of $30,000 for the purchase of
equipment for any one facility.
Amend statutes to allow the Governor’s executive order declaring a state of emergency to
give greater flexibility to the Department of Health to allow providers from other states to
assist in storm response and recovery, either in person or through telehealth. This would
reduce the need for the Governor to issue a supplemental executive order during the storm
or recovery efforts.
Amend s. 465.0275, F.S., to clarify that residents of other states who may be in Florida for
their medical care during a storm also are covered under the prescription refill
authorization.
Nursing homes should be required to provide for adequate emergency power necessary to
protect their residents from unsafe temperatures. Additional requirements should be placed
on assisted living facilities, taking into account differences in populations and
capitalization.
Require facilities to share certain provisions of its emergency management plan with
residents, a resident’s designated family member, legal representative or guardian. Post the
information to AHCA’s consumer information website for health care facilities.
Information to be provided may include:
1. An overview of the facility’s emergency management plan.
2. Whether the facility is located in an evacuation zone.
3. Whether the facility intends to shelter in place or relocate to another location such as
a related facility.
4. Whether the facility has the requisite emergency power source.
5. Process for sharing information with residents, a resident’s designated family
member, legal representative or guardian, if the emergency plan is activated.
6. A working phone number for the facility for use by the resident’s designated family
member, legal representative or guardian to make contact post-disaster.
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Require counties to submit an annual report to AHCA/DOEA on approval requests,
approved Comprehensive Emergency Management Plans and timelines.
 Require facilities to submit plans to the county for approval within 90 days after
licensure, and notify AHCA/DOEA when plans are submitted and when approved.
 Require APD approval of all its clients’ plans (including those not in group homes).
To address the quality of facility Comprehensive Emergency Management Plans:
 Require more specific elements to be covered in emergency plans, including specific
plans for hardening and contact information, and which staff is obligated to take what
actions on what pre-storm and post-storm timelines.
 Require facilities to conduct annual staff training within 2 months prior to hurricane
season on the policies and procedures for implementing the emergency plan, and
conduct facility-wide evacuation drills at least annually.
 Increase licensure inspection quality to assess compliance and the ability to
implement plans, and discipline for compliance failures.
 Apply these standards to developmental disability group homes, too.
To address facility staffing during emergencies:
 Require emergency plans to specifically address how the facility will maintain
staffing, including accommodating staff families during evacuation, etc.
 Create a list of essential personnel with authority to move about during curfews and
obligate state and local curfew orders to exempt them.
To improve the ESF-8 data reporting system:
 Establish the reporting system in statute.
 Require AHCA to create the system, in consultation with DOH, DOEA, APD and
any other relevant party; transfer funds from DOH to AHCA.
 Add generator information (whether the facility has a generator, fuel type, burn rate,
etc.) in Florida Health Stat (the ESF-8 facility reporting system) for nursing homes,
hospitals, ALFs, hospices.
Exempt from sales and use tax exemption diesel fuel and propane purchased by a health
care facility during a declared disaster.
Evaluate the merits of creating an at risk registry to identify and assist in the evacuation of
vulnerable individuals and patients from patient care facilities, like nursing homes and
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Housing
Policy Recommendation
Create a temporary program to provide funding for affordable housing recovery efforts to
address the impact of hurricanes Irma and Maria on affordable housing stocks.

Future Hurricane Expenditures and Tax Relief
Policy Recommendation
Create a reserve fund to receive regular revenue deposits to build reserves to help pay costs
associated with future hurricane strikes in Florida. Monies used from the fund would be
replenished over a period of years.
Consider providing for ad valorem property tax abatement for homesteaded property
rendered uninhabitable by Hurricanes Mathew, Hermine, or Irma.
During a state of emergency, prohibit governmental entities from holding public meetings
regarding budgets.
Create a disaster preparedness sales tax holiday.

ALFs. The registry is to be under the purview of the Florida Department of Health, or
designate agency
Agriculture
Policy Recommendation
Consider exemptions from sales and use tax and other tax relief to address long-term
economic impacts of Irma to the agricultural sector.
Appropriate funds for storm and recovery related research for commercial crops grown in
Florida.
Continue to fund the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services’ (FDACS) Best
Management Practices (BMP) program and consider providing supplemental funding for
other FDACS programs directly tied to agriculture production fees.
Consider funding the State Agricultural Response Team (SART) as well as providing
funding for an organized forensic review of agricultural storm damage and identification of
next steps for recovery efforts.
Assist with efforts to secure post disaster supplemental funding from the U.S. Congress for
Florida agriculture.

Comments

Comments

Comments
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Beaches, Sanitary Sewers, Stormwater, Flooding, and Debris Removal
Policy Recommendation
Comments
Establish in the Department of Environmental Protection a statewide voluntary program for
domestic wastewater collection system assessment, investment, rehabilitation, and electric
power outage mitigation planning. The program would:
 Provide regulatory incentives for utilities to implement the program.
 Allow financially disadvantaged utilities to apply for grant funds to implement the
program.
 Allow certified utilities to demonstrate they are making the right investments to
protect the public health and environment.
Local governments should review current policies and consider:
 Prohibiting tree trimming and discontinuing non-containerized yard waste collection
service 72 hours prior to hurricanes.

Funding for each program should be targeted to counties based on a damage funding
formula that takes into consideration FEMA/other (e.g., insurance) data showing the extent
and intensity of damage and proportion of households impacted by Hurricane Irma, as well
as counties impacted by Puerto Rican evacuees from Hurricane Maria impacts.
Consider ways to lower the cost of affordable housing development and incentivize more
units at affordable rents.
Identify incentives for local communities to purchase and redevelop trailer parks destroyed
in a storm into affordable housing that meets current building codes.
Direct the Department of Economic Opportunity to expedite emergency comprehensive
plan approvals with local governments and the Department.
Identify additional mechanisms and incentives to harden existing homes against disaster.

Fund the program through appropriations from the Local Government Housing Trust Fund
and the State Housing Trust Fund to the Florida Housing Finance Corporation for purposes
of providing funds to eligible entities for affordable housing recovery efforts and assisting
with building and rehabilitating affordable rental housing. The program would have two
components: one based on the current State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) Program
and one based on the State Apartment Incentive Loan (SAIL) Program.
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Discontinuing collection service 48 hours prior to hurricane/tropical storm. This
would allow time to get solid waste management employees off the street so they
can prepare for the storm and make sure materials in trucks have time to dispose of
items and landfills have time to process.
 Prioritizing services post storm, i.e. suspend recycling and yard waste to remove
municipal solid waste as quickly as possible.
 Suspending bulk pick up for a period of time after storm.
 Requiring roll off containers to be covered prior to storms.
Create a way for law enforcement to recognize solid waste management workers as “second
responders” with special signage; making sure they are in uniform with safety vest
Identify areas where rebuilding after a disaster may be high-risk and consider options for
not rebuilding in those areas, including the purchase of these properties and using them to
create additional open space and natural buffers.
Fund Grants through the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) for vulnerability
analysis to develop cost feasible mitigation strategies that could be implemented
incrementally for vulnerable development areas in partnership with the federal government.
Invest in plans that cost effectively mitigate flood risks to developed areas, including
protection of greenways and blueways that act as flow ways or provide temporary storage
during high water events.
Provide priority in the distribution of state matching funds associated with Hurricane Irma
for beach recovery to:
1. Severely impacted beach management projects that leverage substantial federal cost
sharing and/or local match; and
2. Consistent with the statewide Beach Management Program and Strategic Plan,
feasibility studies, design and construction of new projects or other erosion control
alternatives for critically-eroded segments of beach that are not part of an existing
solution.
Consider long range plans to migrate critical infrastructure, like water and sewer treatment
plants out of flood plains or have them hardened to prevent damage during a flood event.
Establish policies to discourage investment in new facilities in flood plains unless they are
hardened to avoid damage from floods.
Produce a complete and accurate 3D map of the state for use in numerous emergency
management and infrastructure planning applications.
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Miscellaneous
Policy Recommendation
Provide financial assistance to those counties with inadequate emergency operation centers
that are most vulnerable to damage and that require modernization or replacement.
Direct the Division of Emergency Management to create a comprehensive volunteer
database so that they can deploy volunteers quickly following disasters.
Consider expanding the Volunteer Leave Law (s. 110.120, F.S.) to:
 Include organizations in addition to the American Red Cross that are active in
disaster response and recovery,
 Provide administrative leave for annual training,
 Extend the number of days they can volunteer.
Support and encourage the Federal Governments Integrated Public Alert and Warning
System’s (IPAWS) (https://www.fema.gov/integrated-public-alert-warning-system)
enhancement that is underway jointly by FEMA and the FCC.
Create within the Division of Emergency Management (DEM) a real-time tracking system
for all FEMA public assistance program grant requests for aid or reimbursement. The
system should provide easy, online access for the public, but, at minimum, provide detailed
information for an entity making application for assistance or reimbursement and provide
the following:
 Guidance on the proper form for submission of an application for assistance
 Date the application was received and any claim number assigned

Policy Recommendation
Solicit federal funding for unreimbursed operating cost for facilities, social services,
counseling services.
Consider providing additional funding to school districts that incurred additional costs due
to the influx of additional students from hurricane Maria.
Consider providing financial assistance to schools systems for the purchase of generators
for schools that serve as shelters.

Education

Comments

Comments
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Any deficiencies in the form of the application that need correction before
processing
The current person/agency where the application is pending for review or approval
and date it was received by that reviewer/approving authority
A good faith estimated completion date on which action will be taken by the current
reviewer/approving authority
An “approval flow chart” listing the next review/approval steps and the respective
agencies responsible
Date of approval (obligation of funds) and projected date for receipt of payment
Immediate notification to an applicant for any requests for additional information.

The program should also include sufficient data analytics to assess and report average wait
times for all applications at each stage of the review/approval process by each agency so
delays can be identified and corrected. If possible, the data analytics should also assist the
reviewer/approver to identify any potentially fraudulent or inflated claims, as well as
potential deficiencies in applications that may create delays for review/approval. Finally,
data analytics should provide DEM with information to assist it and other governmental
agencies to improve their own processes in hurricane recovery, as it relates to expense
reimbursement and disaster assistance.
Amend current law relating to the system of communications and warning established as
part of the state comprehensive emergency management plan to require that a qualified
interpreter is included in any televised broadcast of a developing weather emergency.
Consider expanding the use of the Division of Emergency Management’s Shelter Retrofit”
funds provided by the Florida Hurricane Catastrophe Fund to include local projects to
enhance emergency power generation and surveys to evaluate and resolve ADA compliance
and provide for functional and access needs.
Provide incentives, such as civil immunity, for parking garage owners to make their garages
available to the public during a hurricane.
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Appendix 4:
Select Committee on Hurricane Response and Preparedness
To reduce the possible consequences of hurricane events by preventing loss of
life and injuries, reducing damage to infrastructure, buildings and homes, and
accelerating the resumption of normal daily life activities.
Timeline
Meeting #1: Thursday, October 12, 2017: Initial Meeting, 2 hours
•

•

•

Acting Director Wesley Maul, Division of Emergency Management
o Overview of Florida’s Emergency Management System
o Update on Hurricane Irma Response
o Update on Hurricane Irma Recovery
Local Government Emergency Management Directors
o Lee County
 Lee Mayfield, Emergency Management Director
 Roger Desjarlais, County Manager
 Christine Brady, Assistant County Manager
o Monroe County
 Martin Senterfitt, Emergency Management Director
 Roman Gastesi, County Administrator
o St. Johns County
 Michael D. Wanchick, County Administrato
Commissioner David Altmaier, Office of Insurance Regulation Update

Meeting #2: Thursday, October 26: Issues Related to Emergency Management
Communications, Evacuation, Fuel Supplies, and Utilities, 4 hours
•
•
•

Emergency Management Communication Systems and Processes, Acting
Director Wesley Maul, Division of Emergency Management
Emergency Management Public Information, Acting Director Wesley Maul,
Division of Emergency Management
Evacuation Issues
o Planning and Modeling, Acting Director Wesley Maul, Division of
Emergency Management
o How Evacuations are Executed - State & Local Evacuation Orders, Acting
Director Wesley Maul, Division of Emergency Management
o Florida Department of Transportation – Role Related to Preparing for and
Executing Evacuations, Secretary Mike Dew
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•

•

•

o Local Emergency Management Perspective
o David Casto, Director of Sumter County Emergency Management
o Curtis Sommerhoff, Director of Miami-Dade Emergency Management
Petroleum & Diesel Supplies and Distribution
o Role as Lead Agency for ESF-12 Fuels and Observations Regarding
IRMA Experience, Acting Director Wesley Maul, Division of Emergency
Management
o Florida Petroleum Council, Dave Mica, Executive
o Florida Ports, Michael Rubin, Vice President, Governmental Affairs,
Florida Ports Council
o Florida Petroleum Marketers and Convenience Store Association, Ned
Bowman, Executive Director
o RaceTrack, Max McBrayer, Chief Financial Officer and Chief Supply
Officer
Electricity
o Public Service Commission, Mark Futrell, Deputy Executive Director
o Investor Owned Utilities
 Florida Power and Light, Bryan Olnick, Vice President, Distribution
and Operations
 TECO, Gerry Chasse, Vice President for Electric Delivery
 Duke Energy, Jason Cutliffe, Director, Power Quality & Reliability
Engineering
o Municipal Utilities, Amy Zubaly, Executive Director, Florida Municipal
Electric Association
o Electric Cooperatives, Mike Bjorklund, Executive Vice President and
General Manager, Florida Electric Cooperatives Association
Public Comment

Meeting #3: Thursday, November 9: Shelters, Special Needs Shelters, Vulnerable
Populations, Health Care Facilities, Health Practitioners, 4 hours
•

53

Shelters
o Presentation on Hurricane Shelter Survey and Retrofit Program, Wes
Maul, Interim Director, Division of Emergency Management
o Department of Health Role, State Surgeon General and Secretary of
Health, Dr. Celeste Philip
o School Representatives Presentation on Role in Providing and Operating
Shelters
 Kurt Browning, Pasco County Superintendent of Schools
 Rafael Villalobos, Principal of John A. Ferguson Senior High,
Miami-Dade County
o Local Emergency Management Directors
 Sally Bishop, Director, Pinellas County Emergency Management

Steven Lerner, Senior Planner with the Seminole County Office of
Emergency Management
o Florida International University Shelter Experience, Amy B. Aiken,
Director, Department of Emergency Management
Vulnerable Populations
o Richard Prudom, Deputy Secretary and Chief of Staff, Department of
Elder Affairs
o Randy Hunt, President & CEO of Senior Resource Alliance (Orlando AAA)
o Deborah Linton, CEO,The Arc of Florida
o Joe DiDomenico, CEO of the Disability Achievement Center
Health Care Facilities
o Molly McKinstry, Deputy Secretary, Agency for Health Care Administration
Agency for Health Care Administration
o Local Emergency Management Directors
 Sally Bishop, Director, Pinellas County Emergency Management
 Steven Lerner, Senior Planner with the Seminole County Office of
Emergency Management
o Memorial Healthcare System
 Aurelio Fernandez, Chief Executive Officer, Memorial Healthcare
System
 David Dungan, Director, Emergency Preparedness, Memorial
Healthcare System
o Dr. Kathryn Hyer, Director of the USF Center on Aging
o Doreen Barker, Associate State Director of Advocacy, AARP
o Bob Asztalos, Chief Lobbyist, Florida Health Care Association
o Steve Bahmer, President/CEO, LeadingAge
o Susan Anderson, Vice President of Public Policy, Florida Argentum
Health Care Professionals, State Surgeon General and Secretary of Health, Dr.
Celeste Philip


•

•

•

Meeting #4: Monday, November 13: Waterways, Sewer, Stormwater and Flooding,
Beaches, and Housing, 3 hours
•

•

Presentations and Panel Question and Answers on Waterway Debris Removal
and Derelict Vessels
o David A. Clark, Deputy Secretary for Land and Recreation, Department of
Environmental Protection
o Major Robert Rowe, Boating and Waterways Section Leader, Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission
Presentations and Panel Question and Answers on Sanitary Sewer Systems,
Stormwater, and Flooding
o John J. Truitt, Deputy Secretary for Regulatory Programs, Department of
Environmental Protection
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•

•

o Brian Wheeler, Executive Director, TOHO Water Authority
o Lisa Wilson-Davis, Utility Services Program Policy Coordinator, City of
Boca Raton
o Ann Shortelle, Executive Director, St. Johns River Water Management
District
o Kelli Hammer Levy, MS, CPM, Environmental Management Division
Director, Pinellas County
o Jim Hunt, PE, CFM, Deputy Public Works Director and City Engineer
City of Orlando
Beaches
o Alex Reed, Deputy Director, Division of Water Resource Management,
Department of Environmental Protection
o Deborah Flack, President, Florida Shore and Beach Preservation
Association
Housing
o Wes Maul, Interim Director, Division of Emergency Management
o Trey Price, Executive Director, Florida Housing Finance Corporation
o Kenny Montilla, Mobilization Coordinator for Airbnb

Meeting #5: Thursday, November 16: Education, Debris Removal, Agriculture, and
FEMA Reimbursement and State Expenditures, 3 hours
•

•
•

•

Education Update
o Linda Champion, Deputy Commissioner for Finance and Operations,
Department of Education
Debris Removal
o Secretary Dew, Department of Transportation
Irma Impact to Agriculture
o Grace Lovett, Legislative Affairs Director, Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services
o Mike Sparks, Executive Vice President/CEO of Florida Citrus Mutual
o Jim Handley, President of the Florida Cattleman's Association
o Ben Bulusky, CEO of the Florida Nursery Growers and Landscape
Association
Update on Hurricane Expenditures
o Acting Director Wesley Maul, Division of Emergency Management
o Cynthia Kelly, Director, Governor’s Office of Policy and Budget

Meeting #6: December 4, 1 hour
•

Discussion of Proposed Select Committee Recommendations

Meeting #7: January 8, 3 hours
•
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Consideration of Final Select Committee Recommendations
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Energy: Electric Utilities and
Petroleum
Initial Policy/Question List
Provided to Select Committee
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Develop policies to limit electrical outages during a storm, including policies to encourage costeffective infrastructure hardening, auxiliary power at key interstate interchanges, and, where
appropriate, underground utilities.

Policy Recommendation
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Evacuation
Policy Recommendation
Consider placing permanent generators at rest stops or repositioning generators at key rest areas.
Initial Policy/Question List
Provided to Select Committee
Consider directing the Division of Emergency Management to establish a system of providing food,
water and other necessities on major roadways at rest stops and weigh stations.
Consider utilizing closed weigh and agriculture stations as comfort stations or locations for drivers to
pull off the road when running low on gas.
Evaluate the benefits of improving the shoulders of key roads on southbound lanes to facilitate
reentry after an evacuation. Northbound shoulders are evacuation ready whereas southbound
shoulders are not reentry ready.
Consider providing for penalties for nursing homes that fail to evacuate.
Michael D. Wanchick, St. Johns
County Administrator
Improve early communication with and involvement of local officials in the Department of
David Casto, Director of Sumter
Transportation’s pre-event planning.
County Emergency Management
Kathryn Hyer, Phd, MPP, Director Strongly suggest considering nuanced “partial evacuation” of sickest patients in nursing homes most
likely to evacuate (dialysis).
of the USF Center on Aging
If citizens’ evacuation plans were approached from a whole community angle, with all agencies who
Sally Bishop, Director, Pinellas
provide
home and community based services such as transportation, feeding and medical care
County Emergency Management
working to ensure they have helped the client develop a viable plan, and then being prepared
themselves to deliver their services during an emergency to assist implementing and supporting those
citizens plans to the fullest extent possible, this would greatly assist in ensuring the safety of the
clients and assisting government with the critical ‘every day’ support services and staff needed for
the client’s care - during an emergency.
Finding those opportunities within State mandated or controlled processes such as drivers’ licenses,
automobile tags, voting or Medicare covered services that would become the starting point for
emergency plan development by requiring the citizen to ‘register’ the basics of their emergency plan.
The State should consider alternative strategies such as reverse traffic on southbound traffic lanes or
Miami-Dade County
the use of shoulders during a mandatory evacuation that impacts Monroe and Miami-Dade County.
Commissioner Daniella Levine
Cava
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Consider alternative approaches to ensure adequate supplies of gasoline are available to meet
demand during a disaster, including the merits of establishing a Florida petroleum reserve.
Evaluate existing processes used to prioritize the restoration of electric service, and consider policies
to ensure the needs of the most vulnerable are addressed, including individuals in facilities and at
home.
Determine if avoidable impediments hampered the movement of utility trucks and other emergency
response vehicles, and consider providing a right of way and escorts as necessary to reach affected
locations.
Consider modifying the 811 (call before you dig) system to better address facility location in
extraordinary circumstances.
Recommend reexamining price control legislation as it relates to petroleum products.
Dave Mica, Executive Director of
the Florida Petroleum Council
Michael Rubin, Vice President for Recommend local county/city continuity of operations and resumption of business plans include a
hardening of critical infrastructure at their seaport – especially ports with fuel distribution terminals.
Governmental Affairs, Florida
This critical infrastructure should include a review and hardening of power, water and
Ports Council
telecommunication functions. Further, if state or federal emergency response funds are necessary, we
recommend allocated funding for identified “hardening projects” in continuity of operations and
resumption of business plans. We further recommend state and local emergency response plans
include protocols for prioritizing the restoration of water, electrical and telecommunication functions
at seaports with fuel distribution terminals.
Recommend the creation of a state maritime heavy weather protocol plan with staffing by the Florida
Ports Council (FPC) at the state emergency operations center during the declaration of an emergency
by the Governor involving Florida seaports.
Recommend the purchase of additional survey vessels for the U.S. Army Corps and/or NOAA to
deploy around the country. We also recommend funds be allocated to seaports with critical fuel and
other cargo distribution facilities to purchase a fully equipped survey vessel and provide for training
of personnel to conduct the surveys. A fully equipped survey vessel will cost approximately
$260,000.
Recommend that the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission work with the U.S. Coast
Guard to determine if the mooring prohibitions contained in Chapter 327 are adequate to prevent
disabled vessels from blocking navigable waterways after a hurricane. We also recommend
enforcement capabilities of anchoring and mooring prohibitions contained in Chapter 327 be
increased. Local and state law enforcement agencies with waterside authority must have the ability to
help remove unlawfully moored vessels once the COTP has set condition Whiskey (72 hours prior to
gale force winds) at the seaport.
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Recommend a review and development of communication protocols by state and local emergency
response centers to provide a method to communicate with drivers distributing fuel and other
emergency cargo from our seaports.
Gauges vital for emergency situations will cost approximately $117,000 for equipment installation
and $27,000 in recurring annual maintenance costs. The federal government should determine what
coastal areas of Florida are not adequately covered and fund the installation and recurring
maintenance of these sensor systems, including the addition of PORTS systems in other large Florida
seaports.
Increased law enforcement and perhaps National Guard presence can protect facilities where fuel and
Ned Bowman, Executive Director
other necessary resources are sold.
of the Florida Petroleum
Marketers and Convenience Store
Association (FPMA)
Often during a storm, cell towers and servers are affected. The most efficient means of
communication is by text. Enhanced methods for “text blasts” should be evaluated.
Identifying and continuously updating lists of facilities with emergency generators requiring fuel
should be maintained so that FPMA can direct its members to ensure that these facilities have an
adequate fuel supply. It is essential to know the type of fuel needed and the generator burn rate to
ensure proper deliveries.
Priority should be given to ports and distribution centers in restoring power so that fuel distribution
can begin as soon as possible.
Develop a strategy for increasing the number of loading racks at terminals.
Develop a strategy to construct petroleum distribution centers to avoid “bottle necks.” Suggested
locations include Clewiston, Ocala/Gainesville/Turnpike, Lake City and Chiefland.
Kathryn Hyer, Phd, MPP, Director Emergency Management should prioritize nursing homes and large assisted livings for power
restoration. AL must register as licensed facilities.
of the USF Center on Aging
Supports a tiered electric power restoration strategy that prioritizes nursing homes and assisted living
Doreen Barker, Associate State
facilities the same as hospitals.
Director of Advocacy, AARP
Group homes have to be on the priority list along with other services for power restoration. Many
Deborah Linton, CEO,The Arc of
group homes serve individuals who are medically fragile and it is necessary to have the power
Florida
restored for their health and safety. Lack of power is the number 1 issue listed as the major safety
issue after the storm. (94% of the respondents stated that their facilities would have been safe to
return to or stay in if they had had power.)
Mandate that a consumer purchasing a generator must also purchase a CO detector.
Kevin J. Byrne, State Legislative
Liaison, FL State Association of
Letter Carriers
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Determine the adequacy of current shelters, and consider providing additional funding for schools
and universities to provide hurricane shelter facilities.
Evaluate the adequacy of special needs shelters, and consider establishing tiers of facilities to handle
the most fragile, using nursing homes, rehabilitation center and hospital beds.
For those in government-funded health care programs, consider:

Policy Recommendation

Appendix 5: Summary of Recommendations Presented to the Select Committee on Hurricane Response and Preparedness
Require that manufacturers of generators sold in Florida include a CO detector with the generator.
Have the state issue a rebate in the form of a voucher upon receipt of proof of purchase of a CO
detector along with a generator.
Have the manufacturer of a generator issue a rebate in the form of a voucher upon receipt of proof of
purchase of a CO detector along with a generator.
State agency requirements and deadlines that would likely be impacted by power outages, storm
damage, curfews, and travel restrictions should be identified so that they may be addressed by the
Governor’s Executive Order.
Every county should determine how much fuel it needs to operate generators needed for critical
Representative Rommel
infrastructure and first responders for the first 72 hours following the event. Counties should either
build and maintain fuel depots, or create agreements with current fuel depots. If current depots need
additional land to build larger storage facilities, counties could donate land leases, have depots built
(maybe split cost), and allow facilities to use the depots when the county is not in a state of
emergency. Counties should require that a minimum amount of fuel be maintained at all fuel depots
during high threat times. Once a state of emergency has been declared, the county would take over
distribution of the fuel, and then reimburse the depot for fuel used.
The state and counties need to evaluate how they spend money on landscaping of center medians,
sidewalks, etc. As a State, if we come up with standards that protect the public and the State’s
infrastructure, but counties still want to plant trees that are known to cause harm or are not properly
maintained because residents like the lushness, those counties risk losing any State reimbursement,
post-storm.
A plan should be developed that provides for the cellular companies to push information through
texting and/or amber type alerts. Frequent radio updates would also be helpful.
There must be better coordination between federal, state and local officials to get gas down to South
Miami-Dade County
Florida prior to a hurricane and after a storm.
Commissioner Daniella Levine
Cava
Prioritizing Schools serving as shelters for restoration of electricity, Fuel and water
Duval County Schools
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Appendix 5: Summary of Recommendations Presented to the Select Committee on Hurricane Response and Preparedness
 Requiring Medicaid plans to use care managers to determine whether individuals need help
and find them a place to shelter.
 Requiring coverage for facility admissions when no other qualified shelter is available.
 Requiring Medicaid plans to have emergency operation plans, documenting how they will
provide these services, and proving contract relationships with facilities. (Meeting #3)
Determine the adequacy of communications about and the availability of pet shelters, and consider
means to improve communication and the merits of requiring a standard population-based minimum
number of pet shelters or ratio of pet and non-pet shelters.
The Department of Health does not employ all nurses necessary to adequately staff special needs
State Surgeon General and
shelters. Any entity receiving state funding should participate as partners. Require other state and
Secretary of Health, Dr. Celeste
federally funded health care entities to provide shelter staffing.
Philip
Require government-funded contract service providers at the local level to assist clients with
Sally Bishop, Director, Pinellas
preparation as well as be prepared to respond with their staff and other support resources in
County Emergency Management
coordination with Emergency Management departments (local and State).
Encourage state funded universities and colleges to build with sheltering in mind via the design and
permitting process. Whether they have shelter facilities or not, they may have medical programs
with the human resources most needed for shelter staffing.
Pursue opportunities with Charter Schools that accept public funding to serve as additional shelters.
If the funding is provided ahead of new construction, there exists the ability to ensure they are built
to public school standards for shelter.
The Department of Health should develop contracts, coordinate with other State agencies delivering
community based contract services that receive any government funding, and develop community
business support. Having the regulatory and financial tools to bring the community based and wrap
around services into emergency operations would go a long way to meeting the challenges.
The use of government-funded health care programs to help educate and develop preparedness plans
with clients, across all agencies providing client services either through contract or direct services,
would ensure wrap around service providers and their clients are educated and prepared. The Florida
Division of Emergency Management is currently assigned public information & education for
emergencies in statute.
Providing coverage for healthcare facility admissions, when no other qualified shelter is available,
would provide a valuable tool for the Department of Health and local emergency management in the
provision of shelter for medically complex evacuees. Asking healthcare facilities to ‘shelter’
evacuees with issues surpassing a special needs shelter capability, rather than be able to admit them,
leaves a large grey area where liability issues loom large and serve as a deterrent to facilities willing
and able to participate.
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Transportation companies that provide ‘sunny day’ transportation to the community for various
reasons, especially through government funded programs, are another wrap around service to be
considered in regulation or finances to ensure adequate resources are available.
Home health organizations and suppliers who receive government funds should be required to offer
staffing and equipment to the Department of Health and local governments for use in shelters.
Another source of shelter staffing could be nursing schools receiving state financial contributions.
Usually after the first semester, nursing students meet the rules to take the certified nursing assistant
examination allowing them to provide basic and custodial care.
If state funded colleges and universities with nursing programs could be enhanced with appropriate
facilities to serve as shelters, it would provide another possible resource for sheltering and caring for
special needs citizens. The nursing programs have required lab and clinic hours and this community
need could be incorporated into those requirements, with students providing care under the direction
of their nursing instructors.
If citizens’ evacuation plans were approached from a whole community angle, with all agencies who
provide home and community based services such as transportation, feeding and medical care
working to ensure they have helped the client develop a viable plan, and then being prepared
themselves to deliver their services during an emergency to assist implementing and supporting those
citizens plans to the fullest extent possible, this would greatly assist in ensuring the safety of the
clients and assisting government with the critical ‘every day’ support services and staff needed for
the client’s care - during an emergency.
Explore making state mandated or controlled processes such as drivers’ licenses, automobile tags,
voting or Medicare covered services the starting point for emergency plan development by requiring
the citizen to ‘register’ the basics of their emergency plan.
The Special Needs Registration Program is an expensive tool not used by choice by a large number
of counties. Registration is the simple first step in a complex program, involving many agencies, and
delivered 67 different ways based on a county’s resources and capabilities. The State program is not
used by larger counties who have developed their program over the 30+ years the special needs
statute requirement has existed. The state program actually causes us extra work to take the initial
information from that system and fully register citizens in ours. In the approximately 2 years it has
been in existence, our large, densely populated county has received 38 registrations.
Recommend creating a public records exemption for shelter data and damage assessment data.
Recommend utilizing state agency staff to fill staffing inadequacies in shelters.
Steven Lerner, Senior Planner,
Seminole County Office of
Emergency Management
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Appendix 5: Summary of Recommendations Presented to the Select Committee on Hurricane Response and Preparedness
Increase state funding for school retrofit program and for generators, including use of CAT
mitigation funds.
Recommend the state provide more assistance with training at the local level.
Michael D. Wanchick, St. Johns
County Administrator
Assisted living facilities dropped patients off at shelters without records and without providing
assistance. Facility comprehensive emergency management plans are not enforced.
We need to strengthen the relationship and communication between the area agencies on aging
Randy Hunt, President & CEO of
(AAAs), local EOCs, FEMA, and United Way, on the needs of the “home-bound elderly” before and
Senior Resource Alliance
after a storm.
We need to ensure operable communications technology exists between AAAs and service providers
through access to satellite phones or other technology to coordinate post storm response.
We need a statewide, standardized telephony system/contact center technology and capability to
transfer the Elder Help Line to DOEA or to a hardened, state facility to ensure continuity of help line
operations.
AAAs need immediate access to an emergency/reserve fund to purchase meals, oxygen, medication,
incontinence supplies for seniors impacted by the storm.
Current state Disaster Preparation and Response Policy Manuals, including roles and responsibilities
for AAAs and providers serving seniors are outdated and should be reviewed and updated.
For example, AAA staff are not first responders and are not trained social workers or medical staff –
we cannot provide direct care in a special needs shelter or provide door to door assistance following
a disaster.
Align AAA disaster responsibilities with AAA organizational capabilities. One-half of AAA staffing
resources are funded by Medicaid administrative funds – these staff were prohibited (ineligible for
reimbursement) from performing any disaster-related recovery activity by Federal CMS despite
AHCA’s request to do so. This would have put 114 AAA staff on the front lines of recovery activity.
Create a master list of Key Personnel allowed to return to a disaster area post-storm. Include AAA
staff on the list, like Information & Referral Hotline counselors, who could work in local EOCs and
Recovery Centers immediately. Allow our staff priority return privileges and our expert I&R
Specialists can immediately begin taking calls and requests for assistance.
Centralized sheltering should be pursued instead of hardening individual group homes.
Mark Barry, The Arc Nature
Coast, Executive Director
Special needs shelters need to open sooner and we need more of them. It is extremely stressful to
Deborah Linton, CEO,The Arc of
have the individuals served in these programs stuck in hours and hours of traffic trying to get to a
Florida
shelter once everyone else is evacuating.
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Appendix 5: Summary of Recommendations Presented to the Select Committee on Hurricane Response and Preparedness
Florida needs more congregate special needs shelters. While many of the local school districts have
stepped in to shelter individuals, our experience has also been that the school districts are under
pressure to hurry to re-open schools after a storm. One of our shelters ended up taking some of those
displaced by the closing of the county school special needs shelter, as we could keep our shelters
open longer. Our Adult Day Training facilities could be hardened or strategically located to become
special needs shelters.
All state agencies should be reviewed for employees who might be deployed during a storm. Special
needs shelters could use more nurses and Certified Behavior Analysts to work alongside us in the
local shelters.
Group homes have to be on the priority list along with other services for power restoration. Many
group homes serve individuals who are medically fragile and it is necessary to have the power
restored for their health and safety. Lack of power is the number 1 issue listed as the major safety
issue after the storm. (94% of the respondents stated that their facilities would have been safe to
return to or stay in if they had had power.)
During the preparation period, the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) and the Agency
for Persons with Disabilities (APD) should go ahead and waive certain standards, such as staffing
ratios. If providers have to wait to see what will or won't be paid from state funders, planning and
preparation becomes much more difficult.
State agencies such as APD and social workers (waiver support coordinators) should streamline their
contacts with provider agencies who actually shelter individuals during storms. We are unable to
make multiple calls which are meant to “just check” on people. One point of contact, not multiple, is
necessary for those on the frontlines.
Staff working in APD licensed facilities need clearance by local emergency management to get to
their work destinations during curfews and other travel-restricted times. This is necessary to protect
the people we serve.
While portable generators are required for APD licensed facilities, they do not power air
conditioning. Florida will have to come up with a plan to fund generators that can power air
conditioners as well as appliances. This will be an expensive endeavor.
Support Coordination Association of Florida Recommendation:
SCAF believes that the existing tool and format APD Disaster Plan should be amended to be more
practical in chaotic extreme events and, further, that it be required that the Disaster Plan be included
in the Support Plan of all iBudget Waiver consumers. This is an essential informational tool that will
be used for sharing consumer plans and safety supports with support systems during extreme events.
SCAF stands ready to assist key players in the development of an upgraded Disaster Plan.
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Appendix 5: Summary of Recommendations Presented to the Select Committee on Hurricane Response and Preparedness
The Arc of Florida would be supportive of an effort to establish a short-term special needs task force
to review the implementation of varying emergency management issues amongst the differing
populations.
Recommend creation of a task force to examine elements of the State Comprehensive Emergency
Joe DiDomenico, CEO of the
Plan related to special needs populations and to recommend improvements to the plan moving
Disability Achievement Center
forward.
Recommend creation of a task force to examine elements of the State Comprehensive Emergency
Dr. Brenda Pierce, Florida
Plan related to special needs populations and to recommend improvements to the plan moving
Association of Centers for
forward.
Independent Living
Information regarding shelters needs to be made available several days before the storm so proper
Representative Rommel
arrangements can be made by those who will be seeking shelter. In addition, information regarding
which shelters will accept pets needs to be made public sooner. Many people who need/should seek
the safety of a shelter will not do so if they must leave their pets(s) behind.
Due to the significant needs of individuals with developmental disabilities, specific shelters should
Florida Agency for Persons with
be established that are designed to serve the unique needs of APD consumers and others with similar
Disabilities
developmental disabilities.
Education should be provided to operators of general population and special needs shelters on
accommodations needed for individuals with disabilities. Conversely, APD and the other state
agencies who serve vulnerable populations should receive guidance and information from ESF 8
(Health and Medical: Department of Health) and ESF 6 (Mass Care: Department of Business and
Professional Regulations) organizations about shelters. This information could then be shared with
the consumers of each agency.
Those with special needs should be grouped together in every shelter and sectioned off.
Alzheimer’s Community Care
Air conditioning must be provided in every special needs shelter.
Training for EMTs, as well as all shelter personnel, on behavioral management techniques on the
needs of caregivers and patients coping with the high anxiety that is relevant in situations such as a
hurricane.
Require the state comprehensive emergency management plan to include specific planning for people
Florida Association of District
with mental illness and homeless individuals. The plan must provide for the safe transfer of persons
School Superintendents
with special needs, people with mental illness and homeless individuals after a disaster.
Statewide public awareness programs must include information on shelters and indicate the types of
shelters available such as special need shelters and shelters that will accept pets. The requirements
for sheltering individuals with service animals should be expanded to include comfort pets.
Require the Division of Emergency Management, in coordination with each local emergency
management agency, to maintain a registry with each homeless shelter and homeless service provider
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Appendix 5: Summary of Recommendations Presented to the Select Committee on Hurricane Response and Preparedness
to determine the approximate number of homeless individuals that could need assistance during
evacuations and sheltering and any additional needs that may be necessary.
Authorize persons with a comfort animal to also be allowed to bring his or her animal to a shelter
serving persons with special needs. A “comfort animal” could be defined as an animal, other than a
pet or a service animal, which provides emotional support to help improve the physical, social,
emotional, and cognitive conditions of an individual.
Require the Division of Emergency Management to develop information and inform the public
regarding the sheltering of pets, service animals and comfort animals at shelters. Provides that
materials may be distributed at veterinary offices, animal shelters, humane organizations and other
appropriate locations.
Ensure that at least one person staffing the shelter has emergency medical training. At our shelters,
Iraida R. Mendez-Cartaya,
Associate Superintendent, Miami- one woman went into labor, many individuals were need of medical treatment, and a gentleman had
cardiac arrest.
Dade County Public Schools
Provide emergency radios or other communication emergency communication devices, including the
potential use of satellite phones for voice/data and emergency voice over I.P. systems for schools
during the storm recovery period.
Provide generators for schools that serve as shelters.
Expand the number of available shelters by identifying additional sites that include charter schools,
community colleges, and universities.
Better communication during Statewide or Regional Natural disasters
Duval County Schools
Prioritizing Schools serving as shelters for restoration of electricity, Fuel and water
Additional funding for generators to support schools and their routine maintenance
Allocate funding for cots, crates and blankets
-Red Cross supplies were limited due to Hurricane Harvey
Other sheltering options once school reopen but citizens cannot return home.
Support state medical staffing, including nurses, CNAs, mental health professionals and medical
Palm Beach County Legislative
administration at shelters
Affairs Department, Rebecca
DeLaRosa, Legislative Affairs
Director
Support funding for cots/mats for all shelters. Cots cost between $60-$200/unit; sleeping mats cost
between $50-$100/unit.
Local government reimbursement for the purchase and rental of generators for high priority
infrastructure, including school shelters.
Florida Coalition Against Domestic Because survivors of domestic violence and their children are exposed to (sometimes fatal)
retribution from their abusers if evacuated to public designated hurricane shelters, Florida’s
Violence
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Develop strategies to assist and support essential personnel including health professionals and other
caregivers to continue working during evacuations and other declared emergencies.
Evaluate the adequacy of emergency management planning by nursing homes, hospices, assisted
living facilities, and group homes, and consider policies to improve such planning.
Assess and strengthen current regulations for health care and residential facilities to have generators
and maintain service capabilities.
Evaluate whether curfew orders allow critical medical personnel to travel to and from work, and
consider other strategies for maintaining essential staffing while allowing some regulatory flexibility
during evacuations.
Evaluate the adequacy of emergency management planning by nursing homes, hospices, assisted
living facilities, and group homes, and consider policies to improve such planning.
Assess and strengthen current regulations for health care and residential facilities to have generators
and maintain service capabilities.
Evaluate whether curfew orders allow critical medical personnel to travel to and from work, and
consider other strategies for maintaining essential staffing while allowing some regulatory flexibility
during evacuations.
Consider expanding access to telehealth (within and outside of Florida) as a means of ensuring
adequate access to health services.
Evaluate the adequacy of public information addressing refills and temporary supplies of prescription
drugs, and consider requiring pharmacies to use their patient communication systems to provide
information.
Consider financial supports for essential health care providers, including mental health providers, to
ease hurricane-related cash flow problems and support continuous access to care.
Repetitive loss of property due to storms and rebuilding in the same location is a problem. Location
of nursing homes in vulnerable locations creates problems.
It would be helpful to review the various agency/department statutory assignments, the rules and
processes developed for implementation, and the required coordination with other agencies/entities,

Policy Recommendation

Appendix 5: Summary of Recommendations Presented to the Select Committee on Hurricane Response and Preparedness
confidentially-located certified domestic violence centers have been hardened to provide shelter-inplace. The Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence is requesting nonrecurring funds in the
amount of $1,457,309 to draw a 75-percent match in federal funds through a Victims of Crime Act
grant through the Office of the Attorney General to install generators at Florida’s 42 centers
statewide.
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Appendix 5: Summary of Recommendations Presented to the Select Committee on Hurricane Response and Preparedness
to identify gaps that may be responsible for emergency response issues. As a primary example – the
Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) is the licensing body for healthcare facilities but the
Department of Health (DOH) is responsible for managing them during an emergency. AHCA has
the knowledge and understanding of the facilities and DOH does not, and has little to no contact with
them on a regular basis except possibly hospitals.
The new emergency rule regarding generators and its requirements for air-conditioned space needs to
be ‘mitigated’ by providing additional time for implementation, and thoroughly thought out for
unintended consequences. Currently it is keeping facilities from being able to shelter other
evacuating facilities, and is likely to discourage them from accepting special needs evacuees from the
community. We are already hearing of agreements between evacuating and sheltering facilities
being cancelled, which will leave evacuating healthcare facilities with no like-facility to evacuate to.
All emergency managers in want the healthcare facilities to be able to generate power and cooling,
but we also need them to be able to shelter other like facilities.
AHCA and DOH need adequate staff to manage facilities during emergencies, and a system for selfreporting that is not reliant on power and internet failure. DOH should be required to work with
AHCA on developing a greater understanding of the facilities and their needs and develop a process
for working together to meet those needs during an emergency. Currently the county government I
left to manage what those State agencies are unprepared to handle and we have less staff than the
State agencies.
Currently it appears the regulating agencies for healthcare do not enforce the regulations adequately.
I have no awareness of any consequences to a facility whose plan fails, and they either turn to the
local government for solutions, or show up in a public shelter, or worse – stay in a vulnerable
location. My recommendation would be to ensure AHCA, during their licensing survey process, puts
special emphasis on emergency plans and the CMS required training and exercises. In addition,
there should be a process for strong and definite consequences to licensed facilities who fail to
execute their plan, or who deviate from that plan without coordinating with the County Emergency
Operations Center (EOC) Health & Medical desk. Without strong enforcement, there will be no
motivation for facilities to develop viable plans, and all the legislation and plan review work will be
for naught.
Another issue of concern with the healthcare facilities is the reporting system established as a tool for
facilities to report their status. The newest system, FL Health Stat, was newly implemented prior to
Irma and did not work, causing the need for Pinellas to call nearly 300 facilities on a daily basis. I
would recommend that in fixing the issues with the online tool, DOH look at how the system can be
tied to systems used by the State and Counties, such as WebEOC, for better integration and
situational awareness by more agencies. I would also strongly recommend development of a back-up
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Appendix 5: Summary of Recommendations Presented to the Select Committee on Hurricane Response and Preparedness
system or process for facility reporting that does not require power and the internet, but that can be
done through a verbal tool such as radio communication or satellite phone. The physical task of
calling all the healthcare facilities in our county was something DOH was not prepared for and
county staff had to resolve in order to ensure we knew what their status was and could respond
accordingly.
With various State agencies involved in the rule development, licensing, and plan reviews my
recommendation would be that the State Division of Emergency Management (DEM) serve as a
facilitator and technical resource to the other agencies where rules and criteria are being developed
that directly impact local emergency management. While the practical experience of managing
special needs and the healthcare facilities falls at the county level, State DEM has access to county
expertise through working groups, our professional association, and a willing group of Emergency
Managers who have a very vested interest in getting it right where the rules and the plans are
involved, and avoiding unintended consequences.
Ensure funding for mental health includes service delivery during emergencies, realistically through
contracting rather than full time staff, to support the community at large and sheltering operations.
Kathryn Hyer, Phd, MPP, Director Generators and fuel should be required for NHs & ALs to allow safe sheltering in place
Emergency Management systems must be better integrated with AHCA at local level
of the USF Center on Aging
Given costs of evacuation, long-term solution to not build NHs in Flood Zone A or near flood water
and “harden” those already there.
Emergency Management systems must be better integrated with AHCA at local level.
Quality of care requires sufficient staff and ongoing training of staff. Disaster preparedness funding
for training dried up by 2010.
Emergency plans should be public documents, thoughtfully reviewed, AND practices reported.
Consider requiring routine disaster drills similar to fire drills.
Emergency Management should prioritize NHs and large assisted livings for power restoration. AL
must register as licensed facilities.
Litigation protection is warranted for facilities appropriately sheltering in place
Plans should address staffing requirements as emergency conditions continue for long periods.
Als require far more scrutiny and EOC/AHCA oversight. Little is known about AL Comprehensive
Emergency Management Plans (CEMP) and there may be inadequate sanctions; the cost of review
and adherence is not trivial.
Support the Governor’s emergency power rules for nursing homes and assisted living facilities and
Doreen Barker, Associate State
recommend the legislature codify these rules into statute.
Director of Advocacy, AARP
Supports a tiered electric power restoration strategy that prioritizes nursing homes and assisted living
facilities the same as hospitals.
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139 Bob Asztalos, Chief Lobbyist,
Florida Health Care Association (FHCA) supports the Emergency Power Plan Rules (Requiring
Generators) with the following modifications:
Florida Health Care Association
 Require that nursing centers and ALFs have generators to ensure cooling in sufficient areas of
their centers to maintain patient safety. Compliance can be met through any combination of
existing generators or acquisition or rental of new or supplemental power supplies, including
transportable units.
 Change the ambient temperature from 80 degrees to 81 degrees to be consistent with federal
regulations.
 Maintain the 96 hours of fuel either onsite or through delivery arrangements. Currently, 72hours of fuel and the associated storage area is the general standard for building codes and
zoning laws, as well as professional practice. Zoning requirements in many areas, particularly
residential, become stringent beyond this limit. Centers must demonstrate a delivery contract
for any period beyond 72 hours.
 Add language to the rules that ensures facilities implement resident-focused procedures.
Ensure that: a) residents do not experience complications from heat exposure, and b) the
center has a plan to transport residents to a safe facility if the facility can no longer meet the
requirements of the rule (i.e. the generator breaks).
 Within two business days of plan approval, nursing centers and ALFs must begin the
regulatory approval process to install the necessary generator. The Agency for Health Care
Administration (AHCA) / Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) shall monitor the process to
ensure there are no unnecessary delays.
 Require that approval of the center’s plan, not the actual plan, be posted on the local
emergency management website.
 The State Fire Marshal shall only conduct an inspection of the center if the center installs a
new generator.
140
Consider funding these improvements. Two-thirds of nursing center residents rely on Medicaid to
pay for their long-term care and services. The average cost of installing a generator in a 120-bed
nursing center is $350,000, including the electrical, fuel storage, permitting and compliance costs.
That equates to $230 million for the 658
Medicaid nursing centers.
141 Susan Anderson, Vice President of Support the installation of generator(s) to support cooling an area in the building or on the
community campus for resident safety and comfort during a power outage. Cooling devises may
Public Policy, Florida Argentum
include partial-building HVAC, portable cooling units, spot coolers, and similar devices.
Temperatures in the area of safe refuge should be maintained consistent with the current
requirements in the Florida Building Code, which states inside temperatures must be maintained
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Policy Recommendation
Consider allowing agricultural lands that sit fallow or otherwise become non-income producing
following a disaster, to continue to be classified as agricultural and maintain a minimal property tax
assessment for a specific time period.
There are several taxes, that if reduced would provide considerable relief:
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between 81 and 85 degrees based on whether it is night or day and whether the outside temperature is
above of below 90 degreees.
Support for safety reasons, allowing communities to store 72 hours or less of non-gasoline fuel
onsite, allowing communities to use piped-in natural gas with no onsite storage requirement, and
developing separate requirements concerning the use of gasoline generators for communities with 16
beds or less.
Support allowing facilities to contract with a company that is able to timely supply an emergency
power source or supply of fuel when requested by the facility.
Support adding assisted living facilities with a licensed capacity of at least 50 residents to the priority
list for power restoration after a natural disaster or other emergency. While almost 2/3 of
communities are 16 beds or less, those communities represent less than 15% of the bed capacity.
Support a community’s decision to evacuate residents during an emergency as necessary to maintain
the health, safety and welfare of residents.
Support allowing communities to host evacuees from other assisted living communities without fear
of not meeting a certain square footage per person requirement.
Support allowing the state to preempt local regulations for providing and maintaining emergency
power sources, to eliminate confusion and inconsistency at local levels.
Support state requirement for nursing homes, assisted living facilities, and group homes to have
Palm Beach County Legislative
generator(s) – and the fuel to run them – that run entire center including air conditioning.
Affairs Department, Rebecca
DeLaRosa, Legislative Affairs
Director
Support state funded positions to monitor adherence to emergency evacuation for nursing homes,
assisted living facilities, and group homes, and penalties in statute for non-compliance.
Amend statutes to allow the Governor’s executive order declaring a state of emergency to give
Mayo Clinic
greater flexibility to the Department of Health to allow providers from other states to assist in storm
response and recovery, either in person or through telehealth. This would reduce the need for the
Governor to issue a supplemental executive order during the storm or recovery efforts.
Amend s. 465.0275, F.S., to clarify that residents of other states who may be in Florida for their
medical care during a storm also are covered under the prescription refill authorization.
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Appendix 5: Summary of Recommendations Presented to the Select Committee on Hurricane Response and Preparedness
 Sales tax exemption for materials used to repair or replace damaged fences or structures.
 Tax exemption for fuel used in agricultural production or transportation during an emergency
declaration as well as a recovery period.
 Reduction in Tangible Personal Property Tax for equipment affected by the disaster.
Loan programs can be very beneficial as farms struggle with cash flow after a disaster:
 Governor Scott has announced a short-term loan program for the citrus growers. A program
like this would also be helpful to other sectors as well.
 Section 570.82, F.S. - Agricultural Economic Development Program Disaster Loans--this
program currently exists in statute. It provides for loans to farms less than 300 acres and
currently has no funding. This program or one like it could be beneficial if funded and
eligibility expanded.
Overweight Permits were granted for hauling agricultural products leading up to and after the storm.
While this was very helpful, we feel like a longer-term permit would be much more beneficial than
the two week permits that were granted. Many farms are still recovering and transporting products
months after the storm. We would recommend a longer-term emergency permit and removal of the
requirement for a physical permit.
Debris removal creates challenges in all areas. Agriculture faces specific issues in areas where local
authorities have jurisdiction over burning and will not allow agriculture waste to go to landfills. We
recommend a general preemption of local burning jurisdiction during an emergency. This would
allow farms to have consistency in their ability to burn through the authority of the Division of
Forestry.
The State Agricultural Response Team (SART) is a multi-agency coordination group consisting of
governmental and private entities dedicated to strengthening all-hazard disaster capabilities through
partnerships. This group provided considerable support, but could be formalized, improved and
adequately funded.
Assist with efforts to secure post disaster supplemental funding from the U.S. Congress for Florida
Florida Citrus Mutual
agriculture.
Appropriate CRDF research dollars with funding for expanded field trials.
Continue to fund the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services’ BMP program.
Fully fund the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services’ Citrus Inspection Trust Fund.
Support the Florida Department of Citrus’ marketing programs.
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Policy Recommendation
Consider prioritizing the expenditure of affordable housing funds on replacing and repairing
affordable housing lost or damaged during a disaster.

Appendix 5: Summary of Recommendations Presented to the Select Committee on Hurricane Response and Preparedness
Consider exempting displaced Florida residents and recovery workers from tourist development
Initial Policy/Question List
taxes and other taxes currently assessed on hotel stays.
Provided to Select Committee
Consider creating a temporary tax holiday (exemption or credit) for all construction supplies
following declared disasters.
Consider providing an additional disaster preparedness tax holiday tied to hurricane watch/warning.
Consider allowing agricultural lands that sit fallow or otherwise become non-income producing
following a disaster, to continue to be classified as agricultural and maintain a minimal property tax
assessment for a specific time period.
There are several taxes, that if reduced would provide considerable relief:
Florida Ag Coalition
 Sales tax exemption for materials used to repair or replace damaged fences or structures.
 Tax exemption for fuel used in agricultural production or transportation during an emergency
declaration as well as a recovery period.
 Reduction in Tangible Personal Property Tax for equipment affected by the disaster.
During a state of emergency, government agencies cannot hold public meetings regarding budgets.
Representative Rommel
Can a mechanism be created that will permit the counties to go back and re-evaluate their budgets,
allowing the counties to move dollars into areas of recovery and future storm protection? It would be
a protection for resident from counties wanting to raise taxes, as it would just be redirecting dollars to
more critical areas.
Provide clarity on the criteria used to recommend federal disaster declarations.
Palm Beach County Legislative
Affairs Department, Rebecca
DeLaRosa, Legislative Affairs
Director
Support Division of Emergency Management agency request & Governor’s budget recommendations
Trust for Public Lands
to provide planning & design funds for small counties that have been identified with critical
Emergency Operations Center needs. ($1.8 million)
Support Division of Emergency Management agency request & Governor’s budget recommendations
to provide capital outlay funds for the construction of critical Emergency Operations Center needs.
($3.0 million)
Support funding for emergency management and preparedness readiness for colleges and universities
impacted greatest by Hurricane Irma or that provide operational uses of facilities during a natural
disaster.
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Evaluate alternative approaches to avoid or reduce flooding, including methods to remove excess
water when traditional storm water systems are overwhelmed.
Enhanced funding for beach restoration and nourishment to protect property and people.
State funding priority for Irma-impacted beaches should be given to existing beach management
(restoration, nourishment, and inlet sand management) projects that leverage federal cost-sharing.

Support legislation authorizing local governments increased flexibility to use local funds for land
acquisition and construction of affordable and workforce housing.
Support funding for homeless and transitional housing targeting areas impacted the greatest from
immigration due to Hurricane Irma.
A faster response to mobilize programs available to post storm victims such as Food for Florida (DSNAP) and mobile housing units for displaced residents with home damage is needed.
Policy Recommendation

Appendix 5: Summary of Recommendations Presented to the Select Committee on Hurricane Response and Preparedness
To facilitate reconstruction, develop policy options to expedite permitting processes, and consider
extending existing permit deadlines and reducing or waiving permit fees.
Consider reforms to construction law that will expedite reconstruction, including changes to
construction licensing regulations. Also consider changes to the construction lien law to protect
homeowners from double paying for construction if the construction is paid directly by the
homeowner.
We are seeing now, particularly in Southwest Florida, the need for Housing for seniors whose homes
Randy Hunt, President & CEO of
(many mobile homes) were flooded and destroyed by Irma. The impact of evacuees from Puerto
Senior Resource Alliance
Rico is now beginning to impact our remaining AAA and Service Provider resources. These seniors
are arriving with nothing – housing and other service needs, and our waiting list for home care
assistance are certain to grow.
Support establishing a mechanism to temporarily lift prohibitive regulations that prohibit Airbnb
Kenny Montilla, Mobilization
hosts from providing needed temporary housing.
Coordinator for Airbnb
Support Florida Housing Finance Corporation recommendations for distribution of state housing
Trust for Public Lands
dollars through the Hurricane Recovery Program and the Rental Recovery Loan Program, which
target areas impacted the greatest by Hurricane Irma. (Note - Similar to what we did in 2005.
Governor has included a pot in his recommendations at $100 million.)
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Appendix 5: Summary of Recommendations Presented to the Select Committee on Hurricane Response and Preparedness
Encourage all coastal communities to develop storm damage recovery plans and alternative funding
scenarios to address coastal emergencies along critically eroded beaches of the State. The
Department of Environmental Protection should be available to offer guidance, expertise, and
identify other resources. Modest state grants to assist in plan development may be considered,
especially for unprepared communities.
Provide funding assurances for reimbursement of state cost-sharing to local governments who move
forward with emergency response/post-storm beach recovery activities in advance of the next storm
season, but prior to a final Federal or State funding determinations. The Legislature may wish to
consider a mechanism to assure those local governments that expedite sand placement following an
emergency will receive priority consideration for reimbursement from post-hurricane recovery funds
appropriated by the Legislature.
Direct state agencies to initiate and facilitate feasibility and design studies for critically-eroded
segments of beach impacted by recent storm events that are not part of the statewide beach program,
and have a willing local government sponsor. Encourage other coastal stakeholders to reach out and
assist these local coastal communities. Storm recovery funding should be made available to initiate
such studies with the intent of transitioning construction activities to the traditional statewide beach
program.
Expedite state agency permitting of all projects included in the State’s Storm Damage Recovery
Plan, taking into consideration, for prioritizing workload, beach condition, level of damage, and
upland vulnerability. Emphasis must be on preparing for the next hurricane season, which is not
being achieved as evidenced by the lack of major project construction activities, and post-Matthew
funding not being available to beach communities (unless it was local funding) before Irma’s
impact.
Enhance and improve coordination of post-storm data collection efforts and re-examine how poststorm data is shared between Federal (USACE and FEMA) and State (DEP and DEM) agencies, as
well as local coastal governments.
Michael Rubin, Vice President for Recommend that the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission work with the U.S. Coast
Guard to determine if the mooring prohibitions contained in Chapter 327 are adequate to prevent
Governmental Affairs, Florida
disabled vessels from blocking navigable waterways after a hurricane. We also recommend
Ports Council
enforcement capabilities of anchoring and mooring prohibitions contained in Chapter 327 be
increased. Local and state law enforcement agencies with waterside authority must have the ability to
help remove unlawfully moored vessels once the COTP has set condition Whiskey (72 hours prior to
gale force winds) at the seaport.
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Appendix 5: Summary of Recommendations Presented to the Select Committee on Hurricane Response and Preparedness
The FWEAUC supports:
Florida Water Environment
Association Utility Council
 Establishing in the Florida Department of Environmental Protection a statewide voluntary
(FWEAUC)
program for advanced collection system assessment, investment, rehabilitation, and electric
power outage mitigation planning.
 Providing regulatory incentives for utilities to implement the program.
 Allowing financially disadvantaged utilities to apply for grant funds to implement the
program.
Support state funding for Florida Forever and various land acquisition programs that focus on
Trust for Public Land
conservation strategies that provide buffering, drainage and flood mitigation to critical residential
communities and economic hubs.
Recommend prohibiting the owner or operator of a vessel or floating structure from anchoring or
Richard Pinsky, Port of Palm
mooring such that the nearest approach of the anchored or moored vessel or floating structure is
Beach
within 1,500 feet of any federally maintained waterways utilized by a port facility.
If counties negotiate, in advance and in good faith, how can vendors demand higher payments during
Representative Rommel
a state of emergency? Contracts must be enforced and penalties ensued if vendors cannot or refuse to
fulfill their contractual obligations. There should also be time tables established for the removal of
debris based on total cubic yards with penalties for services not delivered in a timely fashion.
Prohibit tree trimming prior to storm as they become dangerous projectiles.
National Waste & Recycling
Association (NWRA) Florida
Chapter
Determine an appropriate time to stop collection in order to get our employees off the street so they
can prepare for the storm and make sure materials in trucks have time to dispose of items (example –
stop service 48 hours prior to storm).
Roll off containers need to be covered prior to storms.
Prioritization of services post storm, i.e. suspend recycling and yard waste to remove municipal solid
waste (MSW) as quickly as possible.
Employees on streets during curfews – create a way for law enforcement to recognize our workers as
“second responders” with special signage; making sure they are in uniform with safety vest.
Florida Department of Transportation – the hours of service limits the overall volume debris removal
on a daily basis. An additional hour per day (until the debris is removed) would be helpful
Amend state emergency procurement rules to ensure equity of services to local governments,
Palm Beach County Legislative
particularly for debris removal.
Affairs Department, Rebecca
DeLaRosa, Legislative Affairs
Director
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Appendix 5: Summary of Recommendations Presented to the Select Committee on Hurricane Response and Preparedness
South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) should invest in the infrastructure of the
Miami-Dade County
primary canal system so that canals can better accommodate potential heavy rainfall and flooding
Commissioner Daniella Levine
and prevent, as much as possible, expected storm surge flooding.
Cava
SFWMD should address the issue of eroded banks of the primary canal system, inadequate
conveyance capacity, and overflow protections as well as investing in emergency power for all flood
gates.
Education
Policy Recommendation
Consider allowing school districts to deduct hurricane days from required days of instruction.
Initial Policy/Question List
Provided to Select Committee
Consider providing additional school readiness funding for care when schools are closed.
Consider authorizing and funding the school readiness program to temporarily serve additional
families in areas where schools are closed for extended periods.
Current law prohibits a salary from being paid to any employee in advance of the work being done.
Florida Association of District
Consider providing that in the event that schools close due to a natural disaster or other emergency,
School Superintendents
employees may be paid for such days so long as the time is made up at a later date in the school year.
Exempt students who arrived from Puerto Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands as a result of a natural
disaster from the definition of an “eligible” student for assessment purposes. The scores of these
students on any assessment would not be included in the grading system.
Provide emergency radios or other communication emergency communication devices, including the
Iraida R. Mendez-Cartaya,
Associate Superintendent, Miami- potential use of satellite phones for voice/data and emergency voice over I.P. systems for schools
during the storm recovery period.
Dade County Public Schools
Provide generators for schools that serve as shelters.
Facilitate the authorization to provide breakfast and lunch for all students at no cost as authorized and
funded by through the National Lunch Program USDA.
Extend the testing window period. This is recommended due to the disparate statewide impact on
school days/instructional minutes. Staff has initiated discussions with the Florida Association of
District School Superintendents (FADSS) and the Florida Department of Education (FLDOE),
regarding the possible need to request modifications to assessment and accountability calendars
based on the best interests of students and teachers.
Recommend some accommodations related to the accountability system due to the loss of
instructional days/minutes and the acceptance of students from Puerto Rico and Texas. In previous
years, accommodations such as holding schools harmless, or stipulating that no school will drop
more than one letter grade, and suspending any sanctions.
Better communication during Statewide or Regional Natural disasters
Duval County Schools
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Appendix 5: Summary of Recommendations Presented to the Select Committee on Hurricane Response and Preparedness
Miscellaneous
Evaluate the performance of Florida’s building code and determine if any changes to the code or
Initial Policy/Questions List
code adoption processes are warranted.
Provided to Select Committee
Evaluate access to emergency management information, and identify ways to improve statewide
information regarding all roads in Florida, shelter availability and location, government closures,
food distribution, gasoline availability, etc.
Review the use of emergency ordinances and curfews and the roles of state, local and federal
authorities, and consider policy changes to ensure consistency and cooperation.
Enhance penalties for looting and other crimes committed during evacuations and declared
emergencies.
Evaluate the need for support for private employers and their employees during evacuation and
declared emergencies.
Consider providing for one-time increase in benefits to enable restocking by those who lose all food
at home during a disaster.
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Evacuation
Initial Policy/Question List
Provided to Select Committee
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Consider directing the Division of Emergency Management to establish a system of providing food,
water and other necessities on major roadways at rest stops and weigh stations.
Consider utilizing closed weigh and agriculture stations as comfort stations or locations for drivers to
pull off the road when running low on gas.
Evaluate the benefits of improving the shoulders of key roads on southbound lanes to facilitate
reentry after an evacuation. Northbound shoulders are evacuation ready whereas southbound
shoulders are not reentry ready.
During evacuations, increased law enforcement presence through the use of mutual aid agreements
with municipal, county and, when necessary, federal law enforcement personnel to aid in increased
presence, traffic control, crowd control, law enforcement response and support of evacuation needs.
Upon a declaration of emergency by the Governor of the State of Florida, tolls should be lifted in
areas of declaration of emergency.
The Division of Emergency Management, in consultation with the Department of Transportation and
the appropriate local emergency management agencies, should develop and implement a real-time,
web-based evacuation route/destination resource tool to assist the public in making informed
decisions relating to the selection of evacuation routes and destinations.
Construct another lane for on and off ramps at exit locations so vehicles may exit and get on easier
and faster.
Open both northbound and southbound lanes of traffic on all highways.
Lease a huge Cruise Ship to evacuate 5000-6000+ people from Key West or other deep harbor in the
Keys that can accommodate it.
Extend the Suncoast Parkway to the Georgia state line. We have discovered that mass evacuations in
preparation for major storms can create major traffic congestion and opportunity for accidents to
occur. The Sunshine Parkway can be another north-south option to be utilized for those who are
evacuating
Update behavior studies for hurricane evacuations. We have not updated these studies since before
Mathew and Hermine, and now we have significantly more data and information.
Provide an education program for residents and businesses on their obligation to have an emergency
plan. Inform and encourage the consideration of shorter evacuations to safe shelter options in
county. Encourage people in non-evacuation zones with suitably constructed and prepared homes to
plan to invite friends who need to evacuate to shelter with them. Encourage communities as part of
their preparation to help neighbors install hurricane shutters.

Appendix 6: Summary of Preliminary Member Recommendations
Policy Recommendation
Consider placing permanent generators at rest stops or repositioning generators at key rest areas.
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Appendix 6: Summary of Preliminary Member Recommendations
Energy: Electric Utilities and
Policy Recommendation
Petroleum
Develop policies to limit electrical outages during a storm, including policies to encourage costInitial Policy/Question List
effective infrastructure hardening, auxiliary power at key interstate interchanges, and, where
Provided to Select Committee
appropriate, underground utilities.
Consider alternative approaches to ensure adequate supplies of gasoline are available to meet
demand during a disaster, including the merits of establishing a Florida petroleum reserve.
Evaluate existing processes used to prioritize the restoration of electric service, and consider policies
to ensure the needs of the most vulnerable are addressed, including individuals in facilities and at
home.
Determine if avoidable impediments hampered the movement of utility trucks and other emergency
response vehicles, and consider providing a right of way and escorts as necessary to reach affected
locations.
Consider modifying the 811 (call before you dig) system to better address facility location in
extraordinary circumstances.
Establish a designated list of fueling stations specifically for the use of hurricane response personnel.
Rep. Asencio
Create an identification system for confirmation of use of authorized personnel.
Customers/local governments currently may pay an electric utility a PSC-approved rate to cover the
Rep. Cortes
cost of converting overhead facilities to underground. This recommendation is to authorize local
governments to require, upon the petition or vote of a specified percentage of affected customers,
specific storm-hardening measures to be undertaken by the electric utility within the local
government’s boundaries, with the initial cost of the hardening measure paid for by the electric utility
and reimbursed to the utility via a non-ad valorem assessment collected from affected property
owners.
Establish a tiered electric power restoration strategy that prioritizes nursing homes and large assisted
Rep. Davis
living facilities the same as hospitals.
During a state of emergency declared by the Governor, when a dealer exhausts the dealer’s supply of
Rep. Eagle
the lowest grade motor fuel, authorize the dealer to sell any remaining supply of higher grade motor
fuel at the same price per gallon or liter as the price the dealer charged for a gallon or liter of the
lowest grade motor fuel.
Provide state funded fuel farms within each County or Region throughout the State, however the
Rep. Lee
farm must be within the network of distribution
Require underground utilities and electrical infrastructure.
Rep. Lee
On behalf of the St. Lucie Sheriff’s Office, we recommend county jails have full generator
Rep. Lee
capabilities with back up’s to provide for full power restoration including A/C to provide for the jail
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Appendix 6: Summary of Preliminary Member Recommendations
staff, jail inmates, including medical needs inmates and mental health inmates in a safe and healthy
environment.
Require all sales of portable generators to include the purchase of a home carbon monoxide detector.
They are not terribly expensive and would save lives.
Consider optimizing the use of rail transport, before, during and after a Hurricane event, to facilitate
delivery of automotive and diesel fuel to effected areas in the state, utilizing rail tankers and mobile
fuel transfer systems moved in tandem with the tankers via rail flatbed. This contingency could be
activated as a supplemental system that effectively avoids both stalled or blocked highway traffic and
road outages, and shutdowns of maritime traffic due to high seas.
Establish a communication network with tanker carriers who carry fuel so they can be part of the
solution to move fuel if needed.
Identify and relieve choke points in fuel supply chain.
Request a change in dates for the crossover of seasonal fuel for Florida to alleviate low point in fuel
inventory in tanks that occur during hurricane season.
In light of this event and the lengthy power outage, consider if we need to have 5 days of supplies.
Inform residents that if they are supposed to evacuate and choose to stay in place, that their need for
supplies may be greater and they could experience greater than average delays for restoring power so
they can properly prepare.
Based on testimony received by the committee, it appears that there is not consistent communication
and cooperation among local emergency management officials and electric utilities statewide in
relation to restoration of critical facilities. Develop processes that ensure greater communication and
cooperation between electric utilities and local emergency management officials to provide for the
efficient restoration of electric service to critical facilities identified by local emergency management
officials.
Forensic data gathered by electric utilities and reviewed by the Public Service Commission may
indicate that the number and duration of some storm-related electrical outages may be lessened by
certain storm hardening measures, including, among other things, enhanced vegetation management
and undergrounding electric distribution system infrastructure. The effectiveness, cost, and
desirability of these measures may vary by locality. Develop processes that ensure greater
communication and cooperation between electric utilities and affected customer groups/local
governments to identify and compare the costs and benefits of various storm hardening options,
including review by local governments of existing tree ordinances to consider whether amendments
to those ordinances can more cost-effectively address storm-related outage issues.
Florida statute provides specific standards for vegetation management within power line rights-ofway, but the statute does not apply if a local government adopts its own vegetation management plan.
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Determine the adequacy of current shelters, and consider providing additional funding for schools
and universities to provide hurricane shelter facilities.
Evaluate the adequacy of special needs shelters, and consider establishing tiers of facilities to handle
the most fragile, using nursing homes, rehabilitation center and hospital beds.
For those in government-funded health care programs, consider:
 Requiring Medicaid plans to use care managers to determine whether individuals need help
and find them a place to shelter.
 Requiring coverage for facility admissions when no other qualified shelter is available.

Policy Recommendation

Appendix 6: Summary of Preliminary Member Recommendations
Consider repeal of the statutory exception for local governments to adopt plans that differ from the
statutory standards.
Develop alternatives to address potential fuel shortage and distribution issues resulting from the high
fuel demand created by storm preparation, evacuation, evacuee return, and storm recovery.
The Public Service Commission is directed to ensure prioritization of power restoration for nursing
facilities and ALFs over 50 beds.
Nursing homes and large special needs assisted living facilities (ALFs) should be categorized by FPL
as Critical Infrastructure (FIC).
A more rigorous tree trimming program must be implemented to mandate cooperation from local
governments and educate citizens on the importance of tree trimming.
Every county should determine how much fuel it needs to operate generators needed for critical
infrastructure and first responders for the first 72 hours following the event. Counties should either
build and maintain fuel depots, or create agreements with current fuel depots. If current depots need
additional land to build larger storage facilities, counties could donate land leases, have depots built
(maybe split cost), and allow facilities to use the depots when the county is not in a state of
emergency. Counties should require that a minimum amount of fuel be maintained at all fuel depots
during high threat times. Once a state of emergency has been declared, the county would take over
distribution of the fuel, and then reimburse the depot for fuel used.
The state and counties need to evaluate how they spend money on landscaping of center medians,
sidewalks, etc. As a State, if we come up with standards that protect the public and the State’s
infrastructure, but counties still want to plant trees that are known to cause harm or are not properly
maintained because residents like the lushness, those counties risk losing any State reimbursement,
post-storm.
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Appendix 6: Summary of Preliminary Member Recommendations
 Requiring Medicaid plans to have emergency operation plans, documenting how they will
provide these services, and proving contract relationships with facilities. (Meeting #3)
Determine the adequacy of communications about and the availability of pet shelters, and consider
means to improve communication and the merits of requiring a standard population-based minimum
number of pet shelters or ratio of pet and non-pet shelters.
Create a shelter assignment system(s) for evacuees by zones. This will ensure evacuees know where
their primary shelters are located beforehand and will reduce confusion that enhances liabilities. The
system(s) should flexible and allow secondary shelter relocations
Charter schools and other facilities owned or leased by agencies that receive public funds should be
constructed to serve as shelters to the extent possible.
State owned facilities that can be made suitable within 12 hours for use as shelters should be made
available as shelters. Many existing facilities used for shelters today require the prior movement of
gym equipment, furniture and other equipment to be made ready for use. Additionally, several state
facilities become completely unoccupied during a state of emergency or prior to an impending
disaster.
Recruitment of health care practitioners, faculty and/or medical students from state colleges and
universities should be part of the targeted recruitment of practitioners to serve in shelters. Ensure
shelters are staffed with at least one emergency medical aide responder on a ratio of 1/75.
Require that by May 31 of each year, the county health department provide its special needs medical
staffing roster and plan to the county emergency management agency.
Amend s. 119.071(1), F.S., to provide an exemption for individual assessment data provided by
individuals to emergency management agencies for the purpose of damage assessment, as well as,
amend s. 252.355(4) to provide an exemption for information revealing the identity of persons
registering for emergency sheltering with a local emergency management agency.
Require all new construction of schools to install a generator powerful enough to run the air
conditioning at the facility, or at least the area to which will be utilized as a shelter.
Provide adequate funding to our County Health Departments so they may have the resources to
provide higher level medical care to our special needs patients at the shelter.
Because survivors of domestic violence and their children are exposed to (sometimes fatal)
retribution from their abusers if evacuated to public designated hurricane shelters, Florida’s
confidentially-located certified domestic violence centers have been hardened to provide shelter-inplace. The Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence is requesting nonrecurring funds in the
amount of $1,457,309 to draw a 75-percent match in federal funds through a Victims of Crime Act
grant through the Office of the Attorney General to install generators at Florida’s 42 centers
statewide.
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Develop strategies to assist and support essential personnel including health professionals and other
caregivers to continue working during evacuations and other declared emergencies.
Evaluate the adequacy of emergency management planning by nursing homes, hospices, assisted
living facilities, and group homes, and consider policies to improve such planning.
Assess and strengthen current regulations for health care and residential facilities to have generators
and maintain service capabilities.
Evaluate whether curfew orders allow critical medical personnel to travel to and from work, and
consider other strategies for maintaining essential staffing while allowing some regulatory flexibility
during evacuations.
Evaluate the adequacy of emergency management planning by nursing homes, hospices, assisted
living facilities, and group homes, and consider policies to improve such planning.
Assess and strengthen current regulations for health care and residential facilities to have generators
and maintain service capabilities.

Policy Recommendation

Appendix 6: Summary of Preliminary Member Recommendations
Provide more state assistance with shelter management training at the local level.
Fund and build new facilities for people with special needs to shelter standards in areas that are
shelter deficient. In this way the facilities can do double duty by providing capacity for daily use and
shelter during emergencies.
Fund generators for hardened public shelters to create more emergency shelter capacity that can be
adapted to meet the needs of vulnerable populations.
Require that people who are under contract to care for groups of vulnerable residence or people with
special needs to provide staff to meet the needs of their residents if they go to a public shelter even as
a last resort. Dropping of vulnerable people by the bus load should result in significant penalties and
consequences.
Inform people what they should bring to shelters
Have a bi-annual planning day for evacuation and shelter in place scenarios impacting nursing
homes, hospitals and other vulnerable users.
Information regarding shelters needs to be made available several days before the storm so proper
arrangements can be made by those who will be seeking shelter. In addition, information regarding
which shelters will accept pets needs to be made public sooner. Many people who need/should seek
the safety of a shelter will not do so if they must leave their pets(s) behind.
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Appendix 6: Summary of Preliminary Member Recommendations
Evaluate whether curfew orders allow critical medical personnel to travel to and from work, and
consider other strategies for maintaining essential staffing while allowing some regulatory flexibility
during evacuations.
Consider expanding access to telehealth (within and outside of Florida) as a means of ensuring
adequate access to health services.
Evaluate the adequacy of public information addressing refills and temporary supplies of prescription
drugs, and consider requiring pharmacies to use their patient communication systems to provide
information.
Consider financial supports for essential health care providers, including mental health providers, to
ease hurricane-related cash flow problems and support continuous access to care.
Exempt from the emergency power rule a facility that meets a "Gold Standard for Evacuation,”
Rep. Eagle
consisting of the following requirements:
 An established protocol and corporate team to monitor developing storms, as well as policies
to prepare the community in advance for evacuation;
 Evacuation must occur 48 hours before a storm event occurs;
 Residents, staff and family must be evacuated at no additional costs to residents, staff or
staff’s family;
 A standing contract for emergency transportation sufficient to simultaneously transport all
residents, staff, and staff’s families and arrangements for separate vehicles for transportation
of oxygen and other necessary medical equipment used by residents;
 A standing contract to house residents for at least 5 days with full services where licensed
services can be safely performed;
 If evacuating out-of-state to another community operated by the company or a full-service
hotel out of the path of the hurricane, the company must have established plans and resources
to send additional support supervision and staff as necessary. Staffing at the evacuation site
must be equal to or greater than staffing at the evacuated community under normal operating
conditions;
 If evacuating to sites located in Florida, the site evacuated to must have been built to postAndrew hurricane standards, serviced with underground utilities, with a location and
elevation above any anticipated storm surge, and an emergency generator sufficient to
provide power for at least 96 hours (including AC);
 Exempted communities must train on the evacuation procedure at least once per year.
Exempt from sales and use tax the purchase of any equipment that uses natural gas or liquefied
Rep. M. Grant for Rep. Roth
petroleum gas to generate emergency electric energy at nursing homes and assisted living facilities.
Limit the exemption to a maximum of $30,000 for the purchase of equipment for any one facility.
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Appendix 6: Summary of Preliminary Member Recommendations
Amend statutes to allow the Governor’s executive order declaring a state of emergency to give
greater flexibility to the Department of Health to allow providers from other states to assist in storm
response and recovery, either in person or through telehealth. This would reduce the need for the
Governor to issue a supplemental executive order during the storm or recovery efforts.
Amend s. 465.0275, F.S., to clarify that residents of other states who may be in Florida for their
medical care during a storm also are covered under the prescription refill authorization.
HB 437 -- The legislation relates to building standards for health care facilities. The Florida Building
Code must require all public and private health care facilities to have an operational emergency
power source. For purposes of this subsection, the term “emergency power source" means a system
that provides an independent source of electric power during a loss of power supply and includes a
supply of fuel sufficient to sustain the emergency power source for at least 7 days during a power
outage. An emergency power system may include a generator, batteries, and other essential
accessories needed to power such emergency power system.
HB 435 -- The Legislature recognizes the importance of public and private health care facilities in
providing emergency health services and understands that by having power readily available, the
professionals, staff, and patients will experience less stress during power outages and electric service
interruptions that occur during major natural disasters. It understands the fiscal constraints under which
many public and private health care facilities operate to provide a safe and comfortable atmosphere
while providing essential medical services. The intent is to offset some of the fiscal difficulties by
creating a 5-year matching grant program to assist public and private health care facilities that were
constructed and operational before July 30 2018 in acquiring emergency power systems (which may
include a generator, batteries, and other essential accessories needed) The Emergency Power Systems
Matching Grant Program shall:
 Provide state matching funds on a first-come, first- served basis to public or private health care
facilities that apply for funds with the department.
 Prohibit a public or private health care facility from receiving more than one grant per county
per year under this program.
 Be established and administered by the Department of Health.
Consider financial or tax incentives to encourage nursing homes, ALF’s and Special Needs group
homes to build to hurricane shelter standards so that less demand would be placed on Special Needs
Shelters and to minimize the trauma caused to these populations by transport and displacement from
their home facility.
Allow nursing homes to submit a plan to shelter in place to be considered by AHCA instead of the
local governments. AHCA is better equipped to make calls on the medical risk of evacuation and the
ability of the medical staff to care for the patients potentially isolated and staying in place.
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As part of its routing inspection the Agency for Health Care Administration will inspect that
the nursing home and ALF have emergency power sources and the electricity provided as
required under this statute.
Nursing homes and ALFs must have a plan to monitor residents sufficiently to ensure
residents do not experience complications from heat exposure and to make certain all
residents have sufficient access to areas of the facility 81 degrees or less.
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Local municipalities will expedite any permit or zoning request submitted by a nursing home
or assisted living facility for the installation of generators or storm hardening.



Appendix 6: Summary of Preliminary Member Recommendations
Require facilities to share with families their emergency plans and how they can contact their loved
ones after the storm.
Encourage counties to make more refined evacuation plans for ALF’s & nursing homes that take into
consideration their elevation and construction of the facility and proximity to their dedicated shelter.
To avoid unnecessary evacuations, nursing homes and others responsible for shelter of vulnerable
populations should work on plans that enable them to evacuate 50 to 100 miles away at the
maximum.
Require Nursing homes and hospitals to not be built in certain flood plain unless they include
category 5 shelter areas to support their occupancy capacity to shelter in place. The shelter provision
could also be satisfied through ownership or an enduring contractual obligation of a shelter facility
outside of the flood zone reserved for their exclusive use in a hurricane within 50 miles of their
facility.
 All nursing homes and ALFs must have an operational emergency power source, and a
supply of fuel sufficient to sustain the emergency power source for at least 4 days during a
power outage. A facility may contract with a company that is able to timely supply an
emergency power source or supply fuel when requested by the facility, or may store an
emergency power source or supply of fuel on site. The emergency power source must
provide enough energy to consistently maintain an ambient air temperature of 81 degrees F.
or less within one or more areas of the facility having enough space to safely hold all of the
facility’s residents and power refrigeration, standard preparation of food and beverages that
are served by the facility to its residents and for the storage of ice.
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Appendix 6: Summary of Preliminary Member Recommendations
 Nursing Homes and ALFs must have a plan to safely transport residents to an appropriate
facility in the event that a facility knows it will be unable to maintain the residents in a safe
temperature range.
Provide the Agency for Health Care Administration the authority to allow funds from the Quality of
Long Term Care Facility Improvement Trust Fund to be spent on grants for nursing homes to acquire
emergency power sources and to provide cooling and other emergency services to their residents.
Adjustments shall be made to the nursing home Medicaid rate to allow reimbursement over a 5-year
period for Medicaid’s portion of the costs incurred to meet the emergency power source requirements
of this statute.
Sales Tax Exemption for Diesel Fuel and Propane Purchased by a Health Care Facility During a
declared disaster, diesel fuel and propane purchased by a health care facility will be exempt from
sales tax. The Department of Revenue will issue a tax-free letter to licensed health care facilities
which must be presented at the time of purchase.
Any generator purchased by a healthcare facility will be exempt from sales tax. The facility must
present a copy of its state license at the time of purchase.
Transfer trauma of nursing home residents must be taken in consideration by local emergency
management personnel when planning evacuations during a disaster. Studies have demonstrated that
residents who are evacuated suffer higher casualties after a storm than those who are sheltered in
place. If a nursing home can demonstrate that it can sustain its residents for 96 hours, meeting their
fuel, food, water, medication and mechanical needs, as well as keep them in an environment of 81
degrees or less, the nursing home is exempt from a mandatory evacuation order. However, if the
nursing home is in danger of an imminent storm surge or another threat of life, then it must evacuate.
During a declared disaster, a nursing home or assisted living facility must have on premises at all
times either the Administrator, the Director of Nursing or a licensed health care professional who has
certificates of completion in a disaster preparedness course and a tabletop exercise as required under
the Federal CMS Emergency Preparedness rule.
A nursing home will submit its annual Comprehensive Emergency Plan to its county emergency
management office and the Emergency Preparedness Committee created by the Agency for Health
Care Administration. The Committee will be made up of Agency personnel, long term care
administrators and professionals as well as state and local emergency management personnel. The
Committee will peer review all plans and return them to the appropriate county emergency
management office with recommendations for final action.
The Department of Elder Affairs will create a committee similar to the AHCA’s committee, made up
of assisted living facility administrators and professionals, as well as state and local emergency
management personnel. An assisted living facility will submit its annual Comprehensive Emergency
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Agriculture
Initial Policy/Question List
Provided to Select Committee
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Policy Recommendation
Consider allowing agricultural lands that sit fallow or otherwise become non-income producing
following a disaster, to continue to be classified as agricultural and maintain a minimal property tax
assessment for a specific time period.
Exempt from sales tax materials used to repair or replace damaged fences or structures.
Exempt from taxation fuel used in agricultural production or crop transportation during an
emergency declaration as well as a recovery period.
Reduce the tangible personal property tax for agriculture related equipment affected by the disaster.
Preempt local burning jurisdiction during an emergency. This would allow farms to have
consistency in their ability to burn through the authority of the Division of Forestry. The division
shall consult with the appropriate state local and local emergency management offices.
Appropriate CRDF research dollars with funding for expanded field trials, as well as consider other
storm and recovery related research for other commercial crops grown in Florida.
Continue to fund the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services’ BMP program as well as
providing supplemental funding for other FDACS programs directly tied to agriculture production
fees.
Overweight permits were granted for hauling agricultural products leading up to and after the storm.
Provide for an emergency permit longer than two weeks and replace the requirement for a physical
permit with an electronic permitting system.
Consider funding the Agricultural Economic Development Program Disaster Loans program (s.
570.82, F.S) or a similar program. This program provides for loans to farms less than 300 acres and
currently has no funding.
The State Agricultural Response Team (SART) is a multi-agency coordination group consisting of
governmental and private entities dedicated to strengthening all-hazard disaster capabilities through
partnerships. This group provided considerable support for the agricultural community following
Irma. Consider funding for an organized forensic review of agricultural storm damage and
identification of next steps for recovery efforts.
Assist with efforts to secure post disaster supplemental funding from the U.S. Congress for Florida
agriculture.
Consider the elimination of permits and fees on agricultural production and supply chain equipment
idled by storm damage.

Appendix 6: Summary of Preliminary Member Recommendations
Plan to its county emergency management office and the Committee. The Committee will peer
review all plans and return them to the appropriate county emergency management office with
recommendations for final action.
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Consider exempting displaced Florida residents and recovery workers from tourist development
taxes and other taxes currently assessed on hotel stays.
Consider creating a temporary tax holiday (exemption or credit) for all construction supplies
following declared disasters.
Consider providing an additional disaster preparedness tax holiday tied to hurricane watch/warning.
Consider allowing agricultural lands that sit fallow or otherwise become non-income producing
following a disaster, to continue to be classified as agricultural and maintain a minimal property tax
assessment for a specific time period.
Exempt from sales tax materials used to repair or replace damaged fences or structures. (Also listed
as #69 under Agriculture)
Exempt from taxation fuel used in agricultural production or crop transportation during an
emergency declaration as well as a recovery period. (Also listed as #70 under Agriculture)
Reduce the tangible personal property tax for agriculture related equipment affected by the disaster.
(Also listed as #71 under Agriculture)
Consider the elimination of permits and fees on agricultural production and supply chain equipment
idled by storm damage. (Also listed as #79 under Agriculture)
Exempt from sales and use tax packing, storage, and transportation materials purchased because of
transportation limitations due to storms. (Also listed as #80 under Agriculture)
Exempt from sales and use tax oxygen used to oxygenate water for aquaculture purposes. (Also
listed as #81 under Agriculture)
Exempt from sales and use tax biosecurity/food safety materials purchased no later than six months
after a storm event. (Also listed as #82 under Agriculture)
Provide for ad valorem property tax abatement for homesteaded property rendered uninhabitable by
Hurricane Irma.

Policy Recommendation

Appendix 6: Summary of Preliminary Member Recommendations
Exempt from sales and use tax packing, storage, and transportation materials purchased because of
Rep. Albritton
transportation limitations due to storms.
Exempt from sales and use tax oxygen used to oxygenate water for aquaculture purposes.
Rep. Albritton
Exempt from sales and use tax biosecurity/food safety materials purchased no later than six months
Rep. Albritton
after a storm event.
Exempt from the sales and use tax the purchase of generators used on farms.
Rep. M. Grant for Rep. Roth
Exempt from sales and use tax materials used to repair or replace damaged fences or structures on
Rep. Porter
agricultural production facilities.
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Policy Recommendation
Consider prioritizing the expenditure of affordable housing funds on replacing and repairing
affordable housing lost or damaged during a disaster.

Appendix 6: Summary of Preliminary Member Recommendations
Exempt from the sales and use tax the purchase of generators used on farms. (Also listed as #83
Rep. M. Grant for Rep. Roth
under Agriculture)
Exempt from sales and use tax the purchase of any equipment that uses natural gas or liquefied
Rep. M. Grant for Rep. Roth
petroleum gas to generate emergency electric energy at nursing homes and assisted living facilities.
Limit the exemption to a maximum of $30,000 for the purchase of equipment for any one facility.
(Also listed #49 under Health Care Facilities and Medical Care)
Sales tax exemption for materials used to repair or replace damaged fences or structures on
Rep. Porter
agricultural production facilities. (Also listed as #84 under Agriculture)
Create a reserve fund to receive regular revenue deposits to build reserves to help pay costs
Rep. Renner
associated with future hurricane strikes in Florida. Monies used from the fund would be replenished
over a period of years.
Provide property tax relief to people who were unable to live in their home for more than 6 months in
Rep. Stevenson
2016 or 2017 as a result of the impacts of Mathew, Hermine or Irma. This was proposed last year
and has been done in the pass. This is especially advantageous to people who live in manufactured
homes which have very limited insurability. By giving them this tax relief, many would be able to
afford the downpayment on a new home or deposits to help them get into a stable rental property.
Amend s. 257.37. F.S., to require the state to provide one-half of the required match for grants to
Rep. Stevenson
local governments for any Public Assistance project approved by FEMA.
Sales Tax Exemption for Diesel Fuel and Propane Purchased by a Health Care Facility During a
Rep. Edwards
declared disaster, diesel fuel and propane purchased by a health care facility will be exempt from
sales tax. The Department of Revenue will issue a tax-free letter to licensed health care facilities
which must be presented at the time of purchase. (Also listed as #63 under Health Care Facilities
and Medical Care)
Any generator purchased by a healthcare facility will be exempt from sales tax. The facility must
Rep. Edwards
present a copy of its state license at the time of purchase. (Also listed as #64 under Health Care
Facilities and Medical Care)
During a state of emergency, government agencies cannot hold public meetings regarding budgets.
Rep. Rommel
Can a mechanism be created that will permit the counties to go back and re-evaluate their budgets,
allowing the counties to move dollars into areas of recovery and future storm protection? It would be
a protection for resident from counties wanting to raise taxes, as it would just be redirecting dollars to
more critical areas.
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Appendix 6: Summary of Preliminary Member Recommendations
To facilitate reconstruction, develop policy options to expedite permitting processes, and consider
extending existing permit deadlines and reducing or waiving permit fees.
Consider reforms to construction law that will expedite reconstruction, including changes to
construction licensing regulations. Also consider changes to the construction lien law to protect
homeowners from double paying for construction if the construction is paid directly by the
homeowner.
Create the Hurricane Housing Recovery Program and the Rental Recovery Loan Program to provide
funding for affordable housing recovery efforts to address the impact of hurricanes Irma and Maria
on affordable housing stocks. Funds for the programs would be appropriated from the Local
Government Housing Trust Fund and the State Housing Trust Fund to the Florida Housing Finance
Corporation for purposes of providing funds to eligible entities for affordable housing recovery
efforts and assisting with building and rehabilitating affordable rental housing. Guidelines would be
established for use of the funds based on the current State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP)
Program or State Apartment Incentive Loan (SAIL) Program requirements.
Allow Counties and municipalities who have received a FEMA declaration of Individual Assistance
to use up to 30% of their SHIP funds to assist in placing residents who have been displaced from
their residences.
Direct the Department of Economic Opportunity to expedite emergency comprehensive plan
approvals with local governments and the Department.
Consider ways to lower the cost of affordable housing development and incentivize more units at
affordable rents. Potential options include allowing ad valorem exemption for a specified number of
years if this can be accomplished while holding the school portion harmless.
Identify incentives for local communities to purchase and redevelop trailer parks destroyed in a storm
into affordable housing that meets current building codes.
Increase available state funding for Monroe County including $10 million in additional Sadowski
funds to match local land authority funds for affordable housing, increased SAIL funding ($30
million to match with tax credits), $3 million in housing tax credits to use with SAIL, and FHFC Tax
Exempt bonds with 4% tax credits with a goal of building several multi-family rental properties.
Provide additional state funding to harden existing homes against disaster. This could include
installing hurricane shutters or impact windows, or elevating a home above Base Flood Elevation.
Provide property tax relief or down payment assistance for low income property owners to assist
them to get into replacement housing. Too many are staying in damaged homes, especially mobile
homes, to avoid homelessness. Some will not come forward as they fear their homes will be
condemned.
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Appendix 6: Summary of Preliminary Member Recommendations
Beaches, Sanitary Sewers,
Policy Recommendation
Stormwater, Flooding, and Debris
Removal
Evaluate alternative approaches to avoid or reduce flooding, including methods to remove excess
Initial Policy/Question List
water when traditional storm water systems are overwhelmed.
Provided to Select Committee
Enhanced funding for beach restoration and nourishment to protect property and people.
Establish in the Department of Environmental Protection a statewide voluntary program for advanced
Reps. Eagle and Lee for Rep.
domestic wastewater collection system assessment, investment, rehabilitation, and electric power
Edwards
outage mitigation planning. The program would:
 Provide regulatory incentives for utilities to implement the program.
 Allow financially disadvantaged utilities to apply for grant funds to implement the program.
 Allow certified utilities to demonstrate they are making the right investments to protect the
public health and environment.
Prohibit tree trimming after a local government has issued a state of emergency (usually 72 hours) or
Rep. M. Grant
after the National Weather Service has issued a hurricane/tropical storm watch (usually 48 hours).
Tree trimmings can become dangerous projectiles if not removed from the curbside.
Discontinue collection service after a local government has issued a state of emergency (usually 72
Rep. M. Grant
hours) or after the National Weather Service has issued a hurricane/tropical storm watch (usually 48
hours). Time is needed in order to get our employees off the street so they can prepare for the storm
and make sure materials in trucks have time to dispose of items and landfills have time to process.
Roll off containers need to be covered prior to storms. It would be helpful for local governments to
Rep. M. Grant
place this requirement in building permits.
Prioritization of services post storm, i.e. suspend recycling and yard waste to remove municipal solid
Rep. M. Grant
waste (MSW) as quickly as possible. Also bulk pick up should be suspended for a period of time
after storm.
Create statewide definition for storm debris and yard waste; storm debris and storm vegetation debris
Rep. M. Grant
is covered by FEMA and regular yard waste is handled by local solid waste collection contracts.
Employees on streets during curfews – create a way for law enforcement to recognize our workers as
Rep. M. Grant
“second responders” with special signage; making sure they are in uniform with safety vest
DOT – the hours of service limits the overall volume debris removal on a daily basis. An additional
Rep. M. Grant
hour per day (until the debris is removed) would be helpful.
Provide funding to local communities to improve infrastructure for drainage to lessen flood
Rep. Raschein
vulnerability.
Identify areas where rebuilding after a disaster may be high-risk and consider options for not
Rep. Raschein
rebuilding in those areas including the purchase of these properties and using them to create
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Appendix 6: Summary of Preliminary Member Recommendations
additional open space and natural buffers. Housing would then need to be rebuilt outside of these
high-risk zones (V Zone in the Florida Keys).
Give WMD’s the authority to authorize additional taking of water from the rivers during high water
events. That way some of the water could be turned into an asset instead of a liability and rest
ground water supplies.
Fund Grants through the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) for vulnerability analysis to
develop cost feasible mitigation strategies that can be implemented incrementally for vulnerable
development areas in partnership with the federal government. Have DEP identify candidates that
would most benefit from the studies.
Consider cost effectiveness of establishing policies so new local roads are built so the roadbed is out
of the water table or with enhanced drainage or durability. Identify and mitigate vulnerable public
roads in low lying areas during major renovations and repairs.
Encourage protection from obstruction of land that is part of a flow way. Flow ways aide in the
mitigations for intermittent flooding events and sea level rise. If flow ways are blocked, constrained
or obstructed that increases flood risk. Additionally, fund mitigation to enable flood water to flow
into and be absorbed into wetland buffers or open spaces.
Limit mitigation of wetlands outside of a county until the basic flow ways within the county have
been secured either through mitigation, permanent easements or acquisition. These may already be
an element within county or regional greenway plans.
Create a property tax exemption for up to $50,000 for repeat flood damaged properties with elevated
foundation to reduce the tax burden of hardening and redeveloping older properties. This exemption
should require hook up to sewer if available or when it becomes available. If the owner refuses to
connect, the exemption should be lost. Reconstruction should be required within 5 years to
encourage redevelopment of repeat damage areas and to avoid the area to linger and become
blighted.
Find ways to encourage or incentivize redevelopment to current building code standards of properties
in areas that are experiencing repeat flood damage. Repeat damage properties are often in older
development areas (PREFIRM) and are often on septic tanks. Incentives shall include a requirement
to hook up to sewer if and when available. The sewer hook up provision should only apply when
there is a density in the development area of a minimum density (at least 4 units an acre). These can
occur as entire neighborhoods or be isolated homes that are in a vulnerable locations.
Fund match grant programs for SJRWMD to partner with local governments to develop projects to
mitigate flood damage to protect properties in vulnerable areas. Enable cities and counties to use
MSBU’s or MSTU’s to pay for the match and enable the benefitting property to fund the required
match.
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Utilize existing industry training/ certifications to complement any specific IFAS training for
local code enforcement, industry professional and home owners to learn teach proficiency in
tree pruning, plant selection and pre/post storm maintenance

Appendix 6: Summary of Preliminary Member Recommendations
Set as a high priority to remove lands from the development area that are not cost feasible to defend.
This can be achieved through acquisition ,TDR, or permanent conservation easements.
Consider long range plans to migrate critical infrastructure, like water/sewer utilities out of flood
plains or have them elevated to prevent damage during a flooding event. Establish policies that
discourage investment in new facilities in flood plains unless they are elevated to avoid damage from
floods and sea level rise.
Require homes in coastal high hazard areas to be connected to sewer if availalbe and enhance the
building code to harden the driveway so the home is safely accessible to residents.
Study to determine if high sugar sand bluffs are more vulnerable places to build homes. There are
accounts of rapid erosion of these types of bluffs both on the river and the ocean in both areas
resulting in jeopardy to private property. Protecting homes built on top of them presents unique
challenges. Adjust building code and policies accordingly.
Consider a building code provision that allows breakaway housing in coastal high hazard areas as an
alternative to extremely costly housing on massive pilings in certain coastal areas. This type of
structure would not be expected to survive a major storm, but would not cause damage to the dune in
a high wind/surge event. The structure could then be rebuilt after the storm.
Consider enabling private partnerships where replacement homes are clustered on good land and
development is removed from land that cannot be defended. This would enable redevelopment to
occur and development areas to be reshaped in a way that is more appropriate for current
conditions…creating a win – win for the existing residents, the state and federal government and
future tax revenue for local government.
The State should consider statewide requirements and funding (including federal disaster recovery
monies) for high-resolution topographic and coastal bathymetry data to support mission critical
activities such as emergency management, flood control, forest and natural resources, agriculture,
land, marine, aviation and navigation safety, infrastructure and construction management, and urban
and regional planning. This policy recommendation is consistent with the 2017 Florida LiDAR
Assessment issued by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection.
 Develop a model ordinance which allows for the preservation of historic, specimen and
heritage trees. Demonstrate through science how a local government can map out tree canopy
replacement.
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Provided to Select Committee

124 Representative Rommel

Utilize Center for Landscape Conservation & Ecology (CLCE) to compile, distribute and
train regarding the information. As a measurable Metric use PIE Public Information and
Education (PIE) as a partner of CLCE, to capture retention of information, delivery and
implementation
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Consider providing additional school readiness funding for care when schools are closed.
Consider authorizing and funding the school readiness program to temporarily serve additional
families in areas where schools are closed for extended periods.
Extend testing window period, due to disparate statewide impact on school days / instructional
minutes. Especially, due to current mass transfer of students from other hurricane impacted areas.
Provide accommodations related to the accountability system due to the loss of instructional
days/minutes and acceptance of students from Puerto Rico and other hurricane affected regions.
FTE counts should be conducted on a monthly basis for 6 months following declared emergencies.
Monthly counts will ensure appropriate credit for population transitions, influx, and registration of
students at schools, due to forced relocation of families.
Solicit federal funding for unreimbursed operating cost for facilities, social services, counseling
services - estimated at $2,000 per student/family.
Authorize breakfast and lunch of all students in affected areas at no cost as authorized and funded
through the National Lunch Program - USDA.

Policy Recommendation
Consider allowing school districts to deduct hurricane days from required days of instruction.

The University of Florida, Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (UF/IFAS) is perfectly suited
to develop and implement education/training programs for local governments, tree maintenance
professionals and residents. Due to their land grant mission, they have the research, science and the
Extension faculty whose purpose is to educate citizens. The CLCE is a part of UF/IFAS.
If counties negotiate, in advance and in good faith, how can vendors demand higher payments during
a state of emergency? Contracts must be enforced and penalties ensued if vendors cannot or refuse to
fulfill their contractual obligations. There should also be time tables established for the removal of
debris based on total cubic yards with penalties for services not delivered in a timely fashion.



Appendix 6: Summary of Preliminary Member Recommendations
 Develop program to educate appropriate county and municipal staff on sound tree selection
for public areas, rights of way and other critical travel routes
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Evaluate the performance of Florida’s building code and determine if any changes to the code or
code adoption processes are warranted.
Evaluate access to emergency management information, and identify ways to improve statewide
information regarding all roads in Florida, shelter availability and location, government closures,
food distribution, gasoline availability, etc.
Review the use of emergency ordinances and curfews and the roles of state, local and federal
authorities, and consider policy changes to ensure consistency and cooperation.
Enhance penalties for looting and other crimes committed during evacuations and declared
emergencies.
Evaluate the need for support for private employers and their employees during evacuation and
declared emergencies.
Consider providing for one-time increase in benefits to enable restocking by those who lose all food
at home during a disaster.
Coordinate and perform a table top reality based scenario exercise headed by the Florida Division of
Emergency Management at the local and state level. The exercise should employ lessons learned
from past hurricanes, and should focus on incident management and solutions to command and
control event prior to, during, immediately following, and long-term post hurricane. Participants of
exercise should include all stakeholders including state, county, municipal, and federal agencies with
hurricane preparedness and response responsibilities. The exercise also should include community
public and private stakeholders affected by hurricanes.

Appendix 6: Summary of Preliminary Member Recommendations
Allow for Florida graduation certificates / diplomas for out of state students who complete school in
Florida following relocation due to hurricane.
Instruction of English Learners of other Languages (ie: from Puerto Rico) in their primary language
on high stakes testing and performance based instructional information.
Provide a fee waiver to students from Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands who were displaced
due to a hurricane in 2017. The fee waiver would apply to any student enrolling full-time in a
postsecondary institution by fall semester 2020.
Provide generators for schools that serve as shelters.
For schools that serve as shelters; provide funding for the schools that are shelters to run air
conditioning units if power is available at said schools.
Consider allowing additional time for hurricane affected school districts to administer assessments
for purposes of the FSA standards.
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Appendix 6: Summary of Preliminary Member Recommendations
Provide financial assistance to those counties with inadequate emergency operation centers that are
most vulnerable to damage and that require modernization or replacement.
Require internet providers to post service recovery information including their best estimates of the
length of power outages. When outages are extended, consider plans for temporary internet services
to be brought into the area. Most businesses can operate with a generator, but not without internet.
For many businesses no internet means no phone service as well. We need them up and operating so
they can help their communities recover.
Reinvigorate volunteers to assist with hurricane relief efforts and promote understanding of storm
preparation and response. As a growing state this must be a continuous effort. Establish lines of
communication with people in the business community who might be called on to assist in dealing
with the unexpected.
A plan should be developed that provides for the cellular companies to push information through
texting and/or amber type alerts. Frequent radio updates would also be helpful.

98

Request a change in dates for the crossover of seasonal fuel for Florida to
alleviate low point in fuel inventory in tanks that occur during hurricane
season.
In light of this event and the lengthy power outage, consider if we need to
have 5 days of supplies. Inform residents that if they are supposed to
evacuate and choose to stay in place, that their need for supplies may be
greater and they could experience greater than average delays for restoring
power so they can properly prepare.

21a
Rep. Stevenson
Revised

22a
Rep. Stevenson
Revised

Establish a communication network with tanker carriers who carry fuel so
they can be part of the solution to move fuel if needed.

Policy Recommendation

Identify and relieve choke points in fuel supply chain.

Energy: Electric Utilities
and Petroleum
Rep. Stevenson

Rep. Eagle
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Recommend a review and development of communication protocols
by state and local emergency response centers to provide a method
to communicate with drivers distributing fuel and other emergency
cargo from our seaports.
Recommend a review and development of communication protocols
by state and local emergency response centers to provide a method
to communicate with drivers distributing fuel and other emergency
cargo from our seaports.
Request a change in dates for the crossover of seasonal fuel for
Florida to alleviate the low point in fuel inventory in tanks that
occurs during Hurricane Season. This was a point brought up during
David Mica's presentation.
Withdraw this recommendation.

Revised or New Policy Recommendation

Appendix 7: New and Revised Member Recommendations
Original Policy Recommendation
Revised or New Policy Recommendation
Update behavior studies for hurricane evacuations. We have not updated
Fund a statewide statistically valid behavioral analysis for use by the
these studies since before Mathew and Hermine, and now we have
state, regions and local governments in planning for and undertaking
significantly more data and information.
evacuations.
Provide an education program for residents and businesses on their
In community education efforts for emergency preparedness:
obligation to have an emergency plan. Inform and encourage the
• emphasize the effectiveness of shorter evacuation options
consideration of shorter evacuations to safe shelter options in county.
• note the opportunity for people in non-evacuation zones to
Encourage people in non-evacuation zones with suitably constructed and
share their suitably constructed and prepared homes with
prepared homes to plan to invite friends who need to evacuate to shelter with
family and friends in need of shelter
them. Encourage communities as part of their preparation to help neighbors
• encourage communities as part of their preparation to help
install hurricane shutters.
neighbors with their preparation including the installation of
hurricane shutters
Use passenger rail to help evacuate citizens.

20a
Rep. Stevenson
Revised

19a
Revised

161
New

9a
Rep. Stevenson
Revised

8a
Revised

Evacuation
Rep. Stevenson

99

142
New

Rep. Eagle

26a
Rep. Trumbull
Revised

23a
Rep. Trumbull
Revised

2|Page

Create under the Florida Department of Transportation a category of
direct appropriations for the purpose of purchasing and deploying

Appendix 7: New and Revised Member Recommendations
Based on testimony received by the committee, it appears that there is not
Based on testimony received by the committee, it appears that there
consistent communication and cooperation among local emergency
is not consistent communication and cooperation among local
management officials and electric utilities statewide in relation to restoration emergency management officials and electric utilities statewide in
relation to the identification and restoration of critical facilities.
of critical facilities. Develop processes that ensure greater communication
and cooperation between electric utilities and local emergency management
This recommendation is to develop processes that ensure greater
officials to provide for the efficient restoration of electric service to critical
communication and cooperation between electric utilities and local
facilities identified by local emergency management officials.
emergency management officials to provide for the efficient
restoration of electric service to facilities identified by the utilities
and local emergency management officials as critical to the public
health, safety, welfare, and security, which may include: emergency
management and law enforcement facilities; health care facilities;
shelters; critical utility, transportation, communications,
government, and military infrastructure; and providers of essential
goods and services.
Develop alternatives to address potential fuel shortage and distribution issues Storm preparation, evacuation, evacuee return, and storm recovery
resulting from the high fuel demand created by storm preparation,
place stresses on fuel supplies and distribution throughout the state.
evacuation, evacuee return, and storm recovery.
This recommendation is to direct the Department of Transportation
to contract for an independent evaluation of the feasibility of
establishing strategically located petroleum distribution centers to
alleviate storm-related impacts on fuel supply and distribution
throughout the state.
It is in the public interest to ensure that railroads in Strategic
Intermodal System corridors are able to quickly resume operations
following a hurricane event in order to deliver critical fuel supplies,
bulk liquids such as chlorine for water treatment plants, building
materials and other relief supplies to affected areas of the state.
Further, wide-spread power outages often require substantial law
enforcement resources to handle traffic duties at highway-railroad
crossings when gates and signals are not operating, resources that
can be deployed elsewhere to address other critical public safety
duties.

100

143
New

Rep. Burgess

45a
Rep. Stevenson
Revised
46a
Rep. Stevenson
Revised

44a
Rep. Stevenson
Revised

42a
Revised

Shelters and Vulnerable
Populations
Rep. Stevenson

Revised or New Policy Recommendation

Have a bi-annual planning day for evacuation and shelter in place scenarios
impacting nursing homes, hospitals and other vulnerable users.
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Require bi-annual training day for evacuation and shelter in place
scenarios impacting nursing homes, hospitals and other institutions
that shelter vulnerable residents so they can test their plans. Consider
having the Regional Planning Councils or other organization design
the scenario to test emergency plans.
Create a single statewide special needs shelter registration.
• Require all counties to use it.
• Get county input on the data collected for the registration
form, so no additional local process is needed – maybe
convene a work group.
• Maintain registrations in a single statewide database
accessible to all county EOCs and the state EOC.

Fund the construction of new facilities for people with special needs
to shelter standards in areas where special needs shelter space is
deficient. In this way the facilities will serve double duty, meeting
the needs of the community for capacity to deliver services and for
shelter in the event of an emergency.
Require that people who are under contract to care for groups of vulnerable
Require organizations under contract to care for groups of
residence or people with special needs to provide staff to meet the needs of
vulnerable individual, including people with special needs, to
their residents if they go to a public shelter even as a last resort. Dropping of provide staff to assist in the care of their clients if they need to go to
vulnerable people by the bus load should result in significant penalties and
a public shelter, even as a last resort. Dropping off vulnerable
consequences.
residents by the busload to public shelters without support staff
creates an unmanageable burden for emergency managers. Doing so
should result in significant consequences.
Inform people what they should bring to shelters.
Withdraw this recommendation.

Fund and build new facilities for people with special needs to shelter
standards in areas that are shelter deficient. In this way the facilities can do
double duty by providing capacity for daily use and shelter during
emergencies.

Policy Recommendation

Appendix 7: New and Revised Member Recommendations
emergency generators at highway-railroad crossings at Principal
Arterial, Minor Arterial, and Major Collector roads as defined by the
department for powering highway-railroad Crossing gates, signals
and traffic safety warning devices to protect the public from railroad
traffic operating on Florida Strategic Intermodal System rail
corridors.

101

Rep. Burgess

Rep. Burgess

144
New

145
New
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Require all counties to post the eligibility criteria and
registration process – including a link to the statewide
registration form - on their websites.
Counties would continue to set shelter eligibility/exclusions to suit
local capacity.
• Require hospitals to shelter people excluded from shelters for
medical reasons. This assumes a statewide special needs
shelter registration process, so hospitals can estimate the
number of people who will shelter.
• Require counties to review each shelter registration to predetermine a need for hospital sheltering, identify the
appropriate sheltering hospital, and communicate that to the
registrant.
• Require counties to establish MOUs with qualifying
hospitals to shelter people, and share registrant data with
them.
To address special needs shelter registration and staffing:
• Require licensed or contracted entities that provide home
health or home and community based services (home health
agencies, nurse registries, APD group homes and support
coordinators, and Medicaid MCOs) to work with clients to
develop individual emergency plans, updated annually,
including:
o evacuation shelter selection;
o documented shelter registration; and
o a plan for staffing the client in the shelter.
• Require such licensees/contractors to staff clients or groups
of clients in shelters.
• Require APD to determine and communicate before storm
impact whether DD requirements will be waived for staffing
in shelters (or other settings, such as group homes taking in
other clients temporarily).
• Authorize state employees with clinical roles (nurses,
certified behavior analysts, etc.) to work in shelters.

Appendix 7: New and Revised Member Recommendations
•

102

Encourage counties to make more refined evacuation plans for ALF’s &
nursing homes that take into consideration their elevation and construction
of the facility and proximity to their dedicated shelter.
To avoid unnecessary evacuations, nursing homes and others responsible for
shelter of vulnerable populations should work on plans that enable them to
evacuate 50 to 100 miles away at the maximum.
Require Nursing homes and hospitals to not be built in certain flood plain
unless they include category 5 shelter areas to support their occupancy
capacity to shelter in place. The shelter provision could also be satisfied
through ownership or an enduring contractual obligation of a shelter facility
outside of the flood zone reserved for their exclusive use in a hurricane
within 50 miles of their facility.

57a
Rep. Stevenson
Revised

59a
Rep. Stevenson
Revised

146
New

Rep. Asencio

58a
Rep. Stevenson
Revised

Require facilities to share with families their emergency plans and how they
can contact their loved ones after the storm.

Allow nursing homes to submit a plan to shelter in place to be considered by
AHCA instead of the local governments. AHCA is better equipped to make
calls on the medical risk of evacuation and the ability of the medical staff to
care for the patients potentially isolated and staying in place.
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To avoid unnecessary evacuations, nursing homes and others
responsible for shelter of vulnerable populations should work on
plans that enable them to evacuate 50 to 100 miles away where
possible.
Require nursing homes, hospitals and ALFs to not be built in certain
flood plans unless they include category 5 shelter areas to support
their occupancy capacity for their residents and support staff. The
shelter provision could also be satisfied through ownership or an
enduring contractual relationship of a shelter facility outside of the
flood zone, but within 50 miles of their facility, reserved for their
exclusive use in the event of an emergency.
Create an at risk registry to identify and assist in the evacuation of
vulnerable individuals and patients from patient care facilities, like

If nursing homes are allowed to have a partial or nuanced evacuation
as referred to in recommendation #6 by Kathryn Hyer, the Director
of the Center on Aging at USF, there needs to be support for the
medical considerations of the plan-including consideration of the
medical needs of residents if the nursing facility is not accessible by
roadway during the emergency event, an evaluation of the elevation
and soundness of the facility to provide shelter during a storm and
consideration of the proximity and availability of dedicated
emergency shelter capacity if conditions worsen and full evacuation
becomes necessary. Consider performance and design of similar
partial evacuation plans utilized in any other states for vulnerable
populations.
Require residential facilities that shelter vulnerable users to share
their emergency plans with the resident's family and to have a
communication plan in place to establish post-event contact so
families know the condition and location of their family member.
Withdraw this recommendation.

Appendix 7: New and Revised Member Recommendations
Policy Recommendation
Revised or New Policy Recommendation

56a
Rep. Stevenson
Revised

55a
Revised

Health Care Facilities and
Medical Care
Rep. Stevenson

103

Rep. Asencio

Reps. Rodrigues and
Sprowls

Reps. Rodrigues and
Sprowls

147
New

148
New

149
New
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Appendix 7: New and Revised Member Recommendations
nursing homes and ALFs. The registry is to be under the purview of
the Florida Department of Health, or designate agency.
Create an industry member panel to review and approve emergency
plans for nursing homes, adult and/or patient care facilities. Review
and approval of plans will meet best practice industry standards,
federal, state, county, and municipal (if applicable) standards, codes,
ordinances, law. The panel will consist of representatives from the
industry in Florida and will serve as an initial review panel for
completed plans to be submitted to AHCA and county emergency
management directors where located for final approval. The panel
will serve to improve and streamline the assurance of real time
functional plans to maximize patient safety and care during
emergencies.
To address review and approval of facility Comprehensive
Emergency Management Plans (CEMP):
• Require counties to submit an annual report to AHCA/DOEA
on approval requests, approved Comprehensive Emergency
Management Plans and timelines.
• Require facilities to submit plans to the county for approval
within 90 days after licensure, and notify AHCA/DOEA
when plans are submitted and when approved.
• Require APD approval of all its clients’ plans (including
those not in group homes).
To address the quality of facility Comprehensive Emergency
Management Plans:
• Require more specific elements to be covered in emergency
plans, including specific plans for hardening and contact
information, and which staff is obligated to take what actions
on what pre-storm and post-storm timelines.
• Require facilities to conduct annual staff training within 2
months prior to hurricane season on the policies and
procedures for implementing the emergency plan, and conduct
facility-wide evacuation drills at least annually.
• Increase licensure inspection quality to assess compliance and
the ability to implement plans.

104

153
New

87a
Revised

Housing

Rep. Nuñez
Policy Recommendation

Provide property tax relief to people who were unable to live in their home
for more than 6 months in 2016 or 2017 as a result of the impacts of
Mathew, Hermine or Irma. This was proposed last year and has been done
in the pass. This is especially advantageous to people who live in
manufactured homes which have very limited insurability. By giving them
this tax relief, many would be able to afford the downpayment on a new
home or deposits to help them get into a stable rental property.

Policy Recommendation

Future Hurricane
Expenditures and Tax Relief
Rep. Stevenson

Rep. Nuñez

152
New
Policy Recommendation

Reps. Rodrigues and
Sprowls

151
New

Agriculture

Reps. Rodrigues and
Sprowls

150
New

Revised or New Policy Recommendation

Create a disaster preparedness tax holiday.
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Provide property tax relief to people who were unable to live in their
home for more than 6 months in 2016 or 2017 as a result of the
impacts of Matthew, Hermine, or Irma. This has been done in the
past and is advantageous to people who live in manufactured homes
which have very limited insurability. The funds from this tax rebate
would help individuals and families stabilize and recover.

Revised or New Policy Recommendation

Apply these standards to developmental disability group
homes, too.
To address facility staffing during emergencies:
• Require emergency plans to specifically address how the
facility will maintain staffing, including accommodating staff
families during evacuation, etc.
• Create a list of essential personnel with authority to move
about during curfews and obligate state and local curfew
orders to exempt them.
To improve the ESF-8 data reporting system:
• Establish the reporting system in statute.
• Require AHCA to create the system, in consultation with
DOH, DOEA, APD and any other relevant party; transfer
funds from DOH to AHCA.
• Add generator information (whether the facility has a
generator, fuel type, burn rate, etc.) in Florida Health Stat
(the ESF-8 facility reporting system) for nursing homes,
hospitals, ALFs, hospices.
Explore onsite options for ensuring continuity of care for dialysis
patients in nursing homes during a disaster.
Revised or New Policy Recommendation

Appendix 7: New and Revised Member Recommendations
•

105
Fund Grants through the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) for
vulnerability analysis to develop cost feasible mitigation strategies that can
be implemented incrementally for vulnerable development areas in
partnership with the federal government. Have DEP identify candidates that
would most benefit from the studies.

109a
Rep. Stevenson
Revised

Prohibit tree trimming after a local government has issued a state of
emergency (usually 72 hours) or after the National Weather Service has
issued a hurricane/tropical storm watch (usually 48 hours). Tree trimmings
can become dangerous projectiles if not removed from the curbside.

Policy Recommendation

Discontinue collection service after a local government has issued a state of
emergency (usually 72 hours) or after the National Weather Service has
issued a hurricane/tropical storm watch (usually 48 hours). Time is needed
in order to get our employees off the street so they can prepare for the storm
and make sure materials in trucks have time to dispose of items and landfills
have time to process.

Beaches, Sanitary Sewers,
Stormwater, Flooding, and
Debris Removal
Rep. M. Grant

Rep. Raschein

8|Page

Prohibit tree trimming and discontinue non-containerized yard waste
collection service 72 hours prior to hurricane after a local
government has issued a state of emergency (usually 72 hours) or
after the National Weather Service has issued a hurricane/tropical
storm watch (usually 48 hours). Tree trimmings can become
dangerous projectiles if not removed from the curbside.
Discontinue collection service 48 hours prior to hurricane/tropical
storm after a local government has issued a state of emergency
(usually 72 hours) or after the National Weather Service has issued a
hurricane/tropical storm watch (usually 48 hours). Time is needed
in order to get our employees off the street so they can prepare for
the storm and make sure materials in trucks have time to dispose of
items and landfills have time to process.
Encourage coastal communities to develop storm damage recovery
plans to address coastal emergencies along Florida’s critically
eroded beaches and develop cost effective mitigation strategies,
supported and with the guidance of The Department of
Environmental Protection and state matching grants.

Revised or New Policy Recommendation

Appendix 7: New and Revised Member Recommendations
Provide property tax relief or down payment assistance for low income
Withdraw this recommendation.
property owners to assist them to get into replacement housing. Too many
are staying in damaged homes, especially mobile homes, to avoid
homelessness. Some will not come forward as they fear their homes will be
condemned.
Disaster Housing Solution – A Pilot Housing Program
• This project would utilize federal CDBG funds to provide 30
affordable, immediate, and resilient temporary or permanent
housing within Monroe County
• Emergency Care Help Organization would be the entity
charged with building/delivering the homes under the pilot
project
• They are requesting $2,850,000 in state funds for this project

100a
Rep. M. Grant
Revised

99a
Revised

154
New

97a
Rep. Stevenson
Revised

106

115a
Rep. Stevenson
Revised

114a
Rep. Stevenson
Revised

113a
Rep. Stevenson
Revised

112a
Rep. Stevenson
Revised

111a
Rep. Stevenson
Revised

110a
Rep. Stevenson
Revised
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Consider cost effectiveness of establishing policies so new local roads are
Withdraw this recommendation.
built so the roadbed is out of the water table or with enhanced drainage or
durability. Identify and mitigate vulnerable public roads in low lying areas
during major renovations and repairs.
Encourage protection from obstruction of land that is part of a flow way.
Withdraw this recommendation.
Flow ways aide in the mitigations for intermittent flooding events and sea
level rise. If flow ways are blocked, constrained or obstructed that increases
flood risk. Additionally, fund mitigation to enable flood water to flow into
and be absorbed into wetland buffers or open spaces.
Limit mitigation of wetlands outside of a county until the basic flow ways
Invest in plans that cost effectively mitigate flood risks to developed
within the county have been secured either through mitigation, permanent
areas including protection of greenways and blueways that act as
easements or acquisition. These may already be an element within county or flow ways or provide temporary storage during high water events.
regional greenway plans.
Create a property tax exemption for up to $50,000 for repeat flood damaged Create a property tax exemption for up to $50,000 for repeat flood
properties with elevated foundation to reduce the tax burden of hardening
damage that have rebuilt to current code and elevated their
and redeveloping older properties. This exemption should require hook up to foundation. Reducing the tax burden for hardening and redeveloping
sewer if available or when it becomes available. If the owner refuses to
older properties will encourage redevelopment. To discourage blight
connect, the exemption should be lost. Reconstruction should be required
and uncertainty, this exemption should be available for 3 to 5 years
within 5 years to encourage redevelopment of repeat damage areas and to
from the storm date. The credit should be contingent on connecting
avoid the area to linger and become blighted.
to sewer services if and when available.
Find ways to encourage or incentivize redevelopment to current building
Withdraw this recommendation.
code standards of properties in areas that are experiencing repeat flood
damage. Repeat damage properties are often in older development areas
(PREFIRM) and are often on septic tanks. Incentives shall include a
requirement to hook up to sewer if and when available. The sewer hook up
provision should only apply when there is a density in the development area
of a minimum density (at least 4 units an acre). These can occur as entire
neighborhoods or be isolated homes that are in a vulnerable locations.
Fund match grant programs for SJRWMD to partner with local governments State matching funds associated with Hurricane Irma for beach
to develop projects to mitigate flood damage to protect properties in
recovery should be given to 1) severely impacted beach management
vulnerable areas. Enable cities and counties to use MSBU’s or MSTU’s to
projects that leverage substantial federal cost sharing and/or local
pay for the match and enable the benefitting property to fund the required
match; and 2) feasibility studies, design and construction of new
match.
projects or other erosion control alternatives for critically-eroded
segments of beach that are not part of an existing solution, the
statewide program and have a committed local sponsor.

107

155
New

Reps. Rodrigues, Porter,
Byrd

121a
Rep. Stevenson
Revised

120a
Rep. Stevenson
Revised

119a
Rep. Stevenson
Revised

117a
Rep. Stevenson
Revised

116a
Rep. Stevenson
Revised
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Set as a high priority to remove lands from the development area that are not Pursue willing post-storm acquisition opportunities, through existing
cost feasible to defend. This can be achieved through acquisition ,TDR, or
state programs, of severely impacted properties, to prevent
permanent conservation easements.
inappropriate redevelopment on critically-eroded beaches. Existing
supporting policies and acquisition programs include Sec. 161.161
Beach and Shore Preservation, Sec. 259.105 Florida Forever, and
Sec. 380.508 Florida Communities Trust.
Consider long range plans to migrate critical infrastructure, like water/sewer Consider long range plans to migrate critical infrastructure, like
utilities out of flood plains or have them elevated to prevent damage during a water and sewer treatment plants out of flood plains or have them
flooding event. Establish policies that discourage investment in new
hardened to prevent damage during a flood event. Establish policies
facilities in flood plains unless they are elevated to avoid damage from
to discourage investmet in new facilities in flood plains unless they
floods and sea level rise.
are hardened to avoid damage from floods.
Study to determine if high sugar sand bluffs are more vulnerable places to
Withdraw this recommendation.
build homes. There are accounts of rapid erosion of these types of bluffs
both on the river and the ocean in both areas resulting in jeopardy to private
property. Protecting homes built on top of them presents unique challenges.
Adjust building code and policies accordingly.
Consider a building code provision that allows breakaway housing in coastal Withdraw this recommendation.
high hazard areas as an alternative to extremely costly housing on massive
pilings in certain coastal areas. This type of structure would not be expected
to survive a major storm, but would not cause damage to the dune in a high
wind/surge event. The structure could then be rebuilt after the storm.
Consider enabling private partnerships where replacement homes are
Withdraw this recommendation.
clustered on good land and development is removed from land that cannot be
defended. This would enable redevelopment to occur and development areas
to be reshaped in a way that is more appropriate for current
conditions…creating a win – win for the existing residents, the state and
federal government and future tax revenue for local government.
Produce a complete and accurate 3D map of the state for use in
numerous emergency management and infrastructure planning
applications. Current coverage is sporadic, outdated, and of varying
quality--making it unusable for the vast majority of applications.
Funding a statewide lidar mapping program will achieve economies
of scale that reduce acquisition costs by approximately 25% or $5
million. It will also make the program eligible for federal fund
matching by the USGS (typically 30%).

108

Education
Rep. La Rosa

140a
Rep. Stevenson
Revised

Miscellaneous
139a
Rep. Stevenson
Revised

156
New

Policy Recommendation
Require internet providers to post service recovery information including
their best estimates of the length of power outages. When outages are
extended, consider plans for temporary internet services to be brought into
the area. Most businesses can operate with a generator, but not without
internet. For many businesses no internet means no phone service as well.
We need them up and operating so they can help their communities recover.
Reinvigorate volunteers to assist with hurricane relief efforts and promote
understanding of storm preparation and response. As a growing state this

Policy Recommendation
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Reinvigorate volunters to assist ith disaster relief efforts and
promote understanding of emergency preparation and response.

Revised or New Policy Recommendation
Withdraw this recommendation.

REQUEST: The request of the committee is to remove the 5%
threshold and supply additional financial resources necessary to back
fill the disproportionate funding that would be created to school
districts being greatly impact with higher percentages of increased
enrollment. A special consideration should be paid to current high
growth districts who have student facility challenges and no option
to redistrict or temporarily move students within the district.

Revised or New Policy Recommendation
Following the devastation of Hurricane Maria to the US Territories
of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, Governor Scott has made
multiple provisions to best prepare the State of Florida in
anticipation of numerous evacuees fleeing to Florida, both on a
temporary and permanent basis. One of the major impacts that were
anticipated was to our schools across the state of Florida. With
urgent requests from multiple legislative members in areas most
likely to feel the greatest impact, the Governor enacted additional
student count surveys throughout the year to most accurately
account for funding to schools absorbing the increased enrollment
across the state to Florida. Each of the additional surveys has
accounted a greater impact to some school districts, but the survey
requires a 5% increase in population threshold to be met from the
last original survey before any additional funding for those students
is received.

Appendix 7: New and Revised Member Recommendations

109

Rep Davis

Rep. Cortes

Rep. Renner

157
New

158
New

159
New
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Prior to performing the cremation, the funeral director must notify
the legally authorized person that they are waiving their right to
review the official death certificate. Any party that is involved in
signing or documenting information within the death certificate must
immediately transmit the death certificate once electricity and
internet service has been restored even if the state of emergency is
still in place.
Create within the Division of Emergency Management a real-time
tracking system for all post-disaster requests for aid or
reimbursement. The system should provide easy, online access for
the public, but, at minimum, provide detailed information for any
individual or entity making application for assistance or
reimbursement and provide the following:
• Guidance on the proper form for submission of an
application for assistance
• Date the application was received and any claim number
assigned
• Any deficiencies in the form of the application that need
correction before processing

Appendix 7: New and Revised Member Recommendations
must be a continuous effort. Establish lines of communication with people
Establish lines of communication with people in the business
in the business community who might be called on to assist in dealing with
community who might be called on locally to assist in dealing with
the unexpected.
unexpected circumstances that arise during emergencies.
Require that mobile phone users be included in the emergency
notification system established by the Division of Emergency
Management but be permitted to opt-out of notification upon request
to the division.
In the event a state of emergency is declared by the Governor of the
State of Florida, legally authorized persons, acting on behalf of a
decedent may authorize licensed funeral directors to perform
cremations prior to receipt of the death certificate only if all
reasonable efforts have been made to transmit the electronic request
for a death certificate to the Department of Health Office of Vital
Statistics.

110

160
New

Rep. Raschein

The current person/agency where the application is pending
for review or approval and date it was received by that
reviewer/approving authority
A good faith estimated completion date on which action will
be taken by the current reviewer/approving authority
An “approval flow chart” listing the next review/approval
steps and the respective agencies responsible
Date of approval (obligation of funds) and projected date for
receipt of payment
Immediate notification to an applicant for any requests for
additional information
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The program should also include sufficient data analytics to assess
and report average wait times for all applications at each stage of the
review/approval process by each agency so delays can be identified
and corrected. If possible, the data analytics should also assist the
reviewer/approver to identify any potentially fraudulent or inflated
claims, as well as potential deficiencies in applications that may
create delays for review/approval. Finally, data analytics should
provide DEM with information to assist it and other governmental
agencies to improve their own processes in hurricane recovery, as it
relates to expense reimbursement and disaster assistance.
Key Colony Beach
• Key Colony Beach suffered severe storm surge and would
like to request state assistance in rebuilding their City Hall
• Their cost for this will be $3,900,000
• They are asking that the State provide $2,000,000
(approximately 50%)

•

•

•

•
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2018 NEFRC Legislative Priorities

N o r t h e a s t F l o r i d a R e g i o n a l C o u nc i l

“ B RI N GI N G C O M M U N ITIES TOGETHER ”

GOVERNANCE / MEMBERSHIP

2018 NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
Honorable John Drew*

Chair - NEFRC Legislative Committee
Nassau County
Nassau County Tax Collector
904-491-7413
jdrew@nassautaxes.com

Honorable Bill Gulliford

Duval County
City of Jacksonville City Council
117 West Duval Street, Ste 425
Jacksonville, FL 32202
904-630-1397
gulliford@coj.net

Darryl Register*

Honorable Elaine Brown

Helga Van Eckert

dregister@bakerchamberfl.com

brown@killasheeinv.com

hvaneckert@flaglercountyedc.com

Baker County
904-259-6433

Duval County
904-280-4444

Kelly Redford

203 S. Highway 17
East Palatka, FL 32131
386-326-3499
kellyra1986@yahoo.com

Flagler County
386-313-4071
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St. Augustine City Commissioner
P.O. Box 210
St. Augustine, FL 32085
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Committee Purpose:

“Work collectively and promote regionally.”

Committee Philosophy:

This committee is guided by the Home Rule Philosophy to develop
and implement community-based solutions.

Committee Responsibilities:

To serve as the forum for the Northeast Florida Regional Council
Board of Directors to collect its local governments’
legislative priorities to promote a regional agenda.

*Florida Regional Councils Association Representative
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2018 NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
Infrastructure



Support economic prosperity and environmental protection through increased funding for water, wastewater,
(including septic tank reductions) and stormwater infrastructure projects, understanding the regional and statewide
importance of these initiatives to provide for the increasing needs of our citizens.

Home Rule



Support the preservation of existing home rule powers and oppose any attempt to preempt local government
home rule authority.

Beach Restoration and Re-nourishment



Support enhanced funding for beach restoration and re-nourishment.

Transportation




Support transportation funding for essential local government transportation projects and programs, including
transit, bicycle and pedestrian modes that improve the economy and quality of life.
Support funding for the Small County Road Assistance Program, the Small County Outreach Program,
Transportation Regional Incentive Program and the Transportation Disadvantaged Program.

Affordable Housing



Support use of the Local Government Housing Trust Fund only for affordable housing programs and oppose
any attempts to sweep the Trust Funds for other purposes.
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2018 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES OF THE NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL

The following Regional Legislative priorities were determined by a consensus of the Legislative Committee.
The Committee was guided by the Home Rule philosophy to develop and implement community-based solutions.

BAKER COUNTY 2018 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

2018 NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
SMALL COUNTY ROAD PROGRAMS
Background: The Small County Road Programs are critical to meeting Baker County’s
Transportation needs. The Small County Road Assistance Program (SCRAP), Small County
Outreach Program (SCOP), Community Incentive Grant Program (CIGP) and the Transportation
Regional Incentive Program (TRIP) provide necessary transportation funding for road
Improvements.
Requested Action: Support continuation and increase monies generated by statewide gas tax
collections to the State Transportation Trust Fund to provide essential transportation programs
such as SCRAP, SCOP, CIGP and TRIP. Prohibit the creation of any legislation that would restrict these types of funds
due to comprehensive plan amendments adopted by small counties.
Effect: Continuation of these vital programs will enable counties to make much needed road improvements, create jobs,
correct environmental problems created by runoff, and stimulate the local economy.
HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS/SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER
Background: Baker County has two hurricane shelters and a population of 27,000. The County is a “recipient county”
for urban Duval and other nearby coastal communities. The County has daily needs for facilities to serve senior citizens.
Property has been acquired and plans prepared for a building that can meet both needs. Matching funds assistance from
the State would allow the construction of a facility that will meet local and regional needs.
Requested Action: Support funding for a dual purpose facility.
Effect: Will provide a multi-purpose building for our senior citizens and also provide a shelter for evacuees and their pets
for local and regional residents in the event of a major hurricane.
OPPOSE EFFORTS TO PRIVATIZE THE NORTHEAST FLORIDA STATE HOSPITAL (NEFSH) AND
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS (DOC) FACILITIES
Background: NEFSH and DOC are important employers in Baker County. Baker County’s economy is heavily dependent
on the jobs generated by these facilities.
Requested Action: Oppose legislation mandating privatization and contracting procedures without giving the affected
facilities an opportunity to achieve similar savings internally.
Effect: A factually motivated decision should be made regarding the effectiveness of outsourcing NEFSH or DOC services.
The current public provider of service should have an equal opportunity to continue to providing the level of service.
PUBLIC LIBRARIES: STATE AID TO LIBRARIES & MULTI-LIBRARY COOPERATIVES
Background: The State Aid to Libraries grant program benefits all libraries in our State.
Requested Action: Fund the State Aid to Libraries program at least at the minimum maintenance of effort level.
Effect: State Aid pays for many activities in our public libraries; State Aid also brings $8 million in federal funds to Florida
through the Library Services and Technology (LSTA) program. LSTA funds keep our State Library open, pays for the
Florida Electronic Library (databases for all residents), and funds our Multi-Library Cooperatives (MLC’s). The minimum
maintenance of effort (MOE) level will ensure the funding for our local MLC’s and ensure that Florida receives its full share
of federal dollars through LSTA.
REVENUE DIVERSIFICATION
Background: Ad valorem taxes have been insufficient and an inequitable source of revenue for small counties. Counties
need to have the flexibility to levy additional sales tax at their discretion.
Requested Action: Allow counties the option to levy an additional sales tax.
Effect: The additional sales tax will create additional revenue for local governments that will affect the community as a
whole and not limit the burden solely to property owners.
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2018 NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

Realizing infrastructure investment requires community engagement; the program requires that 70% of the property owners
in a designated neighborhood agreed to connect into the utility system before the project can move forward. In early 2017,
the City of Jacksonville and JEA commenced outreach efforts in the highest ranked neighborhood, Biltmore C. Community
meetings, phone calls, door-to-door visits, and mailings were all utilized to ensure every property owner was made aware of
the program. Per program requirements, the 70% participation threshold must be achieved within six months of the official
notification of the project to property owners. Diligent outreach efforts resulted in a greater than 70% community participation
within the 6-month timeframe for Biltmore C.
Requested Action: To complete this project, the City requests additional funding in the Department of Environmental Protection
budget to assist with water and wastewater infrastructure expansion and septic tank reduction.
Effect: By allowing for additional funding to expand water and wastewater infrastructure and eliminate septic tanks, the
City of Jacksonville will positively impact the St. Johns River and its tributaries as well as stimulate economic growth and
development, particularly in economically disadvantaged areas.
FLOOD MITIGATION AND URBAN GREENWAY PROJECT
Background: McCoy’s Creek, a navigable waterway of the state, is prone to frequent flooding from rain events and saw severe
flooding from several recent storm events. The surrounding roadways, residential and commercial properties are located in a
flood zone. A master storm water plan was prepared in 2007 and several projects have been locally funded since that time.
The most cost effective flood mitigation option for this area, and one that provides the most beneficial long term solution for
the community, is the closure of McCoy’s Creek Blvd. and raising several bridges that cross the creek, restoring the natural
floodplain. The project thereby removes McCoy’s Creek Blvd and the adjacent residential and commercial properties from
the 100 year flood plain while maintaining the character of the community, restoring wetlands and habitat and providing for
recreational uses and connectivity.
Requested Action: Duval County requests funding opportunities in the Florida Department of Transportation’s budget to
assist cities and counties with the flood remediation and bridge elevation.
Effect: By assisting with funding, the State will help Jacksonville achieve its goal of turning this flooded road into a pedestrian
and bicyclist greenway along the creek bank and revitalize the economic viability of the area for development as well as
connect the area to downtown.
STREET PUMP STATION
Background: The LaSalle Street drainage basin is located in the historic San Marco area to the south and east of the St.
Johns River. Development in this area dates back to the early 1900s. The river is both the community’s signature feature
and the primary receiving water body for the area’s storm water runoff. However, this makes the neighborhood particularly
susceptible to flooding during rain events, which is exacerbated during high tide. The flooding has been an issue in this
area for decades. The most recent storm required that Search & Rescue units be sent into the area. Those teams rescued
100 people.
When the neighborhood floods, the quality of life for the residents is diminished: residents are stuck in their homes and regularly
featured dining, historic destinations and local businesses are unable to remain open slowing economic activity and the
collection of sales tax revenues. In addition, flooding in this area blocks citizens’ access to one of the city’s largest hospital.
Citizens of Jacksonville are unable to travel through the area and the flooding is hazardous for vehicles and pedestrians.
Requested Action: Funding is sought to assist the City in completing a storm water pump station within the LaSalle Street
basin, along with associated collection system upgrades to improve drainage and minimize flooding.
Effect: Receiving additional funds from the State will help Jacksonville permit and construct the pumps necessary for the
resolution on the flooding problem and decrease the debris and other environmental/landscaping chemicals that flow into
the St. Johns River decreasing the concern for water quality.
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DUVAL COUNTY 2018 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

WATER AND WASTEWATER INFRASTRUCTURE EXPANSION
Background: The City of Jacksonville and JEA formed a partnership in 2016 to reduce septic
tanks in Duval County. In order to effectively prioritize areas of need, the Jacksonville City Council
unanimously approved a matrix system, ranking 35 neighborhoods identified by the Duval County
Health Department for septic tank removal when funding is available. The matrix considers
environmental, health and welfare concerns together with community considerations, such as
median home value, providing for a matrix which evaluates a wide range of factors. Although
Jacksonville has upwards of 65,000 septic tanks throughout the County, and several thousand
near natural waterbodies or drainage facilities that discharge to waterways, the neighborhoods
represented on the priority matrix will remove or properly abandon about one third of the septic
tanks in Duval County.

FLAGLER COUNTY 2018 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

2018 NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
HOME RULE
Background: Local Government is closest to the people and the daily provider of the majority of
public services Floridians rely on. In providing these various services, local leaders must determine
how best to deliver services in their community while staying within their financial means. While
there is no denying that the State Legislature plays an important role in standardizing some issues
across the third largest state in the Country, we ask that issues coming before the Legislature
be viewed through the lens of constitutionally granted “home rule” for local governments. It is
imperative that local leaders are given the opportunity to lead and avoid a local dispute in one
community from becoming the burden of every other City and County in the State.
Requested Action: Seek local government input on possible legislative matters that have the potential of impacting local
communities.
Effect: Better communication with local governments to avoid negative legislative impacts on local services that may also
have unintended consequences, avoid negative impacts on local property taxes and/or not reverse decisions that have
been vetted on a local level.
ENHANCE FUNDING FOR WATER, WASTEWATER, AND STORMWATER INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS
Background: Florida local governments must be equipped with the adequate funding and tools necessary to protect
State natural resources and citizens living within these areas from development impacts and fallout from weather related
incidents. The funds recently allocated by the Legislature for these types of infrastructure projects has been growing,
but not at the pace necessary to address the rapidly growing regional needs and environmental challenges throughout
the State. Statewide problems with springs, algae blooms, and other environmental disasters will require State and local
leaders action on regional and local projects to avoid future disasters and reversal of the current ones. Projects require
money and while local leaders are coming to the table, state financial partnership is needed with grant assistance.
Requested Action: Continue to increase funding levels for water, wastewater, and stormwater infrastructure projects
understanding the local, regional and statewide environmental importance of these initiatives.
Effect: Empowering local governments with grant funds to ensure safe drinking water and proper treatment of wastewater
and stormwater, which will in turn protect and restore critical natural resources throughout the State.
MAINTAIN AND FUND BEACH RESTORATION AND RE-NOURISHMENT
Background: There are 18 miles of sandy beaches along the Flagler County coastline. The beaches of Flagler attract
millions of visitors each year and are also enjoyed by residents of the entire north Florida region. Not only do beaches
support tourism and the local economy, they also help protect property and provide critical habitat for sea turtles, shore
birds, and other marine wildlife. The long-term management of the County’s shoreline involves shore protection projects,
dune enhancements, and regional sediment management with extensive partnerships with State and Federal agencies.
The beach along the oceanfront in Flagler County provides shore protection for erosion caused by waves and other coastal
processes. The back to back hurricanes, (Matthew-2016 and Irma-2017) has caused severe beach erosion.
Requested Action: Continue to maintain and fund beach restoration and re-nourishment projects. As communities come
to the table with resources, state finance partnerships are needed to provide assistance. The local and state partnership
in the allocation of resources demonstrates on a federal level the importance of the beaches and the need for funding on
a federal level.
Effect: Healthy beaches are one of Florida’s most valuable assets. They are essential to the tourism revenues of coastal
communities across Florida.
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Requested Action: Support home rule powers to ensure control of local government.
Effect: A large majority of legislation creates unfunded mandates. Economically challenged and distressed cities do not
have a funding mechanism for these mandates. The proposed expansion of the homestead exemption further limits the local
government in its ability to serve the needs of the citizens. Local governments will be required to either reduce services or
increase taxes of businesses and residential owners. Any state imposed limitation on impact fees will further jeopardize
home rule. These fees are crucial for local governments to fund infrastructure created by new developments. And finally,
bills such as CS/CS/HB 687, which preempts local government from regulating the placement of wireless facilities within
our right of ways is an outright assault on home rule.
Utility Project Funding
Background: The City of Bunnell faces a problem of aged, outdated and failing utility infrastructure.
Requested Action: Funding is sought to construct and update utility infrastructure and build stormwater systems to
mitigate potential property losses.
Effect: This funding will assist smaller Cities to offset large capital outlays and help them maintain accepted levels of
services.
Maintain and Fund Beach Re-nourishment
Background: The City of Bunnell recognizes the economic-impact of the Florida beaches as they attract visitors, support
businesses and sustain jobs. In addition, beaches are a recreational resource for local residents, and provide protection
for private and public properties adjacent to the ocean.
Requested Action: Request that the State of Florida cooperate with local governments and agencies to ensure adequate
funding to assist with federal and local beach re-nourishment.
Effect: Beach re-nourishment will ensure adequate opportunities for residents and visitors alike to have a quality beach
experience.
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Bunnell 2018 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

Home Rule
Background: 166.021Powers. (1) As provided in s. 2(b), Art. VIII of the State Constitution,
municipalities shall have the governmental, corporate, and proprietary powers to enable
them to conduct municipal government, perform municipal functions, render municipal
services, and may exercise any power for municipal purposes, except when expressly
prohibited by law.

FLAGLER BEACH 2018 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

2018 NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
WATER QUALITY AND WASTEWATER INFRASTRUCTURE:
Background: Many communities continue to rely on decades-old water and wastewater
infrastructure. In coastal communities, potable water lines are subject to saltwater intrusion.
Corroding metal sewer system pipes and deteriorating lift stations pose a constant threat to
the environment. Some communities still allow private septic systems because of the financial
burden of extending sewer lines and putting the onus on its residents to pay impact fees. New
wells need to be drilled to keep up with population growth and to provide the necessary water
pressure for fire hydrants.
Requested Action: Increase both the number and the dollar amount of grants offered by federal and state agencies
to small and rural communities in order to improve their water and waste water facilities. Provide the needed resources
for communities to implement new technological improvements that will lower energy demands while meeting a higher
demand.
Effect: Encourages local governments to plan their budgets properly and seek additional funding opportunities. This
reduces the probability of a local facility becoming a burden to the State.
FLAGLER BEACH RESTORATION
Background: Flagler Beach has a tourist-dependent economy. In 2002, House Resolution 2676 provided for the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers to conduct a Feasibility Study of Flagler County’s coastline for Beach Re-nourishment. The
recommendation from that study was to provide shoreline protection to 2.6 miles in Flagler Beach to extend the dune 10 feet
and protect S.R. A1A. A Joint Participation Agreement between Flagler County and Florida Department of Transportation
was to provide $1 Million for the design phase and $3.8 Million for the construction phase. Additional funding is being
sought from FDOT, Florida Department of Environmental Protection (which will help fund construction up to 5O%), the
Tourist Development Council, and federal funds.
Requested Action: That the State of Florida promotes the funding of beach re-nourishment programs through partnerships
with state agencies and local governments.
Effect: The preservation of a vital recreational resource and a section of scenic highway State Route AlA that through
local, national, and international tourism has a high-impact, positive effect on the City’s and County’s economy.
CONSIDERATION TO ENSURE HOME RULE AND NO UNFUNDED FINANCIAL MANDATES TO
LOCAL MUNICIPALITIES:
Background: The Constitution Revision Commission (CRC) will meet in 2017-2018 and will recommend changes to
Florida’s Constitution that may appear on the 2018 general election ballot. Municipalities are the only form of government,
created to serve the needs and desires of its citizens. Local selfgovernment is the keystone of American democracy and
constitutional municipal home rule authority should be protected and preserved. Unexpected financial directives issued
by legislators can have a negative impact on local governments. Unfunded mandates takes money away from programs
intended to support or improve the quality of life of our citizens. An alternative would be to engage local governments in
program-specific partnerships with state and/or federal agencies in order to provide a level of service above and beyond
the basic necessities.
Requested Action: Urge the CRC to adopt proposals that strengthen municipal home rule authority and further restrict
unfunded state mandates.
Effect: Program-specific partnerships with cost-share budgets help cities direct funding to projects particular to the local
economy.
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Requested Action: Oppose legislation and initiatives that eliminate municipal home rule powers.
Effect: Allow local government to operate without interference from state government and provide its citizens with better
access and response from local elected officials.
ENHANCE WATER AND WASTEWATER FUNDING
Background: The City of Palm Coast doubled in population from 2000 to 2010. By 2035, our population is expected to
once again double. In addition, the amount of regulatory requirements from both the State and Federal government has
increased in order to provide safe drinking water and properly treat wastewater. In the last few years, the City has and will
continue to spend millions of dollars on projects directly related to State and Federal regulatory requirements (e.g. Zero
Liquid Discharge $11.4 million, wellfield expansion projects $2.75 million).
Requested Action: Enhance and provide additional funding for water and wastewater infrastructure projects.
Effect: Ensure safe drinking water and proper treatment of wastewater in a cost-effective manner.
PROVIDE BEACH RENOURISHMENT FUNDING
Background: Tourism and its economic impact helps diversify the economy in Palm Coast. Tourists visit Palm Coast not
only for our outdoor activities, sporting events, and cultural activities, but also to enjoy the wonderful beaches in Flagler
Beach and Flagler County.
Requested Action: Promote and provide funding of beach renourishment programs through partnerships with state
agencies and local governments.
Effect: Ensure that the City’s economy is vibrant and diverse through continued visitor spending.
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PALM COAST 2018 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

PROTECT HOME RULE
Background: In 1968, Florida voters amended the state constitution to confer broad
“home rule” powers on municipal government. This change was an unequivocal
expression of support for local self-government by the people of the State of Florida
and the right of the people to access government to address local needs and problems.
Unfortunately, each session, bills are proposed that contradict the will of the people
and usurp local control, where the local elected officials are more accountable and
responsive to their concerns.

PUTNAM COUNTY 2018 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

2018 NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT NECESSITIES
Background: Putnam County has been struggling to stimulate economic growth, and has been deterred by
the depressed economic environment for the past several years. The County is in dire need of the economic
resuscitation that is being realized in all of our surrounding counties. There are several factors which must
be mitigated in order to achieve the results necessary to grow and sustain this County. Assistance from
both the State and Federal governments is absolutely necessary for success. To date, we have received
some assistance, but a more intensive effort by both parties is necessary to achieve success.

•
•
•

Requested Action: There are several actions that are necessary to achieve a modicum of success for
our economic development.
• Monetary assistance is necessary to continue to expand our infrastructure in East Putnam.
Continue the multi-laning efforts for U.S. Highway 17 S. and S.R. 20. These are major corridors through Putnam County and are
vital to our Economic Development plans.
The Small County Road Assistance Program (SCRAP) and the Small County Outreach Program (SCOP) provide necessary
transportation funding for continued road improvements.
Increase the height of the Shands Bridge (located on SR16, connecting St. Johns and Clay Counties).

Effect: The opportunity to achieve immediate growth through housing development, expansion of current businesses, the ongoing paving
initiatives and the revitalization of new and existing industrial concerns will increase employment and expand County tax revenues.
PRESERVATION OF RODMAN RESERVOIR (LAKE OCKLAWAHA) AS A FUTURE WATER SOURCE
Background: Rodman Reservoir (Lake Ocklawaha) stores, at normal levels, approximately 21 billion gallons of water. More than 646 million
gallons of water flow over the Kirkpatrick Dam into the St. Johns River per day. This volume of water makes Rodman a potential source
of surface water that could provide potable water. Rodman Reservoir (Lake Ocklawaha) protects the St. Johns River from an overload of
nutrients by filtering the water that flows into Rodman before it flows over the Kirkpatrick Dam into the St. Johns River.
Requested Action: Continue to support the preservation of Rodman Reservoir (Lake Ocklawaha) as a wildlife refuge, potential water resource
and a filter of excessive nutrients for the citizens of Putnam County. Support the traditional drawdown of reservoir water levels.
Effect: The preservation of Rodman Reservoir (Lake Ocklawaha) will enable Putnam County to evaluate its viability as a water source
when planning for a central water system to serve parts of Putnam County west of the St. Johns River and to protect the St. Johns River
from excessive nutrients. Also, Rodman Reservoir serves as an economic engine driven by recreational and competitive fishing.
SMALL AND RURAL COUNTY DISASTER DEBRIS REMOVAL (1) and WASTE/RECYCLING FUNDING (2) ASSISTANCE
Background:
1. Putnam County is in a critical budget year which is exacerbated by the long delays in FEMA reimbursements for disaster debris
removal. We are a rural financially constrained county with limited taxing options with which to mitigate this crisis.
2. Although small and rural counties have been previously funded for small county solid waste management grants, Putnam County’s
solid waste and recycling efforts are in crisis. This is largely due to the inadequate solid waste intake for disposal.
Requested Action:
1. Putnam County needs immediate funding assistance for disaster debris removal. FEMA reimbursements are years behind, and we
are still awaiting reimbursement for Hurricane Matthew from 2016. With Hurricane Irma, we will have to withdraw funds from both
the sanitation budget fund for debris removal and general fund for emergency repairs and overtime.
2. Putnam County would like to have increased continued assistance for recycling, white goods, tire removal funding, and consideration
for grants to stimulate innovative programs that would resolve the current solid waste and landfill issues.
Effect:
1. Special funding will facilitate the county in returning to a normal operational status of solid waste and debris removal which would
help lessen our critical budget constraints.
2. Funding would allow Putnam County to continue our recycling efforts of increasing recycling goals and participation, thereby increasing
the life of our current landfill.
RESTORE MAXIMUM FUNDING OF THE STATE HOUSING INITIATIVES PARTNERSHIP (SHIP)
Background: There is a need in rural communities for housing assistance for rehabilitation and new construction for low and moderate
income persons. Waiting lists continue to increase even though the Legislature has redirected funding previously established by the
Sadowski Act under the State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP).
Requested Action: Restore maximum funding of each County’s SHIP allowance as projected prior to the funding reduction by the
Legislature.
Effect: Restoration of maximum SHIP funding amounts will immediately increase the number of individuals receiving SHIP assistance,
thereby creating a positive effect on Putnam County’s ad valorem revenues.
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Requested Action: Support transportation funding legislation that improves economic development, quality of life, the
Small County Road Assistance Program (SCRAP), the Small County Outreach Program (SCOP) and Transportation
Regional Incentive Program (TRIP).
•
Replenish the Transportation Trust Fund and use the fund for transportation projects only. Don’t use that revenue
fund as a bill payer for unrelated budget line items. Initiatives such as TRlP and the Transportation Disadvantaged
programs are beneficial to both the state and local government and need to be fully funded.
•

Request FDOT provide full funding for the US 301 and Crawford Road Rail Overpass.

Effect: A fully funded FDOT allows local governments to effectively work with and leverage local and regional projects
benefitting the citizens.
WATER & SEWER INFRASTRUCTURE
Background: In order to promote both economic development and to reduce the impact of septic systems and individual
wells on the environment, it is necessary to provide additional grant funding for the expansion of water and sewer
infrastructure. By providing additional grant funding this will allow for lower income areas to more easily take advantage of
programs to implement central water and sewer and to reduce the impacts of septic tanks and individual wells. Additional
grant funding for system expansion(s) and fast track permitting of water and sewer system expansion will also allow for
enhanced economic development. Having the ability to quickly get water and sewer to sites already approved for industrial
development will increase Florida’s economic competitiveness in attracting industry.
Requested Action: Provide additional grant funding in both the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and the
Department of Economic Opportunity for the expansion of funding sources to provide water and sewer to eliminate septic
systems and individual wells and also for Economic Development purposes.
Effect: By allowing for additional funding sources to expand water and sewer for economic development purposes and
to provide for the elimination of well and septic systems in environmentally sensitive areas, this will have a direct positive
impact on economic development and reduction in environmental impacts in environmentally sensitive areas.
PURCHASING POLICY
Background: As part of the preparation of the Capital Improvement Program, staff is required to include updated cost
estimates. According to Florida Statute 337.168, The Florida Department of Transportation is not required to provide
final cost estimates as a project is being prepared for bid. By not providing updated information as part of the Capital
Improvement Program, this would provide more incentive for contractors to give their best bid as opposed to “bidding the
cost estimate.”
Requested Action: Support Legislation that would amend Florida Statute 337.168 to include local governments in the
exemption of providing finalized estimated costs for projects.
Effect: Enhanced competitive bids to be received.
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NASSAU COUNTY 2018 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

TRANSPORTATION
Background: Past growth has resulted in continued needs for transportation network
improvements. The lack of improvements impacts desired quality of life projects, causes
increased traffic congestion and hampers economic development potential. Increased traffic
network demand with a reduced revenue stream has stressed state and local government’s
ability to meet regional/community needs and protect quality of life and economic development
needs.

ST. JOHNS COUNTY 2018 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

2018 NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
TRANSPORTATION
Background: St. Johns County’s road network has not kept up with the County’s rapid growth, resulting in
severe congestion on several key roadways.
Requested Actions:
•
State Road 312, including the State Road 313 Bypass – Request $95 million for the proposed State
Road 313 Extension/Bypass from State Road 207 to State Road 16; and request $30 million for Design,
Right-of-way Acquisition and Construction from State Road 16 north to Woodlawn Road.
•

State Road 16 and International Golf Parkway Intersection Improvements – Request $4 million for
the purpose of improving the State Road 16 and International Golf Parkway intersection to enhance traffic
safety and capacity. Construction includes travel lanes, turn lanes, and signal improvements.

•

County Road 2209 / International Golf Parkway to State Road 16 – Request $5 million for the purpose of constructing a new
four-lane roadway segment to improve traffic safety and congestion. The construction includes travel lanes, turn lanes, sidewalks,
and signal improvements. This will also improve safety and alleviate congestion at the nearby intersection of State Road 16 and
International Golf Parkway.

•

County Road 2209 / County Road 210 to State Road 16 – Request $90 million for the proposed County Road 2209 from County
Road 210 to State Road 16; and ensure maximum eligibility of State, Federal, and regional funding sources for County Road 2209
by designating it as a Strategic Intermodal System Facility from State Road 9B Extension to the First Coast Expressway.

•

County Road 2209 and County Road 244 Intersection Improvements – Request $1.5 million for the purpose of improving traffic
safety and congestion at this intersection of two major collector roads. Construction includes turn lanes, directional islands, and signal
improvements. This major intersection is immediately south of the new State Road 9B Interstate connection to County Road 2209.

•

County Road 244 Widening from Roberts Road to Oxford Estates – Request $2.5 million for the purpose of improving traffic
safety and roadway capacity. This project will widen a section of County Road 244 from the existing four-lane section up to the Oxford
Estates development. Construction includes adding two travel lanes, turn lanes, and signal improvements.

•

County Road 5A Safety Improvements – Request $8.5 million for the purpose of improving traffic safety and congestion, pedestrian
and bike safety, and water quality on County Road 5A. Construction includes turn lanes, bike lanes, sidewalks, and stormwater ponds.

•

First Coast Expressway – Include in the FDOT Work Program adequate funds to move this critical project of the First Coast
Expressway from I-95 to U.S. 17 to construction at the earliest possible date; ensure the highest funding prioritization for this critical
First Coast Expressway segment eligible for the greatest possible range of funding resources.

•

County Road 210 Overpass at U.S. 1 – Request $32 million in State funds for construction of a full interchange, including ramps,
for the County Road 210 overpass over U.S. 1 as phase two of this interchange project.

•

Expansion of St. Johns County Public Transit – Improve Medicaid transportation by moving it back to the coordinated system
under Chapter 427, F.S.; expand transit service provided by St. Johns County to include decreasing transit headways and expand
operating time; and ensure maximum eligibility of State, Federal, and regional funding sources to provide funds to expand transit
service in St. Johns County.

•

County Road 305 Extension from County Road 13S to State Road 206 – Request funding for the construction of a segment of County
Road 305 to connect County Road 13S and State Road 206.

Effect: Funding these transportation improvements will relieve traffic congestion, clarify transportation authority, and reduce associated
risks to the health, safety, and well-being of the users of those roadways.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Background: In many circumstances, new businesses who are seeking a site for relocation or expansion request financial incentives by
local, regional, and statewide entities as an inducement to make a final location selection. Providing local governments with additional
confidentiality, funding mechanisms, and educational opportunities would give Florida a competitive advantage when competing for
economic development and job creation.
Requested Actions:
•
Public Record and Open Meeting Exemptions for Economic Development Agencies – Amend Sections 286.0113 and
288.075, Florida Statutes, to enhance the confidentiality of economic development activities by allowing the Board of County
Commissioners to deliberate in private regarding an economic development proposal and allow confidential information in
the possession of an economic development agency to be provided to a member of the Board of County Commissioners
without such communication being considered a disclosure, which would terminate the confidential nature of the information.
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Funding of State-level Economic Development and Workforce Education and Training Programs – Enhance
funding for the State-level Economic Development Incentive Toolkit and Workforce Education and Training Programs,
including the reinstatement of the Quick Action Closing Fund or similar performance-based program to allow Florida
to be more competitive with other states to attract high-impact projects, diversify our economy, and create jobs.

•

University Recruitment and Development – Request funding for the recruitment and development of public
and private universities within St. Johns County.

Effect: Having the ability to negotiate in the “shade” would allow St. Johns County and other public agencies throughout the
state to be more competitive with other states when vying for large-scale economic development projects, and additional
funding would allow local entities to expand job creation programs and educational opportunities.
WATER QUALITY/WATER CONSERVATION
Background: Water quality, water distribution, and wastewater services remain high priorities in St. Johns County due to a variety of
environmental factors. Due to record growth, the County remains in a continual state of planning, construction, and maintenance of
water and wastewater facilities. In addition, St. Johns County was impacted by both Hurricane Matthew and Hurricane Irma within a
12-month period, bringing to light drainage concerns throughout a variety of communities within the County’s boundaries. As a result
of these dynamics, funding for water quality, water conservation, wastewater services, and drainage improvements remains one of the
County’s highest priorities.
Requested Actions:
•
Sustainable Florida and Water Conservation – Support legislation that encourages research, policies, and best practices associated
with appropriate water conservation and Sustainable Florida measures:
•
Reinstate the annual State funding for alternative-water-supply development and water-quality improvement and make it
a recurring source of annual State funding.
•
Support regional partnerships, incentives, and cooperative approaches to address long-term water sustainability in
Florida.
•
Set a per capita target or goal for water use and quantifiable best management water practices and provide a stable
funding base for the Conserve Florida program.
•
Support Florida-specific research on climate change and water management interrelationship to better understand
the State’s water vulnerabilities and make appropriate, effective adaptations to water-planning regulatory and financial
programs.
•
Encourage regional visioning and support sustainable community design.
•
Strengthen Florida’s buildings to address issues of hurricane protection, insurance rates, water conservation, and energy
conservation.
•
Continue the identification of Florida’s critical lands and waters and pursue new conservation methods.
•

Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL) Regulations – Request $60 million in State funds over the next five years to assist
in complying with the existing unfunded mandates for TMDL’s contained within the County’s National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) permit to preserve and protect the St. Johns River and
its tributaries, the inter-coastal waterways, and other regional bodies of water. This funding could come from a specific and
dedicated revenue source, authorized by the Florida Legislature, which is not currently available to local government jurisdictions.

•

Storm Water Trust Fund Pilot Program – Request the Florida Legislature support legislation that establishes a pilot program for
small coastal cities to improve resiliency to sea level rise.

•

City of St. Augustine Water, Wastewater, and Stormwater Infrastructure Funding – Support appropriations to increase
funding for increasing resiliency in water, wastewater, and stormwater infrastructure in the City of St. Augustine.

•

Town of Hastings Water Infrastructure Funding – Request $1.1 million for the repair and replacement of water infrastructure in
the Town of Hastings.

•

Deep Creek Channel Drainage – Request $1 million for the design and permitting of the Deep Creek Channel Project to alleviate
significant flooding in St. Johns County and minimize future damage to state roads, agricultural commerce, commercial businesses,
public facilities and residential homes in conjunction with the creation of a programmatic long-term maintenance mission.

•

Ponte Vedra Boulevard Drainage Improvement Funding – Request $2 million for stormwater drainage improvements and
pavement rehabilitation along Ponte Vedra Boulevard between Corona Road and Miranda Road.

Effect: Funding for water quality, water conservation, wastewater services, and drainage improvements would allow the County to address
the service needs of an exponentially-growing community, as well as ensure the health, safety, and welfare of the residents who call St.
Johns County home.

13

ST. JOHNS COUNTY 2018 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

•

ST. AUGUSTINE BEACH 2018 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

2018 NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
Vacation Rentals
Background:
•
Current statutory preemption of local zoning regulations directly and adversely affect the quality of
life of residents.
•
Local governments are best qualified to balance the needs of residents with those of commercial
short-term rentals.
•
Zoning regulations have traditionally been a local matter.
Requested Actions: Support legislation to promote home rule for vacation rentals.
Effect: Support home rule on zoning matters and limit the use of state preemption of vacation rental regulations.
COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCIES
Background:
•
Community redevelopment areas provide opportunities for growth and economic development to blighted areas and are a benefit
to local governments.
•
Enacting any changes that limit or dismantle existing CRAs would have a negative impact to the communities they serve.
Requested Actions: Defeat any legislation that limits or dismantles existing community redevelopment areas (CRA).
Effect: Because limiting CRAs would have a negative impact to the communities they serve, recommend to defeat any legislation that
might limit or dismantle CRAs.
Water Quality/Septic Tank Elimination
Background:
•
West Augustine area is a residential low-lying area with poor drainage and documented history of failing septic tanks.
•
Low income areas need financial assistance to propagate public sewers and offset costs to connect to public sewer.
•
Lack of public sewer has been a deterrent to economic growth and development of the West Augustine area.
•
Failing septic tanks negatively impact public health and safety and surface water bodies.
Requested Actions: Support appropriations to low income areas to assist with cost effective public sewers and grants to qualifying
families to offset connection costs. Support appropriations to increase funding aimed towards eliminating septic tanks, specifically in
West Augustine, aimed towards improving water quality and public health.
Effect: Public sewer availability aid in economic growth and overall water quality and public health. Support appropriations to provide
financial assistance to eliminate septic tanks in the West Augustine area.
Infrastructure Funding
Background:
•
Local governments need additional support for greater resiliency and mitigation from flooding and coastal threats and inundations.
•
Continue utilization and expand funding for water resource and flooding mitigation projects through cost share programs such as
the water management districts .
•
Support Storm Water Trust Fund Pilot program to seed planning and infrastructure funding to assist local governments with adapting
to threats from rising tides.
Requested Actions: Support appropriations to increase funding aimed towards increasing resiliency in water, wastewater and storm water
infrastructure.
Effect: Florida’s coastal communities are threatened by rising tides without technical and financial resources to plan, manage and adapt
to the threats. Critical infrastructure must become more resilient to continue to provide safe water supplies and treatment to the public.
Support legislation that provides the much-needed support to communities to aid in maintaining critical infrastructure.
Transportation Infrastructure
Background:
•
The gas tax rate needs to be raised, current rate is not sustainable source to fund the growing transportation needs and cannot
keep pace.
•
Support alternative or innovative methods for collecting and apportioning transportation user fees such as vehicle miles travelled
(VMT), congestion fees or tolls as an aid to reduce single vehicle occupancy.
•
Support greater percentage of transportation revenue to go towards mass transportation, car sharing and greater technology aimed
towards reducing emissions and congestion and funding other transportation modes.
Requested Actions: Support increased revenue for transportation.
Effect: The current model of gas tax and formulas for distribution are insufficient to keep up with transportation needs. Greater
apportionment to alternative modes, reduction of single occupancy vehicles and increase the gas tax rate.
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2018 NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

This Committee is guided by the Home Rule Philosophy to develop and implement
community-based solutions.
The legislative priorities of each county within the Northeast Florida Regional Council’s membership
and other regional stakeholders were collected. Each entity was requested to determine at least three
priorities that most significantly represented the critical needs and concerns of their communities and
constituents. The cumulative list total 22 priorities.
Through the gathering and analysis of all priorities submitted by each county individually, the Legislative
Policy Committee collectively determined the top 5 “Regional priorities,” which represented the most
common critical concerns of the Northeast Florida Region.
All priorities were reviewed to include background, requested action and effect.
Additional information regarding all legislative priorities for the counties is available upon request.

“I believe in the power of cooperation and that we are never
stronger than when we pool our resources for the betterment
of our Regional community.
Serving as Chairman for this committee has allowed me to
see first hand that although we come from different counties
with unique perspectives, we embrace many of the same
critical issues that affect the quality of life in our communities
and our Region.
The resources and expertise of the Northeast Florida
Regional Council affords us a greater opportunity to work
collectively and promote Regionally.”
Hon. John Drew
Chair - NEFRC Legislative Committee
Nassau County
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE INITIATIVES FOR THE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

The Legislative Policy Committee of the Northeast Florida Regional Council
(NEFRC) was created to address critical concerns within the member counties
that comprise the Region. It is composed with the aim of having at least one
delegate from each county (Baker, Clay, Duval, Flagler, Nassau, Putnam and St.
Johns), which includes the current President of the NEFRC.

2018 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES OF THE NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL

2018 NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

About the Northeast Florida
Regional Council
The Northeast Florida Regional Council (NEFRC) is a regional government agency serving
seven counties—Baker, Clay, Duval, Flagler, Nassau, Putnam, and St. Johns—and their
27 municipalities. Formed in 1977 by an interlocal agreement pursuant to Florida Statutes,
Chapter 163, it is one of 10 regional planning councils statewide.
The NEFRC is governed by a 35-member Board. Two-thirds are elected officials and
one-third are gubernatorial appointees.
The NEFRC provides a wide scope of services and programs including strategic
planning, Development of Regional Impact reviews, economic development, regional
transportation, natural resources, affordable housing, emergency preparedness and
technical assistance.
The Northeast Florida Regional Council is committed to continuing its regional
initiatives in support of shared visions, values and goals.

Our Mission

To be a dynamic network of local governance, providing visionary leadership, advocacy,
and coordination between counties and local, state and federal governmental agencies
to preserve and enhance the quality of Northeast Florida’s economic, natural, built and
social environment.
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2018 NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

“Bringing Communities Together

For additional information:
Brian D. Teeple
Chief Executive Officer
Baker • Clay • Duval • Flagler • Nassau • Putnam • St. Johns
100 Festival Park Avenue • Jacksonville, Florida 32202
(904) 279-0880 • Fax (904) 279-0881 • www.nefrc.org • Email: info@nefrc.org
facebook • twitter • linkedin • youtube
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2018 NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
Notes
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N o r t h e a s t F l o r i d a R e g i o n a l C o u nc i l

“ B RI N GI N G C O M M U N ITIES TOGETHER ”

FOLLOW US.

Agenda
Item
Tab 19
Tab 19
Tab 19
Tab 19
Tab 19

MEMORANDUM
Date:

January 22, 2018

To:

Northeast Florida Regional Council Board of Directors

From:

Brian D. Teeple, Chief Executive Officer

Re:

Florida Regional Councils Update

The Policy Board of the Florida Regional Councils Association (FRCA) met in Tallahassee on
January 12, 2018. Attached are the agenda packets for the Partners Meeting as well as the
Business Meeting. The most notable event from these meetings is that Commissioner Roxanne
Horvath was unanimously elected as President of the FRCA Policy Board!
I am happy to answer any questions you may have.

Apalachee  Central Florida
East Central Florida  North Central Florida
Northeast Florida  South Florida  Southwest Florida
Tampa Bay  Treasure Coast  West Florida

Florida Regional Councils Association
Policy Board Partners Meeting
January 12, 2018
9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
DoubleTree Hotel
101 South Adams Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32301

AGENDA
8:30 – 9:00 a.m.

Hot Breakfast and Networking

9:00 – 9:15 a.m.

Call to Order, Welcome, Introductions and Approval of June 30, 2017
Partners Meeting Summary
Honorable Roxanne Horvath, NEFRC, FRCA 1st Vice-President

9:15 – 9:45 a.m.

National Association of Regional Councils
Leslie Wollack, Executive Director

9:45 – 10:00 a.m.

Legislative Agenda and Update, Florida League of Cities
David Cruz, Esquire, Legislative Advocate

10:00 – 10:15 a.m.

Legislative Agenda and Update, Florida Association of Counties
Susan Harbin Alford, Esquire, Senior Associate Director

10:15 – 10:30 a.m.

Break

10:30 – 10:50 a.m.

Presentation on Water Issues
Seminole County Commissioner Lee Constantine, FRCA Past President

10:50 – 11:20 a.m.

Florida 2030
Tony Carvajal, Executive Vice President, Florida Chamber Foundation

11:20 – 11:35 a.m.

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy Update
Pat Steed, Executive Director, Central Florida RPC

11:35 – 12:00 p.m.

Closing Comments/Adjourn for Working Lunch
Honorable Roxanne Horvath, NEFRC, FRCA 1st Vice-President

12:00 p.m.

BUSINESS MEETING CONVENES

2507 Callaway Road, Suite 200  Tallahassee, FL 32303  850.487.1426

Apalachee  Central Florida
East Central Florida  North Central Florida
Northeast Florida  South Florida  Southwest Florida
Tampa Bay  Treasure Coast  West Florida

Florida Regional Councils Association
Policy Board Partners Meeting Summary - Draft
June 30, 2017
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Marriott Hotel
Polo E & D
1001 Okeechobee Boulevard
West Palm Beach, Florida 33401
Call the Meeting to Order, Welcome and Policy Board Member Introductions
Barbara Sheen Todd, TBRPC, FRCA President
Policy Board members and Alternates in attendance:
• Ms. Barbara Sheen Todd, Gubernatorial Appointee, Tampa Bay RPC, FRCA President
• Mr. Mario Bailey, Gubernatorial Appointee, South Florida RPC
• Honorable Jim Burch, Councilman, City of Cape Coral, Southwest Florida RPC
• Honorable Frank Caplan, Vice-Mayor, City of Key Biscayne, South Florida RPC
• Honorable Lee Constantine, Commissioner, Seminole County, East Central Florida RPC
• Honorable Kasey Cuchens, Councilwoman, City of Freeport, West Florida RPC
• Honorable Kristin Dozier, Commissioner, Leon County, Apalachee RPC
• Honorable Roxanne Horvath, Councilwoman, City of St. Augustine, Northeast Florida RC
• John Lesman, Gubernatorial Appointee, East Central Florida RPC
• Ms. Lisa Miller, Gubernatorial Appointee, Apalachee RPC
• Honorable Tod Mowery, Commissioner, St. Lucie County, Treasure Coast RPC
• Honorable Peter O’Bryan, Commissioner, Indian River County, Treasure Coast RPC
• Mr. Reece Parrish, Gubernatorial Appointee, Treasure Coast RPC
• Mr. Thomas Perry, Gubernatorial Appointee, Southwest Florida RPC
• Honorable Kurvin Quail, Mayor, Town of Jay, West Florida RPC
• Ms. Sandy Walters, Gubernatorial Appointee, South Florida RPC
• Honorable Gene Wright, Mayor of Malone, Apalachee RPC

2507 Callaway Road, Suite 200  Tallahassee, FL 32303  850.487.1426

Regional Planning Council Executive Directors in attendance:
• Michael Busha, Treasure Coast RPC
• Hugh Harling, Jr., East Central Florida RPC
• Scott Koons, North Central Florida RPC
• Austin Mount, West Florida RPC
• Chris Rietow, Apalachee RPC
• Patricia Steed, Central Florida RPC
• Sean Sullivan, Tampa Bay RPC
• Brian Teeple, Northeast Florida RC
• Margaret Wuerstle, Southwest Florida RPC
Staff in Attendance:
• Rana Brown, Legislative Consultant, Ronald L. Book, P.A.
• Denise Imbler, Statewide Coordinator, FRCA
Guests in Attendance:
• Erin Deady, Resiliency Florida
• Edgar Fernandez, Resiliency Florida
• Representative Kristin Jacobs, District 96
• John Kalisiki, Cambridge Systematics
• Joe McKinney, National Association of Development Organizations
• Manny Pumariega, CPA
Resiliency Florida
Erin Deady, Esq., AICP gave a presentation on the various resiliency work going on around the state
focusing on coastal resiliency and the formation of the 501(c)( 3) to support these efforts. Her
presentation is available at: http://www.flregionalcouncils.org/resources/meeting-materials/
National Association of Development Organizations (NADO)
Joe McKinney, Executive Director provided an update on the current budget process occurring in
Washington D.C. His presentation is available at:
http://www.flregionalcouncils.org/resources/meeting-materials/
House Bill 181 and Regional Planning Councils
State Representative Kristin Jacobs, District 96 discussed House Bill 181, which takes effect on July 1,
2017. The goal of the bill is to bring together state agencies for coordination and collaboration as
they address climate change. FRCA staff was directed to seek participation in the process at the
quarterly meetings established by the bill. Her presentation is available at:
http://www.flregionalcouncils.org/resources/meeting-materials/
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2030 Cornerstone Project Update
John Kaliski, Principal, Cambridge Systematics provided an overview on the 2030 Project conducted
by the Florida Chamber Foundation. His presentation is available at:
http://www.flregionalcouncils.org/resources/meeting-materials/. He discussed the results of the
statewide town halls held around the state during 2016 and 2017
Closing Comments
President Sheen Todd thanked the guest speakers for their presentations and partnerships with
Florida’s regional planning councils and adjourned the FRCA Partners Meeting for a working lunch.
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Apalachee  Central Florida
East Central Florida  North Central Florida
Northeast Florida  South Florida  Southwest Florida
Tampa Bay  Treasure Coast  West Florida
Florida Regional Councils Association
Policy Board Business Meeting
January 12, 2018
12:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
DoubleTree Hotel, Ballroom
101 South Adams Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32301

AGENDA
12:00 – 12:10 p.m.

1. Call to Order
• Election of Officers
• Approval of the January 12, 2018 Policy Board Agenda
• Approval of the June 30, 2017 Policy Board Business Meeting Summary
Honorable Roxanne Horvath, NEFRC, FRCA 1st Vice-President

12:10 – 12:40 p.m.

2. Regional Planning Council Recent Projects
• Regional Planning Council Report Outs
All Regional Planning Councils

12:40 – 12:50 p.m.

3. FRCA 2017 Year in Review and Presentation of the 2017 Annual Report
Pat Steed, CFRPC, FRCA Executive Directors Advisory Committee Chair

12:50 – 1:00 p.m.

4. FRCA Financial Report and CPA Agreement
Brian Teeple, NEFRC, FRCA Executive Directors Advisory Committee Treasurer

1:00 – 1:10 p.m.

5. Resiliency Florida Partnership
FRCA President

1:10 – 1:30 p.m.

6. Legislative Report and Draft 2018 Legislative Agenda
FRCA President
Ronald L. Book, Executive Director

1:30 – 2:15 p.m.

7. Florida’s Economic Outlook (Invited)
Amy Baker, Coordinator, Florida Office of Economic & Demographic Research

2:15 – 2:20 p.m.

8. Appointment of Nominating Committee for 2018-2019 Policy Board Officers
FRCA President

2:20 – 2:30 p.m.

9. Other Business and Adjourn
FRCA President

2507 Callaway Road, Suite 200  Tallahassee, FL 32303  850.487.1426

Agenda Item #1
Apalachee  Central Florida
East Central Florida  North Central Florida
Northeast Florida  South Florida  Southwest Florida
Tampa Bay  Treasure Coast  West Florida

Florida Regional Councils Association
Policy Board Business Meeting Summary - Draft
June 30, 2017
12:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Marriott Hotel
Polo E & D
1001 Okeechobee Boulevard
West Palm Beach, Florida 33401
Call to Order, Welcome and Introductions
Ms. Barbara Sheen Todd, Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council (TBRPC), FRCA President called
the meeting to order. The following members, staff and guests were in attendance:
Policy Board Members and Alternates in attendance:
• Ms. Barbara Sheen Todd, Gubernatorial Appointee, Tampa Bay RPC, FRCA President
• Mr. Mario Bailey, Gubernatorial Appointee, South Florida RPC
• Honorable Jim Burch, Councilman, City of Cape Coral, Southwest Florida RPC
• Honorable Franklin H. Caplan, Vice Mayor, City of Key Biscayne, South Florida RPC
• Honorable Lee Constantine, Commissioner, Seminole County, East Central Florida RPC
• Honorable Kasey Cuchens, Councilwoman, City of Freeport, West Florida RPC
• Honorable Kristin Dozier, Commissioner, Leon County, Apalachee RPC
• Honorable Roxanne Horvath, Councilwoman, City of St. Augustine, Northeast Florida RC
• John Lesman, Gubernatorial Appointee, East Central Florida RPC
• Ms. Lisa Miller, Gubernatorial Appointee, Apalachee RPC
• Honorable Tod Mowery, Commissioner, St. Lucie County, Treasure Coast RPC
• Honorable Peter O’Bryan, Commissioner, Indian River County, Treasure Coast RPC
• Honorable Mike O’Connor, Councilman, City of Okeechobee City, Central Florida RPC
• Mr. Reece Parrish, Gubernatorial Appointee, Treasure Coast RPC
• Mr. Thomas Perry, Gubernatorial Appointee, Southwest Florida RPC
• Honorable Kurvin Qualls, Mayor, Town of Jay, West Florida RPC
• Ms. Sandy Walters, Gubernatorial Appointee, South Florida RPC
• Honorable Gene Wright, Mayor, Town of Malone, Apalachee RPC
Regional Planning Council Executive Directors in attendance:
• Michael Busha, Treasure Coast RPC
• Hugh Harling, Jr., East Central Florida RPC
2
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Scott Koons, North Central Florida RPC
Austin Mount, West Florida RPC
Chris Rietow, Apalachee RPC
Patricia Steed, Central Florida RPC
Sean Sullivan, Tampa Bay RPC
Brian Teeple, Northeast Florida RC
Margaret Wuerstle, Southwest Florida RPC

Staff in Attendance:
• Ron Book, Executive Director
• Rana Brown, Legislative Consultant, Ronald L. Book, P.A.
• Denise Imbler, Statewide Coordinator, FRCA
Guests in Attendance:
• Manny Pumariega, CPA
• Marcos MasDeOgo
Approval of the June 30, 2017 Agenda and the January 13, 2017 Policy Board Business Meeting
Summary
The meeting agenda and summary were approved by consensus.
Regional Planning Council Report Out
Each RPC provided a brief update on current projects some of which included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Apalachee RPC – Housing--the Big Bend Continuum of Care
Central Florida RPC – Planning with Avon Park Air Force Range
East Central Florida RPC – Full-Scale Emergency Management Exercise
North Central Florida RPC – Florida Chamber Foundation Town Hall Initiatives
Northeast Florida RC – Northeast Florida Healthcare Coalition
South Florida RPC – Strategic Planning Retreat
Southwest Florida RPC – Affordable Housing Initiatives
Tampa Bay RPC – Smart Growth Implementation
Treasure Coast RPC – Transportation Corridor Planning Projects
West Florida RPC – Grant Writing on behalf of local governments for Triumph Funds

Update from the Executive Directors Advisory Committee (EDAC)
Pat Steed, EDAC Chair, provided a report highlighting the newly redesigned FRCA website,
newsletter and promotional materials reflecting the rebranding. She also provided information
on the numerous projects, workshops, conferences and awards recently won by RPCs.
Path Forward Committee – Final Report
Michael Busha, TCRPC Executive Director, provided the final report on the Path Forward
Committee and the culmination of their efforts including the rebranding with thanks to the
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Committee Chair Ms. Barbara Sheen Todd.
Update from the Policy Board President
Ms. Sheen Todd provided a report on her time as President, working with the Policy Board and
the RPC Executive Directors. She gifted the Policy Board members an electronic version of the
FRCA outreach materials created in the last year.
FRCA Assembled Financial Statements for Fiscal Year 2015-16
Manny Pumariega, CPA, presented the Assembled Financial Statements as required by Florida
Statute. The Board unanimously approved the Assembled Financial Statements.
FRCA Financial Report
Brian Teeple, EDAC Treasurer, presented the financial report as of June 22, 2017. Mario Bailey,
SFRPC, requested formation of a committee to determine the result of the proposed EDA grant
funds questioned by the SWFRPC. The committee is to be staffed by Brian Teeple. The Board
accepted the financial report as presented.
Fiscal Year 2017-18 Year FRCA Budget
Ms. Steed presented the FRCA Budget noting that the dues structure will be updated to reflect
the move of Marion County to the East Central Florida RPC. The budget was approved
unanimously.
Executive Director’s Report
Ronald L. Book, FRCA Executive Director, gave a report on the 2017 Legislative Session including
local government pre-emption, medical marijuana and workers compensation. There was
discussion regarding the role of RPCs and how to better communicate those roles and
disseminate that information.
2018 Legislative Agenda
The Honorable Lee Constantine, Chair Legislative Committee, discussed the 2018 Legislative
Agenda and suggested that Mr. Book provide an action plan for FRCA.
Election of Officers for 2017-2018 Policy Board
Commissioner Constantine presented the nominations as follows:
• President – Tod Mowery, Treasure Coast RPC
• 1st Vice President – Roxanne Horvath, Northeast Florida RC
• 2nd Vice President – Sandy Walters, South Florida RPC
A motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to elect the officers as presented.
FRCA President Tod Mowery formed a Legislative Committee and appointed the following
members:
• Frank Caplan, South Florida RPC
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•
•
•
•
•

Lee Constantine, East Central Florida RPC
Kristin Dozier, Apalachee RPC
Roxanne Horvath, Northeast Florida RC
Tommy Perry, Southwest Florida RPC
Chris Rietow, Apalachee RPC

FRCA President Tod Mowery formed the EDA Grant/Southwest Florida RPC Committee and
appointed the following members:
• Mario Bailey, South Florida RPC
• Scott Black, Tampa Bay RPC
• Doug Smith, Treasure Coast RPC
• Brian Teeple, Northeast Florida RC
The Policy Board members unanimously approved the appointment of these members. The
Board also voted to adopt a process to have Mr. Book develop a legislative report and make a
recommendation to the Legislative Committee for the 2018 Legislative Session.
Meeting Adjourned
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Agenda Item #4a
FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCILS ASSOCIATION
FINANCIAL STATEMENT AS OF
December 31, 2017
Reserve Fund Balance October 1, 2017

$ 54,435.35

Income Received: FRCA Membership Dues Prior Years
Income Received: FRCA Membership Dues 16/17

$ 1,000.00
$ 69,959.50

Total Income Received FY 17/18

$ 70,959.50
TOTAL:

BUDGET

EXPENDITURE CATEGORIES

Executive Director

85,000.00

Executive Director Expenses

5,000.00

$ 125,394.85

EXPENDITURES
TO DATE

14,166.68
11,786.58

BALANCE

70,833.32
5,000.00

Intergovernmental Services - ARPC

70,000.00

58,213.42

Intergovernmental Services - FAC

20,000.00

-

20,000.00

Policy Board Meetings

10,000.00

-

10,000.00

RPC Directors' Meetings/Committees
News Service of FL / Professional Assoc.
Dues / FAC / FLC Conference Booths

10,000.00

681.33

9,318.67

15,500.00

1,100.00

14,400.00

215,500.00

27,734.59

187,765.41

BALANCE ON HAND IN CHECKING ACCOUNT 12/31/17

$ 97,660.26

EXPENDITURES TO DATE PLUS CASH ON HAND

$ 125,394.85

Brian Teeple / FRCA Treasurer
12/31/2017
6

FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCILS ASSOCIATION
2017/2018 MEMBERSHIP DUES STATEMENT - As of 12/31/17

ANNUAL
DUES

PAYMENTS
SINCE LAST
REPORT

FY TO DATE
PAYMENTS

17/18 DUES
BALANCE

Apalachee

16,637.00

-

4,159.25

12,477.75

Central Florida

17,820.00

-

4,455.00

13,365.00

East Central Florida

26,573.00

-

6,643.25

19,929.75

North Central Florida

17,968.00

-

4,492.00

13,476.00

Northeast Florida

20,315.00

-

5,078.75

15,236.25

South Florida

29,948.00

-

7,487.00

22,461.00

Southwest Florida

20,386.00

-

5,096.50

15,289.50

Tampa Bay

26,263.00

-

6,565.75

19,697.25

Treasure Coast

21,447.00

-

21,447.00

West Florida

18,143.00

-

4,535.00

$ 215,500.00 $

-

TOTALS

$

FY 14/15

14,365.25
(1,000.00)
13,365.25
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13,608.00

69,959.50 $ 145,540.50

FRCA Accts Receivable (AR) as of 12/31/17 Re-Cap
SWFRPC

-

Agenda Item #4b

LETTER OF AGREEMENT
This letter is to confirm our understanding of the terms and objectives of our engagement to
provide accounting services, the output of which will be in the form of annually assembled
financial statements. I will perform the following services:
• Assist you in recording transactions on an annual basis;
• Prepare a trial balance from your accounts and journals;
• Assemble that information in the form of financial statements; and,
• Provide comments of a business advisory nature.
I do not undertake to, and will not, provide any opinion or form of assurance on the financial
statements I assemble in connection with these services and, accordingly, I do not undertake to
make inquiries or perform other procedures to verify, corroborate, or review information
supplied by you. In addition, those statements may contain departures from generally accepted
accounting principles or another comprehensive basis of accounting.
My engagement to assemble financial statements cannot be relied upon to disclose errors, fraud,
or illegal acts, including fraud or defalcations that may exist. These assembled financial
statements are prepared by an entity that is licensed by the Florida Board of Accountancy.
I shall be pleased to discuss this letter with you at any time. If the foregoing is in accordance with
your understanding, please sign the copy of this letter in the space provided and return it to me.
Sincerely yours,
Manny Pumariega, CPA

(Signature of Certified Public Accountant)
Accepted and agreed to: Florida Regional Councils Association

President

Date
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Agenda Item #5
Apalachee  Central Florida
East Central Florida  North Central Florida
Northeast Florida  South Florida  Southwest Florida
Tampa Bay  Treasure Coast  West Florida

MEMORANDUM
To:

FRCA Policy Board

From:

Pat Steed, Chair of the Executive Director’s Advisory Council (EDAC)

Date:

January 12, 2018

Subject:

Strategic Partnership with Resiliency Florida

Background: During the June 30, 2017 FRCA Policy Board Partners meeting Erin L. Deady, P.A.
provided a presentation on Resiliency Florida, a non-profit organization of local government
members and private sector partners working to address resiliency across the State of Florida.
Their mission is to “…act as a conduit for developing local government and private sector
partnerships to secure funding and regulatory and legislative support for resiliency and
adaptation strategies at the state and federal levels.” It is requested that FRCA serve as a
strategic partner with Resiliency Florida.
Action Requested: It is recommended that FRCA participate as a strategic partner with
Resiliency Florida ensuring that all information from RPCs is available to support coordination
amongst regional planning councils across the state.
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Agenda Item #6a
Apalachee  Central Florida
East Central Florida  North Central Florida
Northeast Florida  South Florida  Southwest Florida
Tampa Bay  Treasure Coast  West Florida
MEMORANDUM
To:

FRCA Policy Board

From:

Legislative Committee

Date:

January 12, 2018

Subject:

Legislative Report for 2018

Background: During the June 30, 2017 FRCA Policy Board meeting, FRCA President Tod
Mowery formed a Legislative Committee to include the following members:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Vice Mayor Frank Caplan, South Florida RPC
Commissioner Lee Constantine, East Central Florida RPC
Commissioner Kristin Dozier, Apalachee RPC
Councilwoman Roxanne Horvath, Northeast Florida RC
Mr. Tommy Perry, Southwest FRPC
Mr. Chris Rietow, Apalachee RPC

The Legislative Committee met by conference call on October 25, 2017. The following
members participated on the conference call:
•
•
•
•

Commissioner Tod Mowery, FRCA President, Treasure Coast RPC
Commissioner Kristin Dozier, Apalachee RPC
Mr. Tommy Perry, Southwest Florida RPC
Mr. Chris Rietow, Apalachee RPC

Staff participating included:
• Mr. Ron Book
• Ms. Rana Brown
• Ms. Denise Imbler
Summary and Recommendation: The Committee reviewed and discussed the FRCA legislative
platform as well as the heightened focus on resiliency in the aftermath of Hurricane Irma. The
unanimous recommendation for the 2018 Legislative Session is to not seek an appropriation.
Additionally, the Committee agreed that RPCs should be mentioned as regional resources in the
resiliency conversation, where appropriate.
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Agenda Item #6b
Apalachee  Central Florida
East Central Florida  North Central Florida
Northeast Florida  South Florida  Southwest Florida
Tampa Bay  Treasure Coast  West Florida

2018 LEGISLATIVE AGENDA - Draft
Regional planning councils have been in existence in Florida since the early 1960s, created
by the local governments they serve, to meet local government and regional needs,
provide services, and ensure access to state and federal initiatives and programs. Florida
Statutes recognize regional planning councils as “Florida’s only multipurpose regional

entities that plan for and coordinate intergovernmental solutions on multi-jurisdictional
issues, support regional economic development, and provide assistance to local
governments.”
FRCA’s 2018 legislative agenda is divided into two categories:
1) Legislative Action Items and Top Priorities for FRCA

These are legislative priorities where a proactive role and involvement is expected
by FRCA’s Executive Director and the RPC membership in order to accomplish
them; and
2) Other Legislative Priorities in Support of RPCs and their Member Local
Governments
These are statements in support of RPCs and various legislative priorities of mutual
interest and concern set forth by the Florida Association of Counties, Florida
League of Cities, and Florida Small County Coalition. These priorities are conceived
with the input of numerous RPC board members and other local elected officials
who participate in these statewide organizations. This portion of FRCA’s 2018
legislative agenda is organized under the Florida Chamber Foundation’s Six-Pillar
framework.
The Florida Regional Councils Association, an alliance of Florida’s 10 regional planning
councils, serves to strengthen the consistency and quality of regional planning council
programs to ensure economic prosperity and add value to local, regional, and state
initiatives. To that end, the Florida Regional Councils Association Policy Board adopted
the following priorities for the 2018 Legislative Session:
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Legislative Action Items
1) Advance Support legislation for a project-specific statewide appropriation for the
RPCs with emphasis in the RPC program areas of transportation, housing,
emergency preparedness, and environmental protection.
2) Support legislation directing the use of all Florida Housing Trust fund monies for
Florida’s housing programs.
3) Support inclusion of RPCs as regional resources in resiliency ativities throughout
the state.
Legislative Priorities in Support of RPCs and Their Member Local
Governments
Talent Supply & Education
The Florida Regional Councils Association supports enhanced economic competitiveness,
which must include an emphasis on Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM)
and critical thinking in public education and training programs that are aligned with
existing and emerging job markets and industry clusters.
Innovation & Economic Development
The Florida Regional Councils Association supports full funding of regional planning
councils to, at a minimum, leverage the role of regional planning councils as federally
designated economic development districts; provide support to state and regional
economic development initiatives and activities; provide assistance to local economic
development organizations; and, cover the costs of statutory responsibilities.
The Florida Regional Councils Association supports retaining the existing statutory
authorities and responsibilities vested in RPCs.
Infrastructure & Growth Leadership
The Florida Regional Councils Association supports a continued state and regional role
in helping local governments accommodate future growth while ensuring economic
prosperity and preparing for and responding to emergencies and natural disasters.
The Florida Regional Councils Association supports future transportation corridors, a
diverse and competitive statewide multi-modal transportation network, and sustainable
sources of transportation funding that are consistent with and support regional visions
and further the regional Comprehensive Economic Development Strategies of Florida’s 10
federally designated Economic Development Districts.
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The Florida Regional Councils Association supports a comprehensive action plan on
coastal flooding and loss, with energy policies and other funding initiatives to reduce
greenhouse gases and to address ecosystem sustainability, long-term water supply, flood
protection, public health and safety, adaptation and mitigation, infrastructure needs, and
economic prosperity.
The Florida Regional Councils Association supports legislation that provides a
mechanism to ensure the extra-jurisdictional impacts from large-scale development
projects are adequately addressed within the impacted cities and counties prior to
development approval.
The Florida Regional Councils Association supports maintaining and protecting the
integrity of all Trust Funds for their stated use.
Business Climate & Competitiveness
The Florida Regional Councils Association supports a strong, but fair development
impact mitigation process that addresses extra-jurisdictional impacts and impacts to
natural resources of regional significance and other regional resources and facilities;
provides a seat at the table for all impacted local governments; preserves the role of
regional planning councils as conveners and their right to collect fees for services; utilizes
regional planning councils’ dispute resolution processes; and, protects the entitlements
and vested development rights necessary for large-scale, long-term financial investments.
The Florida Regional Councils Association supports changes to the Sector Plan process
that would provide regional planning councils with a fee for service funding mechanism
to allow them to participate in the process in a more meaningful capacity; require regional
planning councils to convene all affected parties in the process; and, create a role for
regional planning councils in the Detailed Specific Area Plan process to ensure all regional
issues are addressed.
The Florida Regional Councils Association supports unlimited ability of a regional
planning council to provide planning and technical services for a fee, in furtherance of its
mission.
Civic & Governance Systems
The Florida Regional Councils Association supports the positions and policies of
organizations that share a common membership with regional planning councils including
the Florida Association of Counties, Florida League of Cities, Small County Coalition, and
the Metropolitan Planning Organization Advisory Council, and which are of mutual interest
and concern.
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The Florida Regional Councils Association supports efforts to improve efficiency and
collaboration among agencies tasked with multi-jurisdictional planning throughout the
state including quorum options to improve efficiency.
The Florida Regional Councils Association (FRCA) supports an e v al u ati on of
i m pacts th at th e 2 0 1 1 -20 15 growth man age me n t l aw changes have had on
Florida’s economy, environment, local and regional infrastructure, and community
development. FRCA supports the completion and consideration of this evaluation prior
to adopting any new legislation further reducing state planning oversight; preempting
local planning decisions; or limiting the ability of regional planning councils to identify
and address multi-jurisdictional development impacts, coordinate intergovernmental
solutions addressing these impacts, or carry out regional impact review and comment
responsibilities related to DRI-scale development.
Quality of Life & Quality Places
The Florida Regional Councils Association supports regional visioning as a means to
guide the future of Florida, build public/private coalitions to implement key regional and
statewide initiatives, and serve as the basis for strategic statewide planning and
budgeting initiatives.
The Florida Regional Councils Association supports a comprehensive and balanced multimodal approach with context sensitive solutions, tied to strategic statewide planning and
budgeting initiatives, for solving the state’s traffic congestion problems.
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